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The west wing is completely empty, and it is there
that our story takes place.

One afternoon, Mrs. Odom, feeling lonely, decided
to visit Karon in the south wing. “Karon, how would
you like to explore the west wing?”’ she asked.

“Why, Mrs. Odom, you know there is nothing to
see in the west wing but cobwebs and spiders,”
Karon answered. “Besides, if there were something to
see in that part of the building, Mr. Finister would
have shown it to us when we moved in.”

Mrs. Odom was still curious about that unoccupied
part of the building. She thought to herself, “If there
is nothing wrong, why hasn’t Mr. Finister bothered to
show us the west wing, and why doesn’t anyone live
there?” She returned to her room, picked up her
flashlight, and headed toward the west wing.

Meanwhile, the reporter, Mr. Bashur, had made up
an interesting mystery for the Collective Eye. He
consulted with Mr. Finister about the idea, and they
both agreed to call a meeting. Mr. Bashur said, “‘Let’s
hold the meeting in the west wing. No one has ever
been in that part of the building. This meeting will
present a good opportunity for all of us
to look around.”

“No, the west wing is too dusty and cold,”
shouted Mr. Finister. ““Let’s meet in my room
at three o’clock.”

Mr. Finister left Mr. Bashur completely befuddled.
Mr. Bashur’s skills as an amateur detective told him
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that something peculiar was going on. He left a note
for Mr. Delaney, who lived across the hall.
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Mr. Bashur then headed for the west wing,.

Karon Mason wanted to assure Mrs. Odom that
there was nothing unusual about the west wing. She
knew that the blueprints, which Mr. and Mrs. Tolbert
had shown her, revealed nothing but four large
rooms, a bathroom, and a long hallway. However,
just to be sure, she went to the Tolbert’'s apartment
and knocked on the door. Ann Tolbert answered,
““Hello, Karon, are you working on a new play?”

“No,” replied Karon, “but I am working on a
possible mystery. Mrs. Odom has gotten me
interested in the west wing. I'd like to see
the blueprints.”

“Sure, I'll get them from my desk,” said Ann. At
the desk, she flipped through a stack of blueprints.
“Funny, I can’t seem to find the ones for the west
wing.” Mrs. Tolbert continued to look. Still, the
blueprints could not be found. “Karon, something is
wrong,” said Mrs. Tolbert, sounding very disturbed.
“Richard and I were looking at those blueprints last
night, because we were thinking of setting up an
office in the west wing. Now they aren’t here.”

11

































Answers

Proving It

1. Some of the clues are references to dates: 1924, 1920s, and the
“Roaring Twenties.” Another clue is the difficulty Tessa had as a
woman in the 1920s in obtaining a job as a newspaper reporter.

2. Answers will vary, but may include ambitious, courageous, and
strong-willed.

Case of the Missing Room

Answers will vary, but the ending to the story should be created
around the questions on page 17.

Mistaken Identity

1. Answers will vary but should show some understanding of the
problems faced by Dr. Xan,
2. Yes, Dr. Zyloc was the invader.

The Story of Charlie Smith

1. The biographical sketch should contain some interesting facts about a
real person’s life.
2, Answers will vary but could include the following comparisons:
a. Charlie Smith was a real person while Tessa Collins was a
fictional character.
b. Both Charlie Smith and Tessa Collins had strong personalities that
helped them to overcome many hardships.

A Dream Come True

1. It gives factual information.
2. Answers will vary but may include textbooks, newspapers,
magazines, pamphlets, and encyclopedias.

Ilustrators

David Cunningham
Alan Daniel

Larry Frederick
Doug Jamieson

Photographs pages 23, 24, 25:
© Ebony Magazine (Johnson Publishing Co.)

32








