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website — see https://blunham.com/Radar for a link to do so.

Colin Hinson
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SAVE MORE
THAN THIS

CARD COSTS

THE FIRST

TIME YOU USE IT
... OR YOUR MONEY BACK.

N3

— The Worldwide Travellers Club —

WHO ARE THE WORLDWIDE TRAVELLERS CLUB?

They are a division of Travellers Worldwide Ltd, a member of the Free Room UK
plc Group of Companies, and a member of the Association of British Travel Agents
(ABTA), and all holidays are covered by the ABTA Guarantee.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Join the Worldwide Travellers Club and collect a card that will entitle you to 10%
discount on all ABTA holidays, each and every time you book.

There are many other privileges giving you savings of car-hire, hotels, scheduled
flights and much more.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?

The annual subscription per year is only £29.99, this subscription entitles you not
only to save on your own travel, but also those of your immediate family as long as
they book in your name and you are one of the party.

HOW DO | JOIN?

Simply fill in the Freepost coupon with the details and
send your remittance to AREA CARD DISTRIBUTOR,

FERNDALES, FREEPOST, BURNHAM-ON-SEA,

SOMERSET TA9 2BA (no stamp required), Access or

Visa accepted, or call in to:

4

Jerndale

Ferndales

8 CHURCH STREET
HIGHBRIDGE

Tel: (0278) 788881

""""""""""" D=~
NAME et e e e
ADDRESS .. oot

....................................... POSTCODE ...ccovveeeeeeee
TEL NO oottt
I enclose my cheque for £29.99[ |
or please charge my Access/Visa card no

[ i
l | L i 8 I N S U N
VALID UNTIL o SIGNED ..o

Area Card Distributor, Ferndales, Freepost, Burnham-on-Sea,
Somerset TA9 2BA (no stamp required)

PLEASE ALLOW 7-10 DAYS FOR DELIVERY




Now well into its second year, Airwaves seems to
have a persistently nautical theme. Not being
particularly fond of cold water, the editors for this
issue thought that we should have a change and lift
our eyes up to the hills. (Although | think a fish has
sneaked in somewhere . . .)

Airwaves was instigated in its new form by Gp Capt
Johnston back in 1987, and has survived the ravages
of several editors. The production and distribution
staff would like to wish our founder and Mrs Johnston
every happiness in their next tour. )

DGO

Cover photograph: Liathac, possibly the most
majestic mountain in Britain. Airwaves continues its
outward bound theme with articles on the history of
the Ten Tors challenge and Dartmoor itself. See
pages 10 and 11.

Editorial Team
Editors: Flt Lt Overton, ext 316, Flt Lt Lawrence,
ext 373.
Distribution: Sgt Boorman, Miss Rachel Lewis.
Families’ Supplement: Mrs Ros Johnston.

Copyright: Airwaves is not an official publication and the views
expressed in this magazine, unless specifically stated otherwise, do
not reflect MOD, RAF or Station policy and are the personal views
of the author. No part of this publication may be reproduced without
the permission of the Editors or the publishers.

No responsibility for the quality of goods or services advertised in
this magazine can be accepted by the publishers or printers, and
advertisements are included in good faith.

Airwaves is published by kind permission of the Station
Commander.

Please address all correspondence to: Editor, Airwaves, Computer
Squadron, RAF Locking, Weston-Super-Mare, Avon. BS24 7AA. All
copy should preferably be typed, on single-sided A4, and double
spaced. However, neat, legible, handwritten copy is also
acceptable. The copy deadline is the 5th of each month for
publication the following month.

Published and printed by: Services Publishing Services (SPS),

Chapel Lane, Corby, Northants NN17 1AX. Telephone 0536
204262.
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Trainee Advertisement
Manager

Excellent opportunity for bright young
professional.

Airwaves is the house magazine for
Royal Air Force Locking.

It is a quality glossy publication
produced each month by the editorial
team at the station and the publishers
would like to appoint a competent local
person to train as advertisement
manager.

Good starting salary plus excellent
opportunity to progress in the field of
advertising.

Bob Andrew
Services Publishing Services,
Chapel Lane, Corby, Northants. NN17 1AX

0536 204262
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Brigantine House
Cumberland Street
Bristol BS2 SNL

inancial
Services

Telephone 0272-248090

Mortgage arrangements to suit all
Pensions
Life Insurance
Savings and Investments
Business Finance

All associated financial matters
NO PRESSURE - NO OBLIGATION
Contact PATRICK BALCHIN (ex RAF)
Licensed by the Office of Fair Trading
ol [inancial

U Servlws

Appointed Representative L, Answrance Co ,,, v Limited.. Member of LAUTRO
Appoinied Representative ,,;( o y/ stees Limited... Member of IMRO

Winscombe
Motor Company

Woodborough Road, Winscombe, Avon.

OFFICIAL SEAT MAIN DEALER

* Full range of New Seats in stock

“Many Low Mileage secondhand ones * Used Car Sales
* Full Workshop facilities

* Bodywork complete with low bake oven * M.O.T. Testing.

LEAD-FREE PETROL ¢« ALARMS
VALETING * STEREOS

Telephone:

WINSCOMBE
093484 - 2224

Farewell

Fro The Station Commander

| will leave Royal Air Force Locking on March 10 with
considerable sadness. The last two years have,
without doubt, been the most rewarding and
enjoyable of my Service career; it really has been
both an honour and privilege to have been a member
of such a professional team.

Throughout my tour | have never ceased to be
impressed by the goodwill, dedication and
commitment of all the servicemen and women,
civilians and families at Locking.

Please accept my best wishes for the future —
thank you for your support during my tour.

From Mrs Johnston

Ladies: My two years at RAF Locking have gone all
too quickly and it is now time for me to say farewell.

Thank you all for your help and enthusiasm in
organising and 'supporting the many wives’ activities
on the Station — but more importantly thank you for
your friendship — | wish you all as happy a time as |
have had at Locking.

Best wishes to you all.

ANDREW’S AUTO’S

TIVOLI GARAGE, TIVOLI LANE, BOULEVARD,
WESTON - super - MARE, AVON BS23 1NZ

« SELECTION OF USED CARS FOR SALE
« TRY US FOR REPAIRS -
Welding and Bodywork
WE MAY BE SMALL BUT, GIVE US A CALL ON

W-S-M 628501

513955
Ly Evenings and Weekends

FOR A QUOTE, ask for ANDY

ALBERT QUADRANT

HOSPITAL
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SERVICES PUBLISHING SERVICES

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO

MEET THE
SERVICES

Call
MARGARET STALLARD
now on
(0O536) 204262

&% THE . o)
I~ WAGGONER RCT




Over 120 titles. . .reaching every aspect of

life within the armed forces . . . garrison
and station magazines providing an inside
view of history in the making . . . President
Gorbachev's visit with its unique
organisational challenges . . . helicopter
rescues from a blazing oil rig . .. preparing
for a royal visit . . . scrambling to meet the

Russians on the edge of our air space . . .
all part of the daily routine at a particular
station or garrison.

Marathon runs for charity. . . doing their
bit for the local community . . . launching a
new multi-million pound aircraft. ship or
tank . . . recorded in full colour in these
quality periodicals and providing the
serving reader with a unique personal
history of his or her career.

Station and garrison magazines are
viewed with particular pride and affection
by the editorial teams who put so much
into each monthly or quarterly issue. It is
‘their’ magazine and allows them to bring
all aspects of life within their station into
focus.




THE ‘ 3
WAGGONER + RC

There are sports and
association publications . . .
cricket . . . football . . . squash

.. winter sports . . .
orienteering . . .
mountaineering . . . canoeing .
. .motor sports and
motorcycling . . . boxing . . .
chess . . . many publications
for the aviation enthusiast . . .
plus full colour programmes
for the major Battle of Britain
‘At Home' days where all of
the proceeds from sales go to
supporting retired or disabled
Servicemen and women.




Letters to the Editor

A ‘Good Show’

The following is an extract from a letter received at
RAF Locking from a gentleman who benefited from
the courtesy of a Service family from the Station:

Dear Sir,

On Monday evening last (November 16 1988), |
had the misfortune to break down on the airport road
and although my hazard lights were on and it was
obvious | was in some kind of trouble, no one would
stop to give assistance for almost half an hour. Then
a young couple with a small baby came along in their
Mini on their way to Locking camp. They went out of
their way to take me into Locking village to a
telephone kiosk. Unfortunately | had no money with
me and they kindly loaned me enough to telephone
my wife and the AA.

In my dilemma | omitted to ask their name and
address. | feel it is too great a task for them to be
traced, but if it were possible | would like them to be
reimbursed, otherwise will you use the enclosed
cheque for the RAF Benevolent Fund.

With many grateful thanks,

Yours sincerely
G C Day

This is a true story of a Good Samaritan from RAF
Locking; the young couple have not been traced but
their good act has reflected on the standards of the
Royal Air Force.

Security Bulletin

We have all heard of the discovery of IRA explosives
and other hardware in the London area just before
Christmas — suffice it to say that although a major
setback for the enemy, the event serves to emphasise
that the game is very definitely still on. The fact that
the holiday period passed without incident, while
satisfactory in itself, should not lead us to believe that
we can afford to relax our vigilance. Our duty security
personnel are doing a good job; we can all assist
them by remaining alert to anything and anyone
suspicious. Control of entry must be maintained on all
premises and we must continue to be careful off-
base, avoiding the presentation of collective and easy
targets and employing Sharkwatch whenever
necessary. The ban on off-unit parties remains in
force and on-base functions must be notified to the
SSyO.

When did you last turn your ignition key
without having first checked your vehicle for
IED?

Semper Vigilante

A Fishy Tale

D J Horman C10
1(T) Blk
RAF Locking
Dear Sir,

You may be interested in the accompanying
photograph. This is a cod of 36lb 20z which was
caught by me on Wednesday January 25 while fishing
for the RAF Locking angling team against RAF
Chivenor. The fish has been reported in the local and
national press as being very close to the Bristol
Channel record. It was caught in fairly shallow water
about half-a-mile out of Watchet from the boat
‘Scooby Doo’ skippered by Steve Yeandle of Miranda
Marine. Needless to say, RAF Locking won the
match. The cod was given to the hospital for the
elderly at Williton.

Yours faithfully
D Horman

Team members were: WO Keith Phillips — Captain,
Cpl Taff Wilcox, Cpl Chris Manning and Mr Derek
Horman.
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Nearly One
Hundred Years
of experience

Send for our Brochure showing an
extended range of Rosette Styles
NOwW!!

KNIGHT & CO. (Established 1893)
135 ST. MICHAEL'S HILL, BRISTOL BS2 8BT.
Tel: 0272 265681 or 268574




DAF 83A

R Fllght Experience

After getting up on Friday January 20 at the sort of
hour we have not seen since RAF Swinderby, we all
prepared ourselves for a long journey, though we
were unsure of exactly what we should take.

At 0530 hours the 12 trainees that make up DAF
83A, along with Fg Off White and an MT driver, set off
towards RAF Brize Norton, where our flight was due
to take off at 0850 hours.

After an hour’s sleep we arrived at our destination,
just in time for breakfast. After this we moved on to
the departures lounge, were we awaited eagerly for
the go-ahead to board.

Suddenly there was a period of confusion, and
amid this it emerged that the aircraft was grounded
‘for technical reasons’. Fortunately this blow was
softened by the offer of another at lunchtime. The
offer was snapped up.

All this meant we were stuck in the terminal for
hours with nothing to do but throw our money in the
machines, so Fg Off White ran around between
various telephones and managed to arrange a tour of
the Station Fire Department. By 1030 hours we were
climbing all over the Station’s fire engines and
arranging with the firemen who would be rescued first
should the aircraft crash!

On completing this tour we were disappointed yet
again with the news of a two-hour delay to our second
flight. This gave us time to return to the mess for a
very enjoyable lunch, and then reservedly on towards
the terminal again. Would we get a flight, we all asked
ourselves. Fortunately there were no problems with
this second aircraft and by 1400 hours we were
taxiing out towards the runway on a VC10. Our
anticipation was running high as we pondered on
what to expect. Those of us who had never flown
before were a little apprehensive as to whether or not
we would throw up, and Fg Off White threw down the
gauntlet when she said that whoever was sick first
bought the drinks.

The flight began with a smooth take-off and a climb
to above the uppermost cloud level. The few of us for
whom this was our first flight will never forget the sight
of the roof of the cloud, lit up by a very bright sun, as
we flew out towards RAF Lyneham.

Once at Lyneham, the aircraft turned round and
returned to Brize. At various times throughout this
flight we were allowed onto the flight deck, one by
one, to see how difficult and complex the job of the
aircrew really is.

On returning to Brize, the pilot successfully
completed a few circuits and bumps before, at 1630
hours, finally landing safely. It is an experience we
shall never forget, which ended far too soon.
Hopefully the chance will be made available again.

By now, though, most of us were thinking of home,
so we were rushed back to Locking where, amid the
confusion, our packed lunches were temporarily lost,
but thankfully soon found again.

Oh, and as regards Fg Off White’s challenge, well,
it's your round, Ma’am!

AC Baker
DAF 83A

Airwaves 9









Following continued problems with users of the photocopying facilities at the Regional
Printing Centre, we are happy to publish the following self-help guide: Ed.

What to do when
The Photocopier Breaks Down

% Do not call for service until everyone

concerned has had time to form an opinion as

to what is wrong. Give each member of the staff

opportunity to correct the problem. Whenever

possible, all controis and adjusting screws should be
turned.

’/z After several days, when the machine

. maltunction has become a major emergency,
place an urgent call for service. Fridays are best, but
any time after 1600hrs is OK.

~y Alert all personnel so that each can give their
\g version of what is wrong. Suggestions on how
to fix the machine will be welcomed by the engineer.

¢ Hide the service history log that is found inside

the machine. Make several references about

the man who was here for the same problem last
week.

Alice in Wonderland
Word Search

C QU E B WSBFEOW
HR ZPYAXTUVWLYC
EEWH I TERABUB I T
S TEUTU CRAQOIKSWU
H TRRETNIEUPRATCB
I AAP BV SHZCGWTFO
RHHOXWUETFW I AVG
EDHZOYPOCATLTN
CACMBMHMNIDWRA I
A MRAVCNEWDUFWM
T OACOSMESTFSTA
bCcCMFOBILUUWUDTVL
S TROOIKULOQLWRFF

Can you find ten characters who appear in Lewis
Carroll’'s famous book Alice in Wonderland? If you
want to ‘cheat’ they are printed on page 17.
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- Have at least four graduate senior RAF

s engineering officers present to ask highly
technical questions which are in no way related to the
problem.

s Advise the engineer to get a move on as staff
.4 are waiting for their photostat copy of the
Telegraph crossword

"% The minute the engineer arrives, ask what
{ caused the delay. Make it clear that you
expected him two days ago. Before he can answer,

ask him when the machine will be back in service.

The machine should be as dirty and greasy as

% possible. A mixture of oil and pencil sharpener

shavings works well. If the machine has electrical
components, add staples and paper clips.

i;} Assign a member of staff to supervise the

repair; someone who has never seen or used

the machine is preferable. Bad breath is a plus here
and scores bonus points.

E 0 Ask again when the machine will be ready.

; Good timing is essential and when the
machine is in 800 pieces and spread all over the floor
will be just great.

3 '§ Be sure the machine is in a narrow passage
§ with plenty of people passing by, each making
a comment about the time the repair is taking. The
lighting should be kept as low as possible, as good
engineers can work blindfolded.

T 7y Ask if the machine is ready yet. If the engineer

f is looking at the schematic diagram, ask if he
knows what he is doing. It doesn’t hurt to mention that
you repaired the toaster last week without the aid of a
schematic diagram.

1 73 When the repair is completed, tell him what a
¢ =~ gwell job he did. Say it should be a swell job it
*@**@* took long enough.

i After he has gone, call his supervisor and say
the machine is worse now than before. Follow
up with a letter with copies to the head office.

/ Follow these rules on every call

/ no matter how small the problem.

N
»




THE

AIRCREW
ASSOCIATION

APPROVED BY THE AIR FORCE BOARD

X

ENJOY THE
COMRADESHIP

Membership is open to all serving and ex-service
members of all three services — including Allied,
Dominion and Commonwealth air forces — with a
flying badge.
Aims:
® To foster good fellowship and comradeship as
experienced during our service.

® To encourage and promote social gatherings among
members.

® To facilitate service from member to member.

@ To provide a link and bond throughout the Commonwealth
and allied nations.

@ To assist and co-operate with forces charities.

Membership details from:
FRED McMILLAN, HON. Registrar,
16 MARESCROFT ROAD, BRITWELL ESTATE, SLOUGH, BERKS. SL2 2LW.
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When You Think of Training

THINK
ATG LTD.

Three Years Experience on Aircraft Maintenance?
COURSES Available Covering Licence without Type Rating.
L.W.T.R. and Six Months Experience in Discipline on Type?

Courses Available On:
Boeing 737-200/300 Boeing 757-200

Specialised Courses in a variety of Disciplines can be
arranged to Individual Company Requirements.

For further information:
CALL DAVID FENTON ON

LUTON (0582) 418668 Ext. 3

The Aeronautical Training Group

Proctor Way, Luton International Airport,
Luton, Bedfordshire LU2 9PE, ENGLAND.
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Dungbeetles

Can you guess these film titles?

(Answers below. If you can think of some good
‘dungbeetles’ for next month’s theme on songs —
send them in to the editor!)

MTWTFSSMTWTF
pa
mm

Sunday
Sunday

never
Sunday

Dungbeetles
Solution

‘JS8U S,00%0N0 8y} JOAO M3} BUQD '€
‘ABpung B U0 19A8N 2
‘Buiusow Aepung pue ybiu Aepinies “{

A quiz with a difference this month. Listed below are
12 famous quotations together with 12 names of
famous people. Can you match the quotation with its
originator?

1. ‘Everyone likes flattery; and when you come to
Royalty you should lay it on with a trowel.’

2. ‘This is not the end. It is not even the beginning of
the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.’

3. ‘Good friend, for Jesu’s sake forbear

To dig the dust enclosed here.

Blest be the man that spares these stones,

And curst be he that moves my bones’
(Chosen by the person concerned as the words for
their own epitaph.)

4. ‘Democracy means simply the bludgeoning of the
people by the people for the people.’

5. ‘Our army is composed of the scum of the earth
— the mere scum of the earth.’

6. ‘You must consider every man your enemy who
speaks ill of your King: and . . . you must hate a
Frenchman as you hate the devil.’

7. ‘Must! Is must a word to be addressed to
Princes? Little man, littlte man! Thy father, if he had
been alive, durst not have used that word.’

8. ‘The report of my death was an exaggeration.’

(A telegram to the Associated Press.)

9. ‘A custom loathsome to the eye, hateful to the
nose, harmful to the brain, dangerous to the lungs,
and in the black, stinking fume thereof, nearest
resembling the horrible stygian smoke of the pit that is
bottomless.’

(This person was writing about smoking, not, as you
may be excused for thinking, a visit to the Airmen’s
Mess!)

10. ‘You can fool all the people some of the time, and
some of the people all of the time, but you cannot fool
all of the people all of the time.”’

11. ‘Born and educated in this country | glory in the
name of Briton.’

12. ‘Know what | mean, Harry?

Choose from:

® Duke of Wellington @ Mark Twain
® James | @ Sir Winston Churchill
® Benjamin Disraeli ® Elizabeth |

@ Horatio, Viscount Nelson
® William Shakespeare
@® Abraham Lincoin

® Frank Bruno
@® Oscar Wilde
® George lll

AI ICe Word Search Answers

“JolleH PeIN ‘01 ‘4ewadie) 6 isniem ‘g ‘obulwelq
"/ ‘len allysay) ‘9 asnowoq G ‘8JeH UdIel
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Poctry

Cormer

This month’s contribution to Airwaves is
intended to serve as a constant reminder to
the inhabitants of SHQ of those dark days in
February when there was no water for what
seemed like days and days. It was actually
only two days that the saga of the water took
place, but | have used poetic licence to
emphasise the point.

Water Palaver!

"Twas on a Monday morning
That BT came to call

And no one on the Station knew
That they were there at all.

They came in with their diggers
A cable they would lay

And rumour has it they were told
There’s nothing in your way.

"Twas on a Tuesday morning
That all the fuss began

The digger hit a solid pipe
And out the water ran.

‘Twas on a Tuesday morning

A drought hit SHQ

They sat around and scratched their heads
Oh dear what shall we do.

"Twas on a Wednesday morning
And still there was a drought
And one or two in SHQ

Began to scream and shout.

"Twas on a Wednesday morning
That it became quite plain

That no one had done anything
Except to pass the blame.

"Twas on a Thursday morning
With chaos all around

They came up with an answer
A solution must be found.

"Twas on a Thursday morning
And at last a cup of tea

And sweet relief to everyone
How sweet relief can be.

"Twas on a Friday morning
With water clear and bright
A flood occurred in SHQ
And then we had no light.

"Twas on a Friday morning
Oh it was such a shame
But everyone took comfort
Knowing BT was to blame . . . or were they?
Avalon
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Radio Radio!

A brief history

of radio Iin the Royal Air Force

When the electrical and wireless school opened at
Flowerdown in 1920, to train wireless operators, the
need for communication between RAF aircraft and
Royal Artillery gun batteries was well known. In 1915,
RES8 spotter planes, fitted with a small spark
transmitter (Sterling Type 52) operated by the pilot,
sent Morse coded signals to the battery. One RFC
W/Operator was allotted to each battery and carried a
small crystal receiver (short wave tuner) and a set of
popham panel ground strips. The aircraft provided
information on the location and range of targets, and
after firing started, reported the position of ‘hits’. The
SW tuner had a quartz crystal detector, tuned by a
cat’s whisker and was found to be unstable under
gunfire. A valved receiver was used later, but early
valves were microphonic and were also affected by
gunfire.

Aldis lamps were used between aircraft and the
batteries in the event of radio failure, but the Army did
not like this, as the lamps were liable to give away
their position. Messages in weighted bags were
dropped from aircraft, and the reply, in a bag, was
suspended on a cord between two poles (or rifles with
fixed bayonets stuck into the ground) and picked up
by means of a hook on a retractable arm, hanging
below the fuselage of the aircraft.

The E and W school commenced apprentice
training at Flowerdown in 1922, and was transferred
to east Camp Cranwell in 1929. In 1956 the school
moved again, to RAF Locking where it remains today,
although apprentice training ceased some years ago.
Other radio schools, during World War Two were
located at Yatesbury, Compton Bassett, (both now
closed) and Cosford.

By the 1930’s, it was realised that to cover the
diverse roles of Army co-op, fighter, bomber, coastal,
and transport aircraft, separate command HQs were
neccessary for each. Also, the ‘radio fit’ in these
aircraft depended on the operational roie of the
command. Some standardisation was possible, and
the T21/Tf Mod receiver was used for all long
distance W/T communication. Army co-op aircraft also
carried a two-way R/T equipment, plus the single
transmitter, T32 for use with the artillery. The TR2
later fulfilled both functions. Fighter aircraft had small
HF R/T transceivers TR9s for fighter control.

Air traffic control by radio was a late starter. Initially,
an airfield caravan, located on the edge of the grass
airfields, marshalled aircraft into the take-off position
by Aldis lamp signalling, and landings were signalled
by the same means. In bad visibility, Very cartridges,
in red or green colours, were used. The TR9, HF set
was perhaps the first communications facility for air
traffic control, and some caravans were fitted in

advance of the availability of control towers. Wadverse conditions on the MF ‘net’ but when offered

Before the end of World War Two, VHF frequencies
were in use, and the TR1133 four-channel transceiver
came into use both for air and ground. The TR1143,
with 12 channels followed, and an American made
version, known as the TR5043. The early GCI control
was carried out on VHF frequencies also. Ultimately,
UHF was introduced and fitted in all RAF aircratft.

In recent years much progress has been
made, and communications are much more
advanced.

Navigation for long distance flying was an urgent
requirement. in the early days D/F loops were fitted to
all except fighter aircraft, and used to obtain bearings
from MF beacon transmitters. D/F stations were also
set up, and aircraft carrying two-way W/T could ask
for bearings, or ‘fixes’ from these ground stations. At
first, MF D/F stations existed, but were replaced in
turn by VHF and later UHF/DF stations. (It is
interesting to note that the US Air Force fighter aircraft
were also equipped for reception of MF beacons in
early World War Two days.) But, during war
operations, strict ‘radio silence’ has to be observed,
both by aircraft and ground stations, which ruled out
all these navigation systems. The introduction of other
types, such as Gee, Loran, Oboe and Decca was
therefore most opportune. These are all the Lattice
Navigation systems and Oboe was the most accurate
of these and used by Bomber Command target
marking aircraft.

Turning to ground communications, initially all RAF
stations in UK were fitted with T19 transmitters and
R1084 receivers, which were also used for ground/air
W/T communications. In the late 1920’s the RAF
started to spread into the British Empire and
communication with these outposts, especially in
volatile areas like the Indian north west frontier were
essential. So, all overseas stations were fitted with the
T19/R1084 combination, and when conditions were
right, traffic was exchanged. But, over these
distances, an MF link was far from reliable.

In 1924, Flt Lt Jack Durrant, signals officer at
Gosport, designed a short wave transmitter, operating
at 30 metres. Amateurs in several countries were
similarly engaged. Durrant’s circuitry and construction
details were sent to all overseas stations and a date
and time set for tests with Gosport. Malta was the first
to make contact, and the remainder followed in a
short period. It was a most successful test. By
coincidence, an important message was held up by

on 30 metres, was through immediately, much to the
surprise of the Air Ministry! It was not long after this
that their RAF inter-command short wave network
was set up. At first the Durrant equipment was used,
then T58s of similar design followed, using two VT5B
valves in push-pull. Some stations had used a high
power long wave transmitter, T28, and when some of
these were made redundant, the components were
used to make higher powered versions of the T58,
using VT9B valves. Two of these were used for flying
boat flights from UK to the Far East, and gave very
satisfactory service. Later the inter-command stations
were equipped with Naval T26 transmitters, and then
Marconi SWB8 and SWB11's. The latter were
capable of automatic high-speed keying. Progress
was also made with aerial systems, dipoles giving
way to Koomans arrays, Rhombics and Vee Beans.

Mobility, not merely for squadrons, but also for
HQs, was always necessary, and in the early days of
World War Two some ‘green line’ coaches were
bought by the Air Ministry. They were fitted with
SWB8 transmitters, R1084/CR150 receivers,
perforators and undulators, cypher equipment, aerials
and masts, AC power supplies, plus personnel
transport. The whole was named a ‘heavy mobile W/T
unit’ and the first went to France in 1940. Some went
to the Middle East, Iraq and Persia, and gave great
service.

This nearly brings us to the present day, and in
recent years much progress has been made, and
communications are much more advanced. Whatever
system is in use, the aim must always be for reliability
and speed, together with maximum security.

Wg Cdr Gilding
RAF (ret'd)

BRISTOL ICE
RINK HAS THE
ANSWER

Special Rates
for Parties

Telephone: 0272 292148
COOL OFF WITH US

Airwaves 21









LocKing
Ladies

Flowerdown Fair 1989
24th June

To all Locking Ladies:

Volunteers are required to
support our major charity
event of the year.

If you feel that you can contribute either
your time or ideas to make this a
successful day, please contact:

MAUREEN FRENCH
19 FLOWERDOWN ROAD
Tel 822666

Southmead Guest House

The Southmead Guest House is well located
at the junction off the A371/A370 and just
1 mile from R.A.F. Locking. We have six very
well furnished bedrooms, some with shower
en-suite and colour T.V.'s

You will find a relaxed atmosphere and
friendly hosts, that will look after you
during your stay.

We have a residents lounge, with colour T.V.
and newly fitted dining room in which to
enjoy your traditional English breakfast.
RINGg: Mr J. Goss on: 0934 629351

435 LOCKING ROAD,
WESTON-SUPER-MARE, AVON

Church

Services

7

Church of England

St George’s Church — Scarf Block ext 292
(telephone answering machine)

Sunday Services

9.00am — Holy Communion
10.30am — 1st Sunday — Family Service
3rd Sunday — Mattins
Others — Holy Communion
6.30pm — Evensong
There is a Sunday School during the 10.30 service.

Church of Scotland and
Free Churches

St Andrew’s Church — by the guardroom.
Office — Scarf Block ext 360.
Sunday Services
10.30am — Morning Worship with Sunday
School
Holy Communion — 1st Sunday in
. Month
Chaplain —
Padre Leslie Gregory, 3 Partridge Close, Worle.
Tel WsM 514842
The Church is open every day for private prayer and
meditation. Marriages, baptisms, and confirmations
by arrangement with the padre.

Roman Catholic Church
Holy Cross — Scarf Block ext 360.

Holy Mass
5.00pm — Saturdays (Confession before and
. after Mass)
Chaplain —

Fr Con O’Connell, The Friary, Marine Hill, Clevedon.
Tel Clevedon 873205.
Baptisms by arrangement with the Chaplain.

Weekday Events

Mondays at 8.00pm — Fellowship Group for Bible
Study, discussion, exploration of the Christian Faith
or just fellowship.

Details available from the Padre.

Thursdays
12.30pm — SASRA Prayer Meeting
8.30pm — SASRA Bible Study — with singing,

prayer and study of scripture.

These meetings take place in the coffee lounge
upstairs in Scarf Block. All are welcome to come
along to both of the above meetings.
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Locking Wives’ Club

January’s meeting was a night out at the Coach
House in Locking where a brave attempt was made
by all present to play skittles. A good turnout made for
a lively evening and the break for sustenance ensured
we would last out the night.

With a ‘prize’ given to the winner of each match,
true grit and determination won through.

Come and join the friendly atmosphere on March 6
for ‘Daisies Don't Tell’.

See you at the Flowerdown Centre.

Mothers and
Toddlers

® Come and meet some other mums and have a
chat — everyone welcome.

We meet every Monday from 1.30-3pm and
Wednesday from 9.30—11am in the Flowerdown
Centre.

Toys, large and small, are provided. Coffee, orange
and biscuits are available for only 30p.

2nd Locking Girl Guide
Company

| will be leaving Locking Guides in July after being
guide captain for seven years.

Locking Guides is a thriving company of 32 girls,
but in order for the unit to continue, help will be
required. This help must come from the village, or
RAF Locking, in order for guides to remain locally.

Please let me know if you can offer help in any
way, or if you know of someone who would like to
help.

Anne Cornish
Guide Captain
Tel 822422

Roundel Club

Entertainments

Hi, readers!

Yes, it's that time in the month again when we
inform you of past and present goings on in your club.

Firstly to the past, and back to just before the
December grant at the time of the Christmas dance.
This brought the welcome return of the rock band
‘Made in Japan’ supported by ‘The ltsy Bitsy Band’, a
comedy group who were fronted by an Alexei Sayle
lookalike. Made in Japan put in another outstanding
performance and were very well received by a
capacity crowd.

An excellent finger buffet, prepared by the Naafi
staff, was enjoyed by all. Along with all this, there was
a free raffle, the first prize being a super colour
television; all this entertainment for the price of a
couple of pints!

Moving along now to the New Year and the heavy
rock night on January 18. ‘Zeus’ provided two hours
of loud and somewhat explosive entertainment, which
the cult followers of this type of music were happy to
bang their heads to. Food was once again supplied by
the Alex catering corps alias the Naafi girls, serving
chilli and rice, and very nice it was too.

January 25 finally arrived after much anticipation.
Yes — the dynamic and brilliant Tubeless Hearts.
What can we say about these boys from Wakefield —
just close your eyes and you would have thought that
the disco was still playing. Nearly two hours of covers
brought to an end with a compilation of music from
the 70s band The Sweet.

Dates For Your Diary

April 12
Dance/disco — Bizness — four-piece covers band
April 26 -
Video quiz night
May 17
Dance/disco — TBN
Well in advance: the summer ball on Friday
August 4.
PP

Trivial Retreat
Answers

Benjamin Disraeli

. Sir Winston Churchill (November 10 1942,
speaking of the Battle of Egypt)

William Shakespeare ?

Oscar Wilde .
Duke of Wellington @

Horatio, Viscount Nelson

Elizabeth | “

Mark Twain ?
James 1 ? %
£
| |
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—
©

Abraham Lincoln
. George lll
. Frank Bruno!
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CHOPSITICK

Chinese Restaurant

Set in authentic surroundings

\—/
R

FULLY LICENSED AIR CONDITIONED

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

12 noon to 2pm. 5.30pm to 11.30pm
SUNDAY 12 noon to 11.30pm

Three Course Business Lunch,
Monday — Saturday

SPECIAL PARTIES CATERED FOR

33 SOUTHGATE - BATH

Telephone (0225) 25067

MOST CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Printed by Services Publishing Services at their Sallow Road Works, Corby, Northamptonshire.



" Thinkingof
buying a home —
now or in the future?

I f so read the tale of
Toby the tortoise

tound the propertv it would be plain sailing. But alas, this was not the case. He
needed a mortgage but didn’t know how to proceed. Suddenly,
evervone was trving to advise him, until he didn’t know which way to turn.

O nce upon a time Toby decided to buy his dream home. He thought that having

had suddenly become a very confusing place. He seemed to be needing lots
of money for surveys, indemnity premiums, solicitors” fees — the list
seemed endless.

H e was told he needed a solicitor, which frightened him a little. The world

~ § happening to his mortgage and the solicitors said they were searching for
something but still the home wasn’t his. He seemed to be coming up against a
brick wall. He was totallv in the dark and very frustrated. Of course this fairy story
has a happv ending. Tobv did acquire his home — eventually — but decided never
to move again! 7 \

i ,i obody wanted to talk to him anymore it appeared. He didn’t know what was

“
(or onlv verv slowlv) _ N

 — = — — —

- oby didn’t know about our home buyving service. We aim to fulfill your dream
not create a nightmare. We don’t pretend to be a fairv godmother but with 175
vears of experience behind us we think we know how to offer the

service vou want. Having made the transition from the quill pen to the computer we
can offer speed and efficiency, along with a caring attitude. Above all we will talk to
vou, keeping vou regularly updated on the progress of vour purchase.

when vou have decided on vour house we can do the rest. And if vou think
that’s the end of our particular fairy-tale vou're wrong — we can offer
reduced fees in most cases assisting vou financially when vou most need it.

O ur home-buving service includes mortgage arranging and convevancing, so

o don’t be a slowcoach
like Toby ......

Call Val Martin now on 0733 - 60321
Or write for more details to
Percival and Son Solicitors,
Freepost,

10 Queen Street,

Peterborough PE1 1BR

Percival and Son

REMEMBER:

We are only a telephone call away no matter where you are or when you’re buying.
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