Please do not upload this copyright pdf document to any other website. Breach of copyright
may result in a criminal conviction.

This document was generated by me Colin Hinson from a document held at Henlow Signals
Museum. It is presented here (for free) and this version of the document is my copyright
(along with the Signals Museum) in much the same way as a photograph would be. Be aware
that breach of copyright can result in a criminal record.

The document should have been downloaded from my website https://blunham.com/Radar,

if you downloaded it from elsewhere, please let me know (particularly if you were charged for
it). You can contact me via my Genuki email page:
https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/YKS/various?recipient=colin

You may not copy the file for onward transmission of the data nor attempt to make monetary
gain by the use of these files. If you want someone else to have a copy of the file, please point
them at the website (https://blunham.com/Radar).

Please do not point them at the file itself as the file may move or be updated.

| put a lot of time into producing these files which is why you are met with this page when you
open the file.

In order to generate this file, | need to scan the pages, split the double pages and remove any
edge marks such as punch holes, clean up the pages, set the relevant pages to be all the same
size and alignment. | then run Omnipage (OCR) to generate the searchable text and then
generate the pdf file.

Hopefully after all that, | end up with a presentable file. If you find missing pages, pages in the
wrong order, anything else wrong with the file or simply want to make a comment, please
drop me a line (see above).

It is my hope that you find the file of use to you personally — | know that | would have liked to
have found some of these files years ago — they would have saved me a lot of time !

Colin Hinson
In the village of Blunham, Bedfordshire.
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Photographs from this year's
record-breaking event on page 18
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Flaming June !

Fair. In addition, our trainees have
also been on duty at the Boscombe
Down Air Show and the St Athan
Open Day. Congratulations to every-
one concerned on a job well done.

W e have been lucky with the
weather during the last few
weeks, particularly as the Station is
always extremely busy at this time of

year. Following the successful AOC's
Day and Freedom of Weston Parade,

- we had arecord breaking Flowerdown  Brian Plenderleith, Editor

Y A

Airwaves
Staff
EDITOR ROUNDEL CLUB
Flt Lt Brian Plenderleith An uncensored report from the Charity Weekend! 6
Ext. 7224
Fit Lt John Buckley - - - He works here too! 10
Ext. 7281
AOC's INSPECTION
DEPUTY EDITOR Photos from the Big Day 14
Cpl Dave Medway
Bxt. 7251 OUT & ABOUT
SPECIAL FEATURES A new series on local pubs 16
Cpl Don Steer .
Cpl Rob Stanley FLOWERDOWN FAIR '92 ‘
The highlights captured 18
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT »
Mrs Anna Sluggete BLAST FROM THE PAST
PHOTOGRAPHER 1952's Archives uncovered 29
Sgt Carl Dutton
Ext. 7212 HIVE NEWS
TREASURER : VACANT The Easter Bonnet Competition 24
Any volunteers? Contact Ed TONSO AFFAIRS
AD MANAGER Derek gets a close shave . . . 27
Jnr Tech Chris Harris & :
Cpl Swift SPORTS PAGE
DISTRIBUTION Sports Personality of the Month 28
Flt Lt Dave Grieve GOOD SHOW AWARD
DESIGN/PRODUCTION This month's worthy winner 30
RPC TRAVELOGUE
Ovwerland from Cyprus 34
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Are the Kids fed up? Are you fed up?
Are they aged between 0-5 years?
If the answer to these questions is YES then why not come along to ....

S
g,

Flowerdown Centre

When? - Mondays 13.30 hrs to 15.00 hrs
Wednesdays 09.30 hrs to 11.00 hrs

You will be able to meet and make new friends
in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.

Tea, Coffee, Biscuits and Squash available.
Lots of toys and fun for the children.

All this for only 30 pence!

If you have any queries please contact :
Erica Grieve (Tel : 820500) 8 Adastral Road

2 ULy 1992
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HOT LINE

T U.K.
u 5

(0278

NATOC | e
NYOF BRIDGWATER %=/
WYLDS ROAD, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TA6 4DG
TELEPHONE 02789455555

Exclusive Discounts
~ For All RAF &
Attached Personnel

ONLY FROM NATOCARS
NEW CARS
in the past some RAF per

discounts s

Now NATOCARS has produced o booklet which explains those
entitlerments and shows how you can make savings of up fo 36%

USED CARS

NATOCARS have on outstanding seledtion of quality used cors, ol
with free RAC Inspedtion, Report, Warranty ond Membership. Most
are low mileage, one owner vehides with o 12 month warrany.

So whether you are based oversecs or in the UK,
contact us fodoy fo find out just how much you n save.

CALL NOW OR POST THE COUPON

rl"ﬁ

FORD - VAUXHALL
PEUGEOT - ROVER - LAND ROVER - AUDI
VOLVO - VOLKSWAGEN - MERCEDES BENZ.

Please send the Notocars booklet and price guide plus cor brochures of my choice,

RANK . INITIALS

SURNAME

PRESENT ADDRESS

TEL: (WORK) EXTN

TEL: {(HOME)

DELIVERY DATE (REQD)

FOR USE IN (COUNTRY)

| am interested in (please write in model)

Ford ‘ Mercedes

Peugeot Vauxhall

Rover Volkswagen

Audi .+ lond/RangeRover

Volvo ‘- Used Car

I would like to consider (please tick boxes) NATOCARS

mx PART f ANANCE | ERIDGWATER

FREE EXCHANGE | _?RGMERDSE, 4
1 PAID EP Srance | Tel: (0278) 455555

o

RAFLOCK/92
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IS LIFE AT LOCKING REALLY SO BAD??

Last month we printed the poem “Oh to be at Locking now that Spring
is Here”. Well, “Someone” has decided to reply showing, perhaps, that
we all do care about the quality of life here at Locking.

Poor dear Ann Onn, how miserable you must be.
You have to make your own fun
But few things in life are free.

Swimming pools are expensive toys,

Much as we’d like one for all our boys

And girls. But then there’s Knightstone Pool,
Churchill and now Hutton Moor(!)

As well as Weston's sandy shore.

And if you don’t be in the swim,

There’s ladies keep fit and a gym.

So who could really ask for more?

No cinema here, I do agree,

But then there’s Odeon 1,2, 3

and 4, and videos galore.

The Theatre Club is trying its very best
To entertain and amuse the rest;

Did you go, or did the dreaded apathy
Keep you at home because it wasn’t free?

Of Families Club we've heard before
But to last year’s survey 2, no more
lied and only one in favour!-
Clubs and Messes all provide
Some family fun, perhaps a summer barbecue,
If you want more it’s up to you
To get out there and take a lead.

No bank - accepted - it’s a hassle

But if you ask ‘em NAAFI and NONPAS'l]

Cash a cheque. And what of cash points?

There’s no need to keep your money ‘neath the bed!

You clearly are quite unaware

That all around are folk who care
About our quality of life. But talking straight :
There are those who will not lift a finger,

And want things handed on a plate.

Royal Air Force Locking isn’t perfect,

Nowhere is. But it’s a friendly place

With lots to offer those who face

Up to reality and their own responsibilities.
Sodon’t just sit there grumbling dear Ann Onn,
Get of your **** and met your life head-on! 7

A CO whose name can be supplied on request - “\\@'

juLy 1992 5
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Ed

e mstiumion of - "What can it
FLECTRONICS AND
do fo

ELECTRICAL
INCORPORATED
ENGINEERS

The Institution is a corporate body seeking to further the recognition of qualified
personnel in a chosen engineering discipline. The IEEIE recognises many forms of
allied disciplines, from Education to Mechanical Engineering, and membership of
such a body is advantageous to both Serviceman, and Civilians alike.

As a trainee, undergoing an accredited Technician Course, you are eligible for
Student Membership. Newly qualified Junior Magicians may qualily for Associate
Membership, after six months seniority in the rank and register as an Engineering
Technician. ‘

Those with a BTEC qualification are also eligible for Associate Membership and
registration. Personnel with HNC qualifications may be eligible for Corporate
Membership - and registration as an Incorporated Engineer - if they have
sufficient seniority and supervisory experience. SNCO's mostly qualify on these
grounds. -

With the advent of an open Europe, qualification requirements are being
rationalised to put UK engineers on a par wWith their EC counterparts. This opens
the possibility of employment abroad, and if you have a degree of fluency in
French or German, then the prospects widen. '

If you feel that the IEEIE may be of benefit to you, then contact the Station IEEIE
Liaison Officer, Chf Tech Dave Spinks IEng FIEIE, for further details on Ext: 7438.
Education and Industry need dedicated persennel, and a recognised professional
qualification may assist you in later life.

JULY 1992
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Who or what is the Station Voluntary Band?

W e are a group of amateur, and
semi-professional musicians
based at RAF Locking. At the moment
we have a compliment of 20 players
ranging from serving personnel to de-
pendants and civilians.

The band's repertoire varies
from classical numbers through to
traditional brass band music, to mod-
ern popular numbers and show
tunes. Since September 1991 we have
supported numerous events around
the West Country. These include con-
certs in the Grand Atlantic Hotel,
Cadbury Garden Centre to school and

village fetes and of course our normal
military commitments. Parades, din-
ing in nights and church services.
Future functions include high profile
charity concerts in Bristol and
Weston-super-Mare.

As you can see we are kept busy
by both service and civilian sponsors.
Although primarily a Brass Band, we
also welcome woodwind players. In
fact if you play anything that is blown
we are always on the look out for new
talent and you could enjoy yourself
with us.
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_CFG Group

The CFG Group offers a wide range of services
A with all work being undertaken by fully qualified time
BB A‘gg‘_v;ggl served tradesmen.
AGREMENT |

CIRTIFICATE NO. 83/410S/C

CFG Roofing

Roof problems solved,

Tiled, Slate and Flat roofing.
W. Shirly Roofer/Builder 20 yrs. M. Williams Roofer 15 yis.
J.R. Griffiths Roofer 15 yrs. D. Critchel Roofer 18 yrs.

M. Brookes Roofer 15 yrs. D. Turner Roofer 15 y1s.

G. Brooks Roofe 10vrs. '

CFG Building == 2> CFG Cladding,
From porches and conservatories = Fa sc" a, Gutt e r,' ng

to large extensions.
No job is too small or too big.

M

Let us fit uPVC

\

] : == maintenance free
F. Hedges Master Builder 25 y1s. Bargeboards, Guttering,
W. Shirly Builder 20 yrs. 2 — . i
-~ = Fascias, Soffits
M. Williams — and Claddings.
Bricklayer 15 yrs.

D. Critchel uPVC Fixer 15 yrs.
M. Brookes uPVC Fixer 15 yis.
D. Turner uPVC Fixer 15 yrs.
C. Brooks uPVC Fixer 10 yrs.

4

\

=
an

CFG Double
Glazing

From single windows to
complete replacement.
Porches, doors and
conservatories.

CFG Decorating

All exterior work
undertaken and interior
painting and wallpapering.

L. Bowers Decorator 10 yrs. ‘
A. Lamb Decorator 10 yrs.

CFG Plumbing " CFG Flectrical

All aspects of plumbing, including All types of installations and repairs.
central heating installation. Power, Lighting, points etc.

W. Shirly Plumber 20 yrs. A. Burnell Electrician 15 yrs.'
M. Hartley Plumber. :

Telephone : (0934) 626555
After hours : (0934) 418364

30 Worlebury Hill Road, Weston-super-Mare B522 95U

D. Edwards Double Glazing 15 yrs.

Q™
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This month, The Red Tile at Cossington
By Cpl Rob Stanley

I f like me you are the sort of person
who likes to spend their time dur-
ing the surmmer getting out and about
in the countryside, then over the next
few months I'd like to introduce you to
my favourite country pastime, the

English Country Pub.

Some of the finest examples can
be found in the attractive Polden
range of Villages in the neighbouring
County of Somerset. For my first re-
view, I've chosen a particular favourite
of mine, The Red Tile in the village of
Cossington.

Cossington itself is worth a walk
around, a very attractive village,
largely unaffected by the large build-
ing programmes and urbanisation
that affects so many of our English
villages. Nestled in a hollow between
the villages of Woolavington and
Chilton Polden, Cossington is ap-
proximately 20 miles from Weston su-
per-Mare and about half an hour's
drive.

On the day I visited the weather
was hot and sunny, so living nearby I
walked the 2 miles from my neigh-
bouring village. It's a well known fact
in the country that long, hot country
walks make you thirsty, so I was in
dire need of refreshment when I ar-
rived. The Red Tile itself is just out of
the village on the road to Chilton
Polden, about a quarter of a mile and
sited just off the road on the right
hand side. There is ample parking
space for parking your vehicle, both
adjacent to the pub and toethe rear.

Hosted by Jon and Chris
Brinkman, the Red Tile is not just a
pub. It is famed in the area for its fine
cuisine. Whether its a Bar Snack you
want or a meal in the Restaurant, you
will find the menu more extensive and
interesting than most pub food. The
Bar Menu includes a large variety of
snacks varying from a simple Plough-
man's to Lasagne (beef and vegetar-
ian), rolls and sandwiches and a vari-
ety of salads. If you book a table in the
Restaurant then you can treat your-
self to all kinds of gastronomic de-
lights. Especially recommended are
the large variety of steak dishes which

will satisfy even the biggest of appe-
tites. If red meat isn’t your thing then
another speciality is fish, particularly
the Shallow Fried Pink Rainbow
Trout. One tip before you go is make
sure you are properly hungry because
by the time you get to the Sweet Menu
you may be struggling. I couldn’t eat
one but my wife recommends them!

The Red Tile's interior is typi-
cally charming and you notice the
warm friendly atmosphere as soon as
you go inside. The pub has two bars
sandwiched between a utility room
and the Restaurant.

You may think that the main
reason I enjoyed my lunchtime in the
Red Tile was the food. Not so. It's the
beer I go for and imagine my delight
when I discovered a ping of hand-
pumped Boddingtons Bitter, 200
miles away from its native Manches-
ter.

Another of my favourites is
Ruddles Bitter with its dark colour
and hoppy taste. Along with that there
is hand-pumped Tetley Bitter and
more local brews which would grace
the palate of any Real Ale campaigner.
Lager drinkers are well catered for as
well and for the trendy drinker there is
a selection of “World Beers”.

As nice as the Red Tile is inside
with all those beers to chose from, the
Beer Garden is the place tobe on a
hot sunny day. There you can sit and
watch the smog rise over Weston-su-
per-Mare as the fish and chip fryers
fill the hole in the ozone layer with
their salt and vinegar brand of pollu-
tion. The beer garden is surrounded
by borders filled with summer bedding
and within eyesight is a childrens play
area to keep the kids happy whilst you
can get on with the serious business
of testing the ale.

I thoroughly enjoyed my trip to
the Red Tile and I think I'll find it hard
to find somewhere of the same stand-
ard of cuisine and fine beers. That
won't stop me searching though,
there’s always next weekend!




AITRWAVES

SAILING
WANTED

Occasional Crew (maximum of two) for
week-end Sailing Expeditions.
Blue Water Cruising YachtVancouver-27.
Based at Brixham Marina.

Telephone 823243 (evenings)

VICTORIA FLOWERS

Have you left your loved one back home?
Red Roses will go a long way to let your
sweetheart know you care.

Whether it is a single red rose or six doze/n/

ring us now to book your order.

Telephone : 0934-834389

JULY 1992
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. FUN RUN 92

j L2 2 2] 5th AuGuST L2 & 2]

RAF LOCKING - COMMS OPS SQN

Sponsored by: MDD Macpherson & Partners
(Insurance, Pensions, Mortgageé & Investment) g ?

(13-14 Alexandra Parade, Weston Super Mare)

This years FUN RUN is being held on the 5th Aug, and it
promises to be even better than last year !
Last year, thanks to the participa- | to not one but three worthy causes.

tion of so many, we 1. The Weston Hospital

managed to raise  Luckacmia Appeal.
enough money to pro-

vide a “Guide Dog” for
the Blind (£1000)
and make a generous
donation, with the  g#2?
remaining money, to the g

“Tristan  Appeal” :
(£800). This year we | S“I’"?i: School
know, with your help @ (W-5-M).

of course, that we can J

do much better....
5th Aug, make a

note of it in your

diary and watch out
for further details. But
most important of all dont
Jorget that it is your support that
¢nables  us  to achieve  our
ambitions....

With there being  so %
many worthy charities to
support our hardest task
sopipaor has been in deciding
which one to support. So
difficult was this task that we
agreed to give our support

For further information conlact your .S‘qﬁ Rep or Comms Ops Sqn Ext 7444...
.Have you paid your entrance fee (£2) and picked up a sponsorship form yet !l!

juLy 1992 21
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Do you like
singing in the
bath - then
why not join
our CHOIR.
Rehearsals
1800 hrs
every Tuesday
in the
Church.

THE CHURCH OF
CHRIST THE KING,
RAF LOCKING

Christ the King is the Church
just inside the main gate and
is shared by alil of us. The Ro-
man Catholics have their
Mass on a Monday night (see
separate notice).

SUNDAY - 1030 Hrs

Family communion & Sunday
School.This is a C of E Service
but all denominations are wel-
come.

On the first Sunday in the
Month we will hold a FAMILY
MORNING SERVICE at 1030
hrs. The children stay in
Church for the whole service
and young families are most
welcome.

Our aim is to create a friendly
atmosphere in which those who
are new to the Church or per-
haps have never attended for
years - can come and comfort-
ably explore the experience of
worship. For many it becomes a
focal point of the week.

The Padre is happy to visit those
who would like to talk about
Church, beliefs, baptism etc be-
fore visiting the Church.

He will also provide a confiden-
tial ear to anybody who feels
that sharing a worry or burden
would be a help.

A CSFC Chaplain visits Locking
every Wednesday moming and
welcomes callers through the
Chaplains Centre at the
Flowerdown.

ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHAPLAINCY

MASS : MONDAY 1800 HRS
(This fulfils the Sunday obliga-
tion)

OFFICIATING CHAPLAIN:
Fr. Leslie Roberts OFM,
The Friary, Clevedon.

Tel: 91-873205

CHAPLAIN'S ASSISTANT :
Miss Janine Scothemn,

The Church Centre,

The Flowerdown Centre.
Tel : Ext 7360

REASONS WHY
SUNDAY MASS IS
CELEBRATED ON A MONDAY

Fr. Leslie is unable to come to
RAF Locking on Sunday be-
cause of Parish commitments in
Clevedon and Yatton. The local
clergy are also too occupied with
their own parishes on Sunday to
be able to serve Locking. Con-
sequently, the Bishop to the
Forces has granted us a special
dispensation to permit the Sun-
day Mass to be celebrated on a
Monday and thus fulfilling the
Sunday obligation.

If you wish to know more about
the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy
and the services it provides eg.
Catholic instruction for children
and adults, appointments for
baptisms, pre-marriage courses
and counselling etc, then for
more information please contact
Janine Scothern on Ext. 7360
or drop in sometime you will be
most welcome.

26
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- CROSSWORD CLUES COMPILED BY SGT
WALKDEN

ACROSS
1, 1deal (7)
5. This Is Pats way of protecting shoes (5)
9. Floor covered, but not by carpet {5)
10, Roge( will initially boot the. machine (5)
.. 11.Let the'tain roliby, you're protected (6)
12, The club to start (6) .
~ 14. Promise to da this when yoo marry (2 4,3, 4)
- 15, s ittrue the RAC is totally agamst Ethmc
e Minorities? (6) - .
18. Sad that the tree has to cry (6) SRR
* 20. | retired, in short, or at least made an effort (5)
21. Red Father became a man of the cloth (5)
22..When Ray sees the odds, he looks to God (5)
23.e.9.'760r'78 (3,4) - ;

~ DOWN \
2. 10 about to go in (5)
3. Accept this if you're to blame (4,9)
4. Fetch and carry for a goffer (5)
6. OCU paid Billy H for time off (6,7)
7.10%forthe Lord (5) .
8. How the Loaf was, so 10 speak, brought up (4)
13. It was cutting backwards {3)
16. Aircraft error came later (5)
17. Edit the rising and falling (4)

SOLUTION ON PAGE 36

Locking Rainbows
Rainbows are a relatively new
Baden Powell group which cater
for little girls aged 5-7 yrs. We
have a thriving Rainbow pack
here at RAF Locking which
meets in the Flowerdown Centre
every Wednesday evening from
5.30pm to 6.30pm. It is run by
Chris Smith and Erica Grieve and
they desperately need help!!!

So if you have some spare time
and you would like to help out
with craft work, games etc,
please contact Mrs Chris Smith
on 820627.

No experience necessary, just a
finely tuned sense of fun!!

r______

18. Western Pier used to clear ascreen (5)
19. You would have to rope a pop singer into domg
this (5)

Free Financial

Health Check!

Do you make the most of your money?
Do you know where it goes and why?

Imagine a service that does this for you and provides
a free, clear report covering your finances now and
in the future.

You've just imagined the Allied Dunbar Financial
Health Check!

For more details, complete %

the coupon below or phone HJLIEI_)_
me on 0272 732779. DUNB AR

PERSONAL FINANCIAL GUIDANCE

To: Bemard Andrew Thomas Sales Assaciate
representing Allied Dunbar Assuranca pic, which is a member of LAUTRO
Whiteladies House, 51-55 Whiteladies Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 2LY

Plaase contact me to telf me how Allied Dunbar can help me with pensions
Name:
Address:

Post Code: _ Telephone:

jury i992 29
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RAF Locking's challenge - 30th April 1992

o n 30th April 1992 the team
from RAF Locking consisting of
of Fit Lt (W) Kerry Ross, Chf Tech
Tony Beckett, Sgt Barry Mitchell, Cpl
Andy (the snake) Tindall, Cpl Perry
Somers and SAC Simon McFarling,
nervously trod the start line of this
years Support Command Half Mara-
thon. The weather was not being par-
ticularly kind with fine drizzle and a
fairly strong wind, fortunately the rain
was to stop fairly soon, unfortunately
the wind strength seemed to grow.

After one false start the starting
official managed to get the pistol to
fire and they were off. The start being
the usual cavalry charge, it took ap-
proximately a mile for things to settle
down to some sort of order.Two ath-
letes set the early pace and soon
opened a 75 yard or so gap on a chas-
ing pack of 4 containing Perry. There
was a further gap to another pack of 6
containing Barry who was having a
particularly good run. Further down
the field Tony, Andy and Simon were
running together trying to ensure that
they each came up with a PB. Mean-
while Kerry was also having a very
good run in the ladies race, especially
as she had had a run in with a “bad
bottle” of wine the night before.

By 3 miles the chasing pack had
reeled in one of the front runners and
were closing on the other whilst also
managing to get away from the group
containing Perry who was having a
fine battle with the “flying rev” for the
honour of first veteran runner.

After a further two miles the
chasing pack was down to 3 with FS
Pete Golding fading after a hard mile
into a strong headwind, and two miles
later the leader was also passed by the
chasing group of 3 who again upped
the tempo to ensure getting away.

Meanwhile Andy and Tony were
doing far better than expected and
were both looking at doing very rea-
sonable times, Simon was going
through a bad patch but was to re-
cover and finish well and Kerry was
having a great race being 2nd in the

ladies race and looking at also run-
ning a PB. 9 miles and the lead group
is down to 2, Perry and one other,
however the writing is on the wall as it
is feeling harder with every step, and
after 10 miles he is having to fight to
hang onto 2nd place.

13.1 miles, the end and Perry is
2nd in 1.07.57 (later promoted to 1st
as the winner is a Strike Command
runner in a Support Command race).

Barry has a great run finishing
14th overall, 2nd veteran in 1-13-47,
Next to finish is Andy (I think I will do
1-30-00 Tindall) in a great time of 1-
20-8, closely followed by Tony in 1-
23-00 and Simon in 1-25-00 both
running PBs,

However all was not over, Kerry
was having a strong run in the condi-
tions to finish 2nd lady in 1.35 thus
completing a fine day for Lockings
Athletes who were also to finish 4th
team.

Needless to say a few “wets”
were enjoyed before, during and after
the presentation and in this event .
Barry was the clear winner. Well done
to everyone involved.

31
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Our Father, Who Art In Heaven . . .

ight, Lord here we are. I've suc-

cessfully negotiated the conver-
sations in the porch, picked up the
weekly bulletin - (if there are any more
puns from the Padre I'll scream) and
I've chosen my favourite seat. Now,
where was I? Right - Lord, I'm about
to pray - what shall I say? My cold,
Lord. It's getting worse. I'm into
hankies like they are going out of
fashion. Medical Centre - they can’t
even cure a common cold . . .

Oh, heavens, someone wants to
come past. I'm praying, can’t they see?
Why can't they go and sit on the other
side? In any case there’s something
very embarrassing about praying
close to a complete stranger: you
know what I mean - especially if
they’re not praying at the same time -
might be timing my holiness. What's
par for the course - 2 minutes worth?
Anyway I shall and up, smile, let them
in and then perhaps kneel down again

On the other hand, you have to
admit that sitting is more comfortable,
especially on chairs. But pews - give
me pews any day for kneeling, You
can really rest yourself on pews. But
chairs - you're always worried in case
you move them or, heaven forbid,
knock your forehead against the back

of the person in front. It's so embar-
rassing . . . Lord, where was I?

Ah, yes : praying. Right, Lord -
here we go. “God” - no, “Almighty
God” Better - more reverent. Like talk-
ing to the Queen. Isn't she lovely?
And her mother? All those powder
blues and yellows. God bless the
Queen Mum. But why does she have
those yapping corgis? A labrador, yes
but not all those corgis.

Lord, here I go again, rabbitting
on . . I only came here to get a bit of
peace and quiet and my mind won’t
stay still. My indigestion has settled
down a bit now (but shall I unwrap
the Rennie now or during the ser-
mon?).

I'll try again “Almighty God” . . .
if only the door would stop opening
and closing. I could pray. I really
could. But then, come to think about
it, I've never been taught to. No one
has ever said to me : “This is how you
should pray”. I need a course . . tech-
niques, deep breathing, concentration
- that sort of thing,

IF THIS IS YOU, I THINK GOD
MIGHT REPLY:

You - you lovely, muddle-headed,
topsy-turvey, clowning person - you're
my child. In love I hold you - and
gradually, ever so gradually, like a
rose unfolding, I shall disclose my
very self to you. Don’t be impatient to
know me. In good time - I'll use

his words “Our Father, who art in
heaven..”
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WHATISA
ROAD REP?

‘ A Road Rep's smiling face should be one

| of the the first things you encounter when you
arrive at RAF Locking! Their main task is to

| welcome newcomers to the married quarters

f and to pass on information and advice about lo-
I cal and station amenities and to give them the

! HIVE information booklet.

They are also the link between the Sta-
tion's security, barrack and estates staff and the
residents. Meetings are held regularly between
§ the representatives of Estates Flight, Barrack
i Stores, Police Flight and the Road Reps to dis-

| cuss any matters that are causing concern and
{ to make suggestions that might benefit the

| community. For example, any safety, security or
| environmental matters which are causing con-

| cern.

Do YOU know who your Road rep is and

§ where she lives? Look on the list and then, if

| you have any problems or queries, please con-

| tact her as she will be only too glad to help. She
| in turn may be valled upon by the families of-

| fice to contact you to canvas your opinion or
gain information.

If you have any queries, don't hesitate to
contact Sarah Longman, the Road Rep Co-
ordinator on 823941 or Jan Drew at the HIVE on
822131, ext. 7239

ROAD REPS

Canberra Crescent

Mrs Taylor (12 Canberra Crescent)
Anson Road 1-7, 2-40

Mrs Murphy (12 Anson Road)
Anson Road 9-51, 42-68

Mrs Drew (33 Anson Road)
Anson Road 53-71, 70-98

Mrs Shackleton (53 Anson Road)
Larkhill Road

Mrs Russell (5 Larkhill Road)
Merryfield Road

Mrs Welsh (4 Merryfield Road)
Woolvers Way

Mrs Fleming (6 Woolvers Way)
Oxford Square

Mrs Muspratt (18 Anson Road);
Mrs Allen(23 Anson Road)
Varsity Way

Mrs Dutton (16 Woolvers Way)
Portal Road

Mrs Smith (2 Portal Road)
Trenchard Road 1-12

Mrs Smith (2 Portal Road)
Trenchard Road 13-27

Mrs Frye (15 Trenchard Road)
Pinetree Road 2,4

Mrs Bailey (11 Tower Hill)
Pinetree Road 1-15

Mrs Frye (15 Trenchard Road)
Flowerdown Road -
Mrs Longman (13 Flowerdown Rd)
Broadway

Mrs Farrell (21 Broadway)
Mendip Road 10, 12, 14, 16
Mrs Farrell (21 Broadway)
Mendip Road 1-8, 11, 13,
15,17,19

Mrs Ross (10 Adastral)
Adastral Road

Mrs Ross (10 Adastral)
Spinney Road

Mrs Bailey (11 Tower Hill).
Tower Hill

Mrs Bailey (11 Tower Hill)
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A Journey from Cyprus to the UK
(The hard W&Y) by Sergeant Mann, Comms Ops Sqn

T ickets purchased Limassol -
Pireaus, Igoumenitsa - Barl and
Dunkirk - Folkestone, all the foreign
currency collected from the Bank, the
travel insurance and the Green Card
all arranged, all we had to do now was
walt until our departure day. This
tended to drag a little, you know what
its like; something you are looking for-
ward to, seems to take ages to arrive.

Eventually the day did arrive,
Monday 12th August. We threw the
last items of clothing into our bags
and loaded the trailer up before
checking out of the Hotel Miramarre.
We'd had a good three days in the ho-
tel at full board, eating everything that
was going and visiting the local night-
spots in Yermosoya, just a stone's
throw from the hotel. I squeezed the
last drops of petrol into the tank be-
fore heading off to the Limassol New
Port. Incidentally, the last time I drove
back from Cyprus, my car was loaded
onto a pontoon, floated out to the
boat, then loaded into the side, all a
little precarious. These days the ships
are more modern and life is much
easier, All are now the drive on drive
off variety, making life a lot easier!

On arrival at the Limassol Port,
chaos reigned. There were about three
or four different boats leaving, all near
enough at the same time, at least two
going to Greece. Nobody seemed to
know where to send you for documen-
tation, most of the time I was just
greeted with the usual shrugged
shoulders syndrome when I asked
where I had to go. After three quarters
of an hour waiting for a phantom cus-
toms man to turn up, I thought it
about time to make a few inquiries
myself, Would you believe, I found the
Customs man, not in the logical place
you would expect when leaving the
country but in the Arrival Lounge! Af-
ter much stamping of documents and
passing from person to person I was
finally told that I had to present my
car to another Customs man cutside
who would check that I was indeed
exporting the correct car in accord-

ance with the log book. All this nau-
sea now behind me, all that was left to
do was to drive onto the Ferry. The
Silver Paloma was a welcome sight af-
ter all the messing about but this too
seemed to have its fair share of chaos.
People traversing narrow passage
ways with large suitcases and chil-
dren in tow, people coming down
gangways whilst you're trying to go up
them. With the help of a steward, we
finally found our cabin. It wasn't too
bad, however as it was an outside
cabin on the upper deck passers-by
did tend to stare in from outside as if
we were inmates of a zoo or some-
thing,.

The boat left dock at 1330 hrs
by which time we were looking for-
ward to our lunch, Marching into the
Dining Room we promptly about
turned and marched out again after
looking at their prices, talk about hav-
ing to take a mortgage out for lunch.
The Cypriots in the cabin two down
from us had the right idea: there
seemed to be about 14 of them in the
cabin and I think they had brought
their own barbecue with them, they
were certainly having a party, bags of
the village red plonk, lots of haloumi,
sheftalia and bread all swished down
with a bottle or two of Cypriot brandy.
They had probably heard about the
prices before! We had a few items
with us to eat which we made do with.

We found the crew very surly
and unhelpful, the boat left a lost to
be desired as well. To stop the “Deck
Passengers” from entering the main
boat, they had locked most of the fire
exits, this meant to get outside onto
the deck, you first had to wander
around and find an exit that was
open. I suppose if there was a fire
you’d have to wait until one of the
crew came along and unlocked it. In
reality he'd probably be the first in the
lifeboat and you'd still be finding your
way out!

After a good night's sleep, we ar-
rived in Rhodes. We had hoped to
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spend six or seven hours here to
do a bit of shopping and sightsee-
ing etc. Not so! We were told that
we were only going to be in
Rhodes for a couple of hours as
we had to make an unscheduled
stop in Tinos. We landed on
Rhodes at about 0700 hrs long
before most of the shops had
opened, the only shops open were
the coffee shops and they seemed
to be doing a brisk trade with the
passengers from the Silver
Paloma. Just time to catch the
odd souvenir shops opening be-
fore heading back to the boat and
the next leg of the journey to
Tinos in the Greek Islands.
Funny, there never seems much
to do onboard when you are sail-
ing, you walk around the boat,
you read a little, you walk around
the boat again and maybe sleep a
little.

Much of the day was spent
sunbathing on the top deck and
watching the ships and the is-
lands go by. At about 2100 hrs
Tinos came into view. A very
pretty looking island with plenty
of night life by the looks of it. We
were to spend a few hours here so
we thought it a good idea to go
and check out the local tavernas,
besides we were quite famished by
this time, what with the prices on
board. Arriving at Tinos port was
quite interesting, the Greek Navy
was also trying to berth and with
a quite strong cross wind, watch-
ing several thousand tons of boat
trying to berth was an experience,
much shouting and swearing (in
Greek). Tinos seemed a busy little
island full of tourists, mainly Brits
but with a few Germans inter-
spersed, plenty of touristic souve-
nir shops and loads of bright
lights. We found our Taverna and
settled down to a Mousaka or two.
After sandwiches etc, this was
cordon bleu and quite cheap as
well, Just time to amble up the
hill passing many glittery shops to
the church at the top before re-
turning to the ship. The church
seemed to be a pilgrimage for very
Arabic looking people, I never did
find out why.

Wednesday 14th August
saw us arriving in Piraeus, a
beautiful morning with the sun

not long up. I've had experience of
Piracus and Greek Customs Offic-
ers before so I was somewhat ap-
prehensive about our arrival.
Nevertheless, unloading the car
was painless for me, not so for the
Cypriot in front, he crunched the
wing of his brand new Mitsubishi
Pajero (Shogun) whilst being mar-
shalled off the boat! Oh! they
don’t tell you, you have to pay
2000 drachma (£5) for the privi-
lege of taking your car off their
boat, our Cypriot friend in the
Pajero refused to pay, I wonder
why? Going through Customs had
the usual problems; go here, go
there, get this stamped, take it
elsewhere but all in all we got
through the dock and Customs
pretty quickly considering. It took
a bit of time getting used again to
the Greek driving and driving on
the right hand side of the road in-
cluding getting out of Piraeus but
we managed it in the end.

We arrived in Varin Boldi
around noon, a campsite just out-
side of Athens that I had used be-
fore, erected our tents and sorted
out the bedding. Time was ours
now, so rather than drive into
Athens (total bedlam) we took the
local train there, a wise decision
as it turned out. For all five os us
to go to Athens and return worked
out to about £2.50, about ten
miles each way. Everyone that vis-
its Athens visits the Acropolis, so
off we sent on a foot slog for about
a mile in strength draining head
eventually arriving at the entrance
to the ruin. How about a drink I
asked? Five glasses of lemon juice
set me back £5, that wasn’t all
though, after getting over that
shock, I enquired about the price
of entry to the Acropolis. They
wanted about £20 from us to look
around some old ruins. Talk
about paying for the Elgin Mar-
bles! After telling them what they
could do with their ruins, we
marched on down to the market
place. Some god bargains to be
found here, especially in the way
of leather goods. We bought my
youngest son a leather school
satchel for 3,500 Dr {£13), you
can’t get them in the UK now like
that. Despite the prices, we had a
good look around Athens before
boarding the train again for the

campsite,

The campsite left a lot to be
desired, not only were the staff
churlish, rude and laid back but
their dogs ran freely, cocking their
legs up at any tent that should get
in the way. The owner wasn't
amused the next day when I sug-
gested deducting 1500 Dr for the
noise and nuisance that his dogs
had caused the previous night, in
fact he accused me of acting like a
“Cypriot™! I informed him that
they were better business men
than he was. On the whole the
campsite was expensive fora 1 *
campsite but it was nice and
handy for Athens and alleviated
the problem of having to drive
around Athens, an unfamiliar

city.

Thursday 15th August and
this was really the beginning of
our trek back to the UK. We
packed our gear into the trailer,
made sure we hadn't left an
behind (including the kids) and
headed off towards Rio via the
Korinth Canal. An uneventful
journey however, the Korinth Ca-
nal is worth a mention. The sheer
engineering that must have gone
into building this canall It is a
narrow channel just wide enough
to get an average size steamer
through it, the walls of the canal
are sheer rising to about 200 feet
either side and the length is about
2 miles. It is an amazing sight
watching a boat passing under-
neath the bridge that you are
standing on, about 200 feet below
you. At Korinth, we thought it
about time we stocked up with
some of the local items from the
Supermarket. After the well
stocked supermarkets of Cyprus
this was a bit of an eye opener,
granted there was a civil war go-
ing on in Yugoslavia and stocks
were perhaps not arriving by road
but it appeared the shelves were
not very well stocked at all. The
shelves gave you the impression
of being rather like the Russian
supermarkets that you see on the
television, not much meat, hardly
any luxury items and pretty drab
by any standard. Prices weren't
too bad, so we bought some bread
and some fizzy drinks and found
ourselves a place to sit and eat
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Why is it, people come to me, to sort out trivial things,
and when pacﬁ up, for the cfmj, the w[epﬁom still rings?
Wﬁtj is it, when J wash the car, to make it nice and clean,
the birds will afways ﬂlj right past, and show me where they've been?
quj is it, that my neia%ours, just never g'we @ CUSS,
they park their cars, and take up space, for elephant and bus?
Or leave it well out, in the road, where it may couse some harm,
then wake the dead, with warbling din, due to a cheap alarm?
Why is it , peopfe sit outside, and shelter from the sun,
and pfatj their }ﬁ-}'i’s wlera-loud, to Jeafen everyone?
Wﬁtj is it, that my barbecue, smatifastftj will not work,
it takes two hours, to cook a steak - it makes one fee[ a berk!
Wﬁg is it, when 1 cut the gross, it shoots up overniﬂﬁt,
to twice the ﬁei@ﬁt it was Before - that reaﬁg can’t be ri@ﬁtf?
Wﬁvj is it, that J cannot do, the tﬁiﬂgs that 1 have pfarme({,
yet everyone, expects me to provide a helping hand?
quj is it, "pfease" and "thank tjou", no (onger have o p[ace,
due courtesy to everyone, no need for lack of grace?
Instead of se[ﬂsﬁ action, we should communicate,

anj is it, no-one fistens - perfw.ps, it is too flate?

No
Qomned by Dachyon
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