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TWO WOUNDED IRISHMEN WHO WOULD NOT SURRENDER
Two wounded Irish dragoons were left at a farmhouse during the retreat from Mons. A dozen Germans came. Behind a barricade
of furniture the Irishmen kept them at bay. The Germans made off to get a machine—gun. Rather than bring trouble upon the people
who had sheltered them, the dragoons hobbled out with some mad idea of taking the gun. They died like heroes.
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THE GREAT EPISODES OF THE WAR
V111. How the Little British Army Crossed the Aisne

A

BOVE the old French cathedral town of Soissons,
some fifty miles north of Paris, rises a vast, flattopped mass of rock, covered with woods and brushwood, broken by quarries and seamed by wild green ravines.
From the ravines, hill torrents flash and tumble into the
broad, slow, deep waters of the Aisne River.
This great plateau of Soissons is reckoned to be the
strongest natural fortress in Northern Europe. The
Germans seized it years ago, and designed it for their
chief attacking point against Paris. Their agents bought
many of the quarries, and, while carrying on their ordinary
trade, built secret gun and howitzer emplacements at
the chief strategical positions on the tableland.
To this French Gibraltar, thus cunningly _won and
prepared, in times of_ peace, for an open-air siege battle,
General Kluck retired with surprising swiftness after
his defeat at the Battle of the Marne.
A Land Fort of Gibraltar
Strength
- So immensely strong was his position, to which the
siege artillery destined for use at Paris was brought, that
the German commander confidently looked forward to
breakin,his opponents and rapidly resuming the advance
on the bFrench capital. He had probably three hundred
thousand men at the beginning on the Soissons plateau,
and the Allies, still pursuing his rearguards in the plains
of Champagne, came up against him with about an equal
number of men.
On the eastern wing was the Sixth French Army, under
General Castelnau, in the centre was a British force of
three army corps, on the western wing, in touch with
our men, were the Turcos of the Fifth French Army.
General Castelnau swept partly round the east of the
tableland, with a view to attacking Kluck on the flank.
The Turcos advanced towards the eastern end of the
plateau, where the rocky mass fell down in a gentle slope
to Berry-au-Bac and the country round Rheims.
Our troops in the centre were faced with the most
tremendous and perilous task that men have ever been
called on to carry out. They had to storm the enemy's
high fortified position by a direct frontal attack. They
had no heavy siege artillery, such as the Germans had
set in the commanding positions ; they were also outnumbered in machine-guns. Then, in order to get within
rifle range of the dim, grey masses of foes entrenched on
every steep scarp and ravine cliff, they had to cross a
river Valley, widening from half a mile to two miles, and
next bridge the river, a hundred and seventy feet in breadth,
with pontoons, under the most terrific shell-fire mortal
man has ever endured. When all this was done they
had to climb up the ridge with guns, Maxims, and innumerable rifles blazing at them,
Giant Guns v3rsus
Flesh and Blood
It was not a battle of man against man, but a one-sided
contest between a gigantic, systematised, and long-prepared
collection of Krupp's war machinery and something like
a hundred and twenty thousand young British athletes.
It would have been no disparagement of the courage
of our men had they failed to force the passage of the
Aisne against such instruments of death. Just on the
right of our troops, the Turcos, who are among the most
fearless souls with mortal breath, were driven back front
the ford of Berry-au-Bac. And still further westward,
in the level country round Rheims, the German guns
blew the French from a hill near Rheims and prevented
them from retaking it.
Yet, in spite of the terrible disadvantages under which
they attacked, Sir John French and his men - crossed the
valley of death and seized one of the principal, commanding -positions on the plateau. The British advance
began on Saturday, September i2th, with-a glorious piece
of work by the Queen's Bays and other cavalrymen under

General Allenby. Fighting, now on horseback, now on
foot, sometimes with sword and lance, sometimes with
carbine fire like infantry, Allenby and his men won all the
country up to the Aisne valley. They conquered, in one of
those " hussar strokes " the Germans talk about but never
achieve, the southern highlands of the Aisne, trenched
by the tributary stream of the Vesle. Here Kluck had
thrown out a strong advance guard to keep his splendid
outer defences. In a swift, deadly fight, often waged
hand-to-hand, the Germans were broken, and those that
escaped blew up the Aisne bridges as they fled.
The Road Cleared for
the British Advance
After this clearance, the way was open for the general
British advance. Sir John French divided his forces
into three equal parts, each of them an army corps in
strength: On the left wing was the Third Army Corps,
in the centre was the Second Army Corps under Sir Horace
Smith-Dorrien, on the right Wing was the First Army
Corps under Sir Douglas 1-1ig. The three columns, when
deployed in fighting line, stretched twenty miles along
the southern wooded ridge of the Aisne valley.
On this ridge our artillery was placed, and so concealed
among the trees that the German gunners—one, two,
three, and four miles away, on' and behind the opposite
forested ridge—could not mark its position. The " Doves"
quickly came, of course, soaring over the valley on their
far from peaceful mission—grey-blue German aeroplanes
with dove-shaped wings, sweeping behind our troops to
search for our guns and find the range for the Krupp
howitzer batteries. Our flying men, however, did not
merely chase the " doves " away, but swooped like hawks
at them, killing pilots and wrecking the machines.
Then our scouts of the sky darted across the valley,
and, while dodging the puff-balls of the Krupp aerial guns,
tried to discover the positions of the larger masses of
German troops and get a glimpse of a gun muzzle peeping
here and there through the foliage. Nothing of much
importance, however, was discovered by the morning of
Sunday, September 13th.
A Great Battle in a
Morning Haze
There was the empty river valley, with its broken bridges
and the autumn sunlight playing over it. The roar of
guns came from Soissons on one side and Rheims on the
other, as our men silently went. down into the deathtrap so carefully prepared for them. In order to discover
at what points the main German forces were massed,
a general advance in open order was ordered at dawn, all
along the river for twenty miles. The morning haze hid
our troops for a while, but by nine o'clock they were
under an incessant shell-fire.
All the tongues of high, wooded rock, sloping from the
tableland to the river, were crowded with German riflemen,
with machine-guns - and quick-firers. They had left one
bridge intact, at the little town of Conde, in the centre
of their, position. Over this bridge they intended . to pour,
in pursuit, when they had completely crippled our advance.
They had some of their heavy guns directed at the Conde,
bridge-head, and the fire there was so overwhelming that'
our Second Army Corps, under Smith-Dorrien, could 'not
cross the river at that point. So it bravely, desperately'
entrenched itself right in front of the German army, just
where the Vesle poured its waters into the Aisne, and
held the enemy, preventing them from using the bridge.
Our batteries were brought' to bear on and around Conde,
to blow away any German counter-attack.
Thus, in the centre, the position of stalemate was quickly
arrived at. Either side could have smashed the Conde
bridge with a few shells ; but each, hoping for an
opportunity to use it, left it intact, and set their sappers
to work to deepen and push forward the trenches towards
the river. Our men were at first in a very dangerous.
(continuea on page 248.)
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Mentioned in Sir John French's Despatches
Aisne. A special tribute was paid
to the skilful and decisive conduct
of Sir Douglas Haig, and every
branch of the Service was warmly
complimented. " The Battle of
the Aisne," wrote Sir John French,
" has once more demonstrated the
splendid spirit, gallantry, and
devotion which animates the
officers and men of his Majesty's
forces." They \I ere subjected to
great strain day and night.

ON. Sunday night, October ISth,
1914, -there was issued in the
form of a special edition of the
" London Gazette " two long
despatches from Field - Marshal
Sir John French, Commanding-inChief British Forces in the Field,
to Lord Kitchener. They were
dated September 171,11 and October
13th, and detailed the performances of the British troops in
the Battles of the Marne and

Lt.-Gen. W. P. PULTENEY,
C.B., D.S,O.
" Took7 over the command of the
Third Corps just before the commencement of the Battle of the
Marne, and showed himself to be a
most capable commander in the
field."

Lt.-Gen. SIR DOUGLAS HAIG, K.C.B., K.C.I.E.,
K.C.V.O.
I cannot speak too highly of the valuable services
rendered by Sir Douglas Haig and the army corps
under his command. Day after day and night after
night the enemy's infantry has been hurled against
him in violent counter-attack, which has never on
any one occasion succeeded."

Lt.-Gen. SIR ARCHIBALD MURRAY,
K.C.B.,'C.V.O., D.S.O.
"Has continued to render me Invaluable help as Chief of the Staff."
Sir Archibald Murray has been inspector of Infantry since 1912. He
served in Zululand, and was wounded
in the South African campaign.

Brig.-Gen. J. A. L. HALDANE, Lt.-Col. G. P. T. FIELDING, Brig.-Gen. A. E. W. COUNT - Lt.-Col. STANLEY BARRY,
C.B., D.S.O.,
D.S.O.,
GLEICHEN,
K.C.V.O., C.B., Aide-de-Camp to Field-Marshal
General Headquarters Staff.
3rd Coldstream Guards.
C.M.G., D.S.O., Headgtrs. Staff.
Sir John French.

Lt.-Col. LORD BROOKE,
Aide-de-Camp to FieldMarshal SirJohn French.

Maj.-3n. SIR CHARLES FERGUS'S ON, IVIajor H.R.H. PRINCE ARTAJR OF Gan. H. de B. de LISLE,
Bart., C.B., M.V.O., D.S.O.,
CONNAU31-IT, K.G.
2nd Cavalry Brigade.
General Headquarters Stiff.
"Employed on c)ildantial mi33:313." "Acted with great vigour.'
(Pho tos by La jaye,te, In & I), 119tb.,,y, Banana, Spea,glit, II. lIalt,r II, bat,.)
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Haig at once grasped the fine opportunity of the position
he had so happily gained. .By a series of quick, skilful,
position. They had Id entrench hastily under a terrific
bold, decisive movements, he sent patrols in the evening
shell-fire. But by mighty " navvy " work they dug
up to the heights occupied by the enemy. Then, after
themselves at last into safety and began to make shelfallowing his main troops a few hours' sleep at night,
proof covers on their earthworks. They were the men
dispatched them also up the tableland before dawn
who had saved both the British - and French forces from
to support his advance guards at Vendresse, some three
Kluck's enveloping movement at Cariabrai, and the hardest
and a half miles north of the Aisne,
job had again fallen to them.
About three a.m. on Monday, September r_tth, the
decisive struggle at the critical point began. The Germans
A Fierce Fight Stopped
held a factory at Troyon, a village nearly on the ridge.
by Darkness
This factory played in the battle for the Aisne the same
Some of them got across the river to the left of Conde,
part as the farm of Hougonmont played in the Battle of
though swept by a heavy fire, and entrenched on the
Waterloo. It was attacked in the misty dawn by the
opposite bank. On +heir right the Third Army Corps
King's Royal Rifles, the Royal Sussex Regiment, the
rafted some of their men across the Aisne near the broken
Northants, the Loyal North Lanes, and the Coldstreams.
bridge of Venizel. The bridge was repaired by our engineers
A Battle Round
but shattered again by German shells, and our artillery
a Factory
had to be man-handled across it. As evening came on,
sufficient troops had reached the opposite bank to force
The Lancashire men won the factory, and all the wet,
their way, by unceasing violent fighting, half up the steep
misty morning the fight went on, with the rest of the
plateau towards the village of Vregriv. Vregny, however,
infantry brigade spread out on either side of the factory
was the main German position, where the German armament
facing the German entrenchments on the wooded ridge. Our
was chiefly massed: So terrible was the hurricane of lead
gunners could do little to help their foot soldiers. In the haze
from the guns and Maxims that by five-thirty o'clock in
nothing could be seen to fire at. Meanwhile, another British
the evening our troops were held. But as they withdrew in
brigade was working in a half-circle round from the east at
the darkness, so did
Vend resse. It was inthe Germans: The
tended to reinforce
Germans retired two
the firing-line round
miles from the river
the factory. But
and entrenched on the
,before so doing it
ridge. Our engineers
came upon a strong
were' busy during the
hostile column sent to
night throwing pon:
break through our
toons over-the Aisne,
position.
across which men and
This column was
ouns went to reinforce
hurled back — with
the' advanee guard
blank-point rifle fire
clinging to the wooded
in the haze, followed
slopes round Bucy-lcby a fierce bayonet
long.
charge. Two thousand
Altogether we had
of our men, fighting
not made much prowith cool fury, stopped
gress at- the Venizel
the entire countercrossing. To have
stroke.
escaped annihilation
While this decisive
and won some of the
conflict was proceedlower slopes constiing the other division
tuted a magnificent
of - the First Army
triumph of human
Corps had also manAn odious comparison, This picture—postcard, widely circulated in Germany,
energy and courage
aged to climb the
shows
how
the
kinsmen
of
the
Huns
are
gloating
over
their
dastardly
destruction
over the G er m an
plateau towards Ostel
of Rheims Cathedral. It compares the destruction of Heidelberg Castle by the
machinery of death.
French in the time of Louis XIV.—an ordinary act of war—with an act of
Ridge, some four miles
sacrilegious infamy.
But as the Germans
West of the factory.
held the great towering ridge above our men, and held it with
The Germans then gave over their direct attack, and
heavier artillery than we possessed, our foothold on their vast
massed westward, past Ostel Ridge, and tried to wedge
open-air fortress was still somewhat chancy and perilous.
down to the river, dividing our -army and threatening
Haig's communications. But Sir Douglas obtained a
It was the First Army Corps, under the splendid leadercavalry division from Sir John French, turned the
ship of Sir Douglas Haig, that turned the whole heroic
horsemen into infantry, and so secured his flank.
adventure into one of the greatest successes of British arms.
Sir Douglas commanded the extreme right wing of the
This was done with some very heavy fighting, but the
British advance. He split his 3rrny, corps into its two
Germans gradually weakened through the great losses
divisions, that each spread out fan-wise.
they suffered. So, when the weakness of the enemy was
clearly felt by our men, at four o'clock in the afternoon,
The Feat of the
a general advance was made by all the troops under Haig.
Girder Crossing
The Final Closing
The Second Division, at a point some six miles east of
Conde, found a broken bridge with one girder still showing' Charge
This was the grand, closing charge that decided the
partly above water. Single-file, and under a murderous
day. Upward and onward our men went, against a
tempest of Krupp shells, one of the infantry brigades
hurricane of shrapnel and rifle fire. But when night fell
crossed by the girder, and, headed by the Guards, fought
they had won the road along the ridgethe Chemin-desa terrible battle at the foot of the river heights at Chavonne
Dames, or Ladies' Walk.
and held the bank.
The crossing of the Aisne was accomplished. All the
In the meantime the First Division had found the one
heavy artillery and many of the machine-guns, planted
weak point in the German defences. Working about two
on the heights for use against our men, were captured.
miles further up the river, away from the British centre
By reason of the winning of this conimanding position
and close to the Turcos,. they discovered that the canal
on the plateau, our army was able to bold the Aisne for
bridge at the little village of Bourg was only weakly
many weeks, against all counter-attacks, while General
defended. , Some tremendous mistake must have been
Joffre lengthened out his left wing till it reached the
made by General Kluck or one of his subordinate generals.
North Sea. Once again the little British Army had proved,
Both our cavalry and gunS, as well as our infantry, crossed
to friend and foe, its marvellous oualities.
the Aisne at Bourg with slight opposition. Sir Douglas
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"Sunk the Lot"—Captain Fox pays off His Score
CAPTA“- C. II. FOX has taken an early opportunity
of " wiping something off the -slate." He was
Commander of the Amphion, which was sunk by a
German mine on August 6th, and was afterwards given
command of the Undaunted. On Saturday, October
17th, the Undaunted, accompanied by her destroyer
flotilla—the Lance, Legion, Lennox, and Loyal-sighted four German destroyers off the coast of
Holland and promptly rounded them up.
Then the battle began. The marksmanship of the
British gunners was wonderful. Every shot went
home, and pieces of the enemy ships were blown high
into the air. The four German destroyers were all
sent to the bottom within an hour and a half.
- The Undaunted, with her destroyers, came back with
thirty-one German prisoners rescued from the sea, one

The Undaunted is one of the new 3,520—ton light cruisers of the Arethusa class. and carries two 6 in. and six 4 in. guns,
The portrait is the gallant Captain Fox, who earned glory for himself and fame for his ship by his brilliant exploit.

of whom, a sub-lieutenant, died of his, wounds a feW.minutes
after landing. Two other German •sailors Were rescued
by the Lowestoft trawler United.
Commander Fox is reported to have sent two wirelesS
messages to the main Fleet-the first reading : " Am
pursuing four German destroyers," and the second, a little
later : " Sunk the
lot." The German loss
of life was about two
hundred, while the
British lost no officers
or men and had only
five wounded.

Two views of the L class of British destroyers, four of which—the Lance, Legion, Lennox, and Loyal—took part in the skirmish off
the Dutch coast when the four German destroyers were sunk. The portrait is Commander W. de M. Egerton, of the Lance.
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" Interned in Hospitable Holland, butHEN Antwerp was evacuated by its defenders the
greater part of the British ist Naval Brigade was
cut off by the German attack north of Lokeren, and about
2,000 officers and men entered Dutch territory in the
neighbourhood of Hulst, laying down their arms in
accordance with the laws of neutrality. It is believed that

W

this unfortunate occurrence was due to the treachery of. a
guide, who purposely .led fife 1st Naval Brigade into
dangerous ground. Some of the interned men belong to
the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, young fellows who,
despite the short time they had been under arms, gave a
very good account of themselves in the trenches.

Men [of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve and .Marines interned in Holland after taking part in the defence of Antwerp. They are
being presented with pieces of chocolate by an English lady, and eat the sweetmeat with huge relish.

Although in enforced idleness, they do not intend to let their muscles get flabby,
and this picture shows some of them exercising in the barrack—yard at
Leewarden, where they are interned.

A Dutch woman, in the picturesque garb of
her country, lights the pipe of a British
handyman at her cottage door.

Football has been the outstanding recreation of our fighting men during the war. Even the interned naval men do not neglect it. This
photograph shows the team which took part in a match against an array of football talent from Groningen.
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Still Smiling after their Antwerp Adventure

This photograph was taken at Leewarden, when a
Marine had his head under the pump, with a
friendly Dutchman at the handle.

The interned Marines in Holland are being well treated by the kindly Dutch.
This photograph was also taken at Leewarden. and shows two Marines who
have struck up a bond of comradeship with their sabot-wearing Dutch cooks.

Their experience in Antwerp did not depress the naval men who were compelled to cross the Dutch frontier in their march from the
surrendered city. Their only regret is that while there is fighting to be done, the hazard of war has placed them in a position where
they will be unable to take any part in it and share the joy of battle and the triumph of victory.
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The Sad Wandering of a Fugitive Nation

The flag of Germany hoisted on the remains of
Fort Stabrouch, one of Antwerp's defences.

Dutch soldiers registering the names of Belgian children who have lost their
parents, with a view to finding the latter and re—uniting the families.

Belgian refugees passing through North Belgium after leaving Antwerp, their
few belongings being carried in a dog—cart. Inset: Two wounded Belgians in
France assisting each other in search for safety.

Deserted Antwerp in the hands of the invading Huns. The German occupiers have been exercising all their arts of persuasion to induce
the people to come back, but the memory of Termonde, Louvain, and Dinant is too fresh and too vivid for the Belgian fly, who refuses
to enter the parlour of the German spider.
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Germans Wildly Rejoice at Our Naval Losses
GERMANY went wild with delight
over the sinking of the three British
cruisers Aboukir, Hogue, and Cres5yr in
September. The officer in command of
Submarine 179, which did the damage,
was Lieut-Capt. Oito Weddingen. He
was married only a short time previous
to setting forth on his daring exploit.
In recounting his' adventure, he praised
the courage of the men on the British
ships. " All the while," he said, " the
men staved at their guns looking for
their invisible foe. They were brave;
:true to their country's sea traditions."

,,,,,

..... .

H.M.S. Hawke, an old cruiser of 7,350 tons and 15.3 knots, was sunk
by a German submarine in the northern waters of the North Sea
on October 15th: This was the ship which came into collision with
the gigantic liner Olympic in 1911. Some of the crew rescued from
the water are shown in the photograph above, and the cruiser is
pictured on the left.

How the German submarine U9 was greeted when she returned to Wilhelmshaven, the great German naval base, in the early
morning of September 23rd, after sinking three British cruisers. The officers and men of the submarine lined up on their vessel
and received a wild ovation from the crews of German warships. The picture is by a well-known German artist.
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The Coming o the -First Canadian Contingent

On October 14th the great armada that brought the Canadian Expeditionary Force reached
Plymouth Hoe, that haven of heroic memory, whence the great Sir Francis Drake went to
smash the " Invincible Armada " of the Kaiser's prototype, Philip of Spain, who also
dreamed of triumph over a prostrate England, and of a world dominion.

The Canadian contingent parading on the Hoe, Plymouth, beside the Armada Memorial, seen on the left. The portrait inset is of
Major—General E. A. H. Anderson, who commands the Canadian contingent. (Photo by Elliott d, F)y.)

The enthusiasm with which the arrival of the Canadians at Plymouth was hailed by the
" Dogs of Devon " was a splendid echo of their own fine spirit in rushing to the defence of
the Empire as soon as the news of war was flashed across the ocean. This photograph shows
came of the men from Montreal with a parrot as a reaimental mascot.

The kind of beef and bone that a
Scottish ancestry and Canadian
breeding can produce to help us
hold the Empire.
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Overseas Warriors Getting Fit for the Front

Signallers of theist Mounted Canadian Highlanders at their camp in England after their journey from Plymouth, where they disembarked
from their transports. The men are of the best physique the Empire can provide, solid specimens of hard muscle and iron sinew.

Canadian Grenadiers in their English camp distributing the
morning's delivery of British bread. Note the knitted fatigue—
caps the men are wearing.
-

Canadian " Scotties" in their camp "bathroom " remember Urn
cleanliness is next to godliness, and in a fighting man may even
hold the first place.

" Princess Pat's," AS Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry
are nicknamed, are the only Canadian regiment with colours, and
these were presented by the Royal Princess herself.

Nursing sisters of the Canadian Red Cross Medical Corps
will attend the wounded at St. Thomas's Hospital in
London, where they have already arrived.
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A Scot Captures a German Gun Single-handed

Lieutenant Sir Archibald Gibson Craig lost his life while leading
his men to attack a machine—gun which was hidden in a wood.
Sword in hand and shouting "Charge, men! At them !" he
reached to within ten yards of the gun and then fell. But his men
silenced the gun. On the same day a man of his regiment,

Private Wilson, of Edinburgh, captured a gun single—handed. Six
Germans were in charge of the weapon. Being a good marks—
man, he picked off five with his rifle, bayoneted the sixth, and
endeavoured to turn the gun on the enemy. Unfortunately the
piece jammed, and an officer coming up helped him to disable it.
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Germans Mowed Down on the River Niemen

On September 25th the German army opposing the Russians and apparently silenced the Russians, yet at a second attempt to
cross the Russian weapons re—opened fire and inflicted terrific
under General Rennenkampf attempted to cross the River
loss. In the river and on one of its banks eight thousand
Niemen. They constructed pontoon bridges, and were crossing
Germans perished. On the other bank, one thousand five
in fancied security when the Russian guns opened a concentrated
hundred
German corpses lay unburied for some days afterwards.
fire and swept them into the river. The German artillery replied
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The Hateful Hun and His Handiwork

The devastation caused by German shells in the French town
of Longwy, that suffered the fate of Louvain and Termonde.

Even the tombs of the dead are not immune from German artillery
attack as will be seen from this photograph of the Eastern Cemetery
at Rheims after having been shelled by the Germans.

The man in the circle is responsible head of it all, the perjured braggart who styles himself the vicegerent of Gad—Kaiser Wilhelm 11.
of Germany. The lower picture shows a street in Albert, a town where the fighting was severe, as may be guessed from the awful
ruin to which it has been reduced. The photograph was taken while it was still burning.
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Caniera

Friends--

and Foes

Miss Jessica Bothwick, owner of the Red Cross schooner Grace Darling, who
was the last person to leave Ostend when the Germans entered. From the pier
shown in the background four Germans fired twenty shots at her as she
hurried away in a pinnace to join the schooner. This photograph was taken
a few minutes later as she steered for Britain.

A brave British corporal named
Crouch, whose hand was amputated while under fire. Queen Mary
sent him a bunch of white
heather for luck, a simple present
that he values highly.

General Radko Dinntrieff, a.
Bulgarian ; commander, who
volunteered for service with
Russia when war broke out, and
successfully attacked the
Austrians, winning official praise.

Count von Moltke, Chief of the German
Staff. Nephew of the man who won
the Franco-Prussian War for Germany,
and a favourite of the Kaiser. Is by
no means so clever as his late uncle.

General von Auffenburg, Commander-in-Chief of the deplorable Austrian army in Galicia,
which Russia defeated thoroughly
and with the greatest ease.

Field-Marshal von der Goltz, Military
Governor installed by Germany in Brussels. Came off second best in his
encounters with plucky Burgomaster
Max, and sent him to a fortress.

Rev. 3. Chanderlon, of Antwerp, a Belgian priest, who accompanies the horse
regiments of our gallant little ally. He has been under fire with them on
many occasions, fortunately coming out of each engagement unwounded. His
muscular Christianity does not prevent him smoking cigarettes or offering them
to the gallant men whom he cheers and comforts.

Captain Cyril T. M. Fuller, Commander of H.M.S. Cumberland,
which captured a large number of
German liners in the Cameroons.
From a Royal Academy painting.

Defenceless Bruges "Conquered"by the Huns

German soldiers in the Grand Place, Bruges,
which they entered on October 15th.

Antwerp under thelf heel, the
coast
Germans proceedel towards
of Belgium, and an advance guard of two_
hundred reached the histo.-Ic old town of
Bruges at one o'clock on the afternoon of
October 15th. The previous day tue:e had
Leen heavy fighting between Ghent arei
Bruges, Lut when it was realf,e1 that the
occupation of Bruges ww, ine-y=table the
town's Civic Guard was d s',)an
the invaders could have no pretext fo:
violating the town. Next far fle German:,
reached Ostend.
WITH

Another view of Bruges in German occupation. Many German soldiers were billeted upon the town, and caused surprise by committing no excesses. Inset: A London motor-'bus captured by the enemy, and used for transport. Photographed in Bruges.
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German Bribery and Boer Loyalty in South Africa
law was proclaimed in the, Union of
M ARTIAL
South Africa on October 12th, 1914, owing
to a Boer General, Lieutenant-Colonel Maritz,
turning rebel and taking command of the German
troops in South-West Africa. Less than five
hundred men accompanied him, and many of
these ultimately returned to the Union forces.
Maritz fought against the British in the Boer
War, rising from the rank of corporal. His
traitorous action was probably influenced by
liberal supplies , of German money. Dutch
loyalty is proved by the splendid response
to Commandant Piet de la Rey's call for
volunteers to form a Dutch mounted commando.
From one district alone six hundred men answered
the call ; and, at a meeting of influential Dutch
citizens held in Cape Town, many former political
opponents of General Botha unanimously pledged
themselves to support him and the Union.

A body of German Colonial Horse in German South-West Africa.

Some of the loyal Dutch burghers whiim General Botha will command in his operations against German South-West Africa.

This family group shows General Louis Botha, Premier of the
Union of South Africa and Commander of the S. A. Defence
Force, with his sons. General Botha earned our respect as a foe,
our admiration as an administrator, our love as a patriot. The son

in uniform is Captain Louis Botha. The other son standing is
John, who, although under age, volunteered for service. The
little boy in front, is Philip, the youngest son. The larger picture
on the right shows a body of the Cape Mounted Police.
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Breaking Bridges and Making Bridges in War-time

of bridges has been elevated to a science. bridge—a gangway laid across boats or barges, as seen in,
THEAdestruCtion
few shillingsworth of high explosive, properly placed,
the lower picture. Such bridges are made often under
Rill destroy a massive steel or stone bridge costing tens or
hundreds of thousands of pounds. And the erection of
temporary bridges is also a scientific job that falls within
the province of the military engineers. The usual form of
temporary bridge for wide streams or rivers is the pontoon

heavy artillery and- rifle fire, and are frequently destroyed
as soon as made., At the Battle of the Marne a bridge
made over the river fifteen times. and fi'teen times destroyed
by German guns ; but the sixteenth attempt was successful,
and the French passed over to the attack and to victory.

A scene near Lizy, in France, where, during the Battle of Meaux, a bridge over the River Ourcq was blown up, thereby wrecking a train
filled with wounded, forty of whom were drowned in the river. The photograph shows the wreck of the bridge and of the engine and tender.

The destruction of bridges by the contending armies creates a need for other bridges, and as speed in their construction is the
essential consideration, they are made of boats or rafts upon which a passage—way is thrown, as shown in this picture.

Page 263

The War Illustrated, 31st October, 1914.

Skill of Military Engineers— British and German

A massive railway bridge of stone and brickwo?k between Amiens and Rouen was destroyed by Germans during their retreat
through France, but British engineers made a strong and serviceable repair with balks of timber, as seen in the picture, thereby re—
establishing the lines of communication and giving them the use of the railway for the transport of their men, guns, and stores.

The Belgians did not consider the cost of the bridges they
destroyed so long as they could arrest or impede the progress
of the invaders of their country. This photograph shows
something more than a bridge—it is a tunnel on one of the Belgian
railways, blown up by the Belgians themselves. The mass

above fell in, and made the railway useless until the German
engineers, with commendable skill, made the repair seen in the
photograph, thereby making the railway of service for their
armies. These German soldiers are guarding the tunnel so as to
be prepared for another attempt to blow it up by the Belgians.

The Red Cross of Help and Sympathy—

The Hospital Corps which Nova Scotia will send to the front entraining at Halifax for the camp at Valcartier, Quebec.

One of the four—footed friends of the French soldiers approaching
a wounded man with a bandage in its mouth. Like the famous
dogs of St. Bernard, these Red Cross animals have proved of
infinite benefit to wounded and suffering humanity.

A Roman Catholic:nun nursing a wounded
German soldier in the Red Cross Hospital at
IVIaestricht, to which Clutch town many injured
Germans and Belgians were taken.

A Red Cross worker, recruited from a neighbouring village,
bending over a wounded Belgian soldier after a conflict at
Audogom. He discovered that the man's pockets had been turned
inside out, and the contents stolen by German soldiers.

A scene in the hospital at Alost, where Belgian women who have been grossly
maltreated by Germans are receiving attention from the sympathetic nuns.
A doctor's certificate, verifying the injuries received by the poor women. one of
whom is quite old, is in London.

The, War Illustrated, 31st October,

l'gc 265

1914.

—Mending the Warriors Broken in the War

Wounded warriors arriving at a British seaport town. The
two leaders belong to the Dorset Regiment. One has his left
arm injured and the other his right. Bugler Clark (on the right),although wounded, would'not part with his beloved bugle, and
brought it home, accompanied by a German helmet.- Inset:
French Red Cross assisting a wounded Frenchman.

T

HE history

of most great wars includes one black chapter
—the terrible proportion of fighting men put out of
action by disease, by epidemics like erysipelas, cholera,
typhoid, and dysentery. It is fairly certain that in this war
the wounded have received more attention than has been
devoted to them in any previous great struggle.

A British nurse binds up the injured
head of one of our sailors.

A British soldier, whose injuries are so severe that he cannot walk, lying on a stretcher preparatory to being hoisted on to a Red Cross ship in a French port for conveyance to Britain.

Light-hearted French Wounded Returning from the Front to Recuperate in Paris

Wounded French soldiers being welcomed by a huge crowd on the railway-station p/atform. 'Two of the warriors have brought home German helmets as trophies. One is so light-hearted
that he exhibits his plastered wound to the sympathetic audience: Presents of Cigarettet,, wine, .and fruit are being handed to the men who have bled for their country.
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Died for King and Country

Maier R. T. ROPER,
Dorset Regiment.

Major F. SWETENHAM,
2nd Dragoons.

Capt. R. C. EVELEGH,
Ox, and Bucks L.I.

Capt. H. S. TOPPIN,
Northumberland Fusiliers.

Capt. A. K. HYRKE-SMITH
Liverpool Regt.

L

Capt. E. F. GRANTDALTON, West Yorks. Regt.

Lieut. W. E. HILL,
North Staffs Regt

Capt. M. V. FOY.
Royal West Surrey Regt.

Maj.-Gen. H. I. W. HAMILTON, C.V.O., C.B., D.S.O.

Capt. H. L. HELME,

Loyal North Lanes Regt.

Ca,t. A. HORNE,
Cameron Highlanders.

Major Swetenham was aged thirty-eight, and saw service in South Africa. receiving
medal and three clasps. Capt. Evelegh, aged twenty-nine, was killed in the Battle
of the Aisne.
Capt. Toppin took a valiant part in the South African War. Major-Gen Hamilton
was hit in the temple and killed by a bullet from a shell which exploded one hundred
yards away. He had commanded the North Midland Division since 1911. His
active service included the Burmese Expedition, and the Egyptian Campaign, including the Battles of Atbara and Khartoum. He was mentioned in despatches three
times in the Egyptian Campaign, and received the D.S.O. In South Africa he was
Military Secretary to Lord Kitchener, a post he had previously occupied in India.
Capt. Home served in the Nile Expedition and in South Africa.
Capt. Kyrke-Smith received his captaincy i❑ 1910. Capt. Fisher was appointed
captain in 1910. Capt. Grant-Dalton was at the Relief of Ladysmith, and at. Colenso
and Laing's Nek. Capt. Ranken was gazetted captain i❑ 1912. Lieut. Buller was
killed in British East Africa. Lieut. Forsyth was made lieutenant in 1905. Capt.
Pepys received his captaincy in 1913. Lieut. Wilkinson received his commission in
7911. Lieut. Mitchell died of wounds received on September 25th. Lieut. Sills was
killed on September 20th.

Capt. H. S. RANKEN,
R.A M.C.

Lieut. F. E. BULLER,
Royal Engineers.

Lieut. J. C. FORSYTH,
Royal Field Artillery.

Sec.—Lieut. C. C. SILLS,
Lieut. J. R. IC WILKINSON,
Lieut. J. A. S. MITCHELL,
Shropshire L.I.
South Wales Borderers.
Middlesex Regt.
Photos by Lafayette, Heath,Gate tt: Polden, Dassano, Cribb, etc.

Lieut. J. FRASER,
Connaught Rangers.

Capt. M. FISHER,
West Yorkshire Regt.

Capt. R. W. PEPYS,
Worcestershire Regt.

Lieut. M. DEASE,
Royal Fusiliers.
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HOW THE WAR WAGES
The Fourfold Battle in Belgium
HE heroic Belgian army, after arriving intact at
Ostend, did not wait long for its revenge upon the
ravagers of its country. After a brief period in which the
trooT,:s from Antwerp rested and refitted, while French
Marines guarded the dune-lands by the sea, the Belgians
entrenched
'' on the little canalised river Yser, about eleven
miles south :of Ostend. Here, in a wild region of blown
sand, rising into innumerable hillocks and falling into
countless hollows, a German army of 40,000 men from
Ghent advanced, confident of an easy victory.

T

GENERAL KLUCK'S plan—openly announced in
the German Press—was to sweep down by the seashore on to Dunkirk and Calais, and then turn inland in a
great hooking, enveloping movement against the AngloFrench left wing that stretched northward to Ypres.
With this view the Germans seized Ostend. and then
began their wide-fronted march along the coast. The
battle opened on Sunday. October i8th. with an .action at
Middelkerke, a few miles south of Ostend. between the
Belgian advance guard and the German mmy.

•
•

THE STORY OF THE
GREAT CONFLICT
TOLD WEEK BY WEEK

gun sections from the battle-squadron, swept up the coast
victoriously towards Ostend. Our monitors, destroyers,
and flying men formed the right advance guard that
shelled a path for them, with the Gerthan submarines still
vainly showing their periscopes to aim their torpedoes.
Be Wednesday, October 2 jet, the last desperate enYeloing, movement made by General Kluck to save his lines cf
communication seemed to have failed.
The Advancing Wedge into Belgium
FOR the Allies still held the wedge firmly driven into
Belgium to the north-weSt of Lille. The river Lys,
flowing northward from France to join the Scheldt at Ghent,
was the path by which the British, Indian, and Frencn
armies were advancing. On October 22nd they occupiej
the level country between the Yser at Dixmude and the
Lys at .Menin, and a violent battle was going on some tee,
miles north of the entrenched front. There. the great
cavalry charges, in which French, British, and _Indian
horsemen bore down the entire mounted forces of Germany's
western armies, had been displaced by artillery duels an--€
by the slow movements of foot-soldiers.

was the most extraordinary fight in the history of the THE battle around Lille was long and terribly violent,
I T human
In places the Allies- foUght their wav forward, house by
race. It was fought on land and on water, in
the clouds and under the waves. Three new miniature
British battleships the monitors Severn, Humber, and
Mersey—steamed into the shallow shore water, and shelled
the German batteries and shrapnelled the German troops,
while British flying machines swept over the enemy's
trenches and fought with German flying men.

house. Their riflemen then lost the houses they woff
through the enemy bringing his quick-firing guns to bear,
but afterwards recovered the shelled ruins by the advance
of their own artillery. Slowly but continually the Germans
were beaten back. General joffre, with grim patience, was
gradually bleeding Germany white—as Bismarck once
threatened to bleed France.

The Strangest Battle Ever Fought

monitors were built in England for the Brazilian The Russian Victory on the Vistula
THEGovernment,
for service as river-warships. They THE Russian commander handled the Germans as Ii
handled the Austrians. He had so arranged it, 'at
draw less water than a destroyer. and yet possess a
mightier armament than a light cruiser. They were a new
type of fighting-machine, and our Government had taken
them over, at the outbreak of the war, for just such a
purpose as they were now fulfilling. They had large,
powerful guns and deadly howitzers. Our aerial scouts
directed the fire of these surprising monitors.

the end of August, that Austria-Hungary was drained of her
military power on Russian soil, where there was no gridiron.
of railway communications to support the defeat NI.
invaders. In the same manner he began, in the middle
of October, to sap the strength of Germany, after drawing
his prey far out into the roadless mud of _Russian Poland.

THE German land batteries were practically powerless
against their new. adversaries. Our sailormen.
sheltered in armoured turrets on moving ships had only
two casualties, a man and a boy wounded, in the Middelkerke action. The Germans fell in hundreds. To defend
them. German submarines appeared on the coast, and
launched torpedoes at our Monitors. But a monitor only
skims the water, and the torpedoes went under the keel.
Moreover. there was a strong flotilla of British destroyers
protecting our latest weapons of sea-power.

spies in Warsaw were protected by the
GERMAN
Russian commander, He allowl them • to Sc:

The Battle of Niauport
N Tuesday, October goth, the main battle for the
coast began at Nieuport, where the Belgians were
entrenched for twenty miles along the canalised banks of
the Yser to Dixmude, and beyond. towards Ypres. The
Germans brought up mobile heavy artillery and were.
certain of blowing their way through the Belgian trenches,
as they had done outside Antwerp. Here it was that the
three British monitors proved of priceless value in the
defence. They were forts of huge strength that could
dodge the fire of the German batteries with the speed of a
The German batteries, on the other hand, had to
cyclist.
be horsed and slowly shifted, under the eyes of our aerial
scouts. The British naval gunner was absolute master of
the situation. He smashed the German artillery; blew
German regiments to bits, and left his ally—the Belgian
soldier—in a position of tremendous advantage.

O

Dixmude, where the fire of our monitors hardly
AT told,
the Belgian army gallantly held its position,
advancing in fierce, successful counter-attacks against
their hated enemies. In the meantime, like a knife,
swinging in a circiflar movement on the pivot of Dixmude,
the Belgians by the shore, reinforced with British machine-

everything, and report to their masters that Warsaw was
very weakly defended. This happened on October t5th.
when a German host of 60o,000 men were close to the
Polish capital. On the Russian Military Staff there was a
brilliant student of the workings of the Teutonic mind. At
a stroke he transformed the German system of espionage
into a Russian instrument of strategy.
•
WHEN the spies had done their work of mr:iinformation.
" purposely disseminated by the Russians; they were shot.
Enormous reinforcements of Russian troops, ready _for
battle, and concealed to the north of Warsaw, were then
lined along the Vistula. The Germans advanced, confident
of having found the weak point in the Russian front. A
panic broke out in Warsaw, perhaps with the encouragement
of the military authorities, and gave the invaders increased
confidence. But when they tried to cross the Vistula to
enter Warsaw, on October 17th, they were suddenly flungback for twenty miles on one wing, and thirty miles on
the other. Next day they violently counter-attacked,
only to be more violently repulsed.
The Rout of the Tertons
CROSSING the Vistula in turn, the Russians swung
forward on a line stretching from Warsaw to Iyangorod. Fed by continual reinforcements, this line rapidly
grew in length and strength, and curled round the fortified
entrenchments to which the Germans had withdrawn. On
the night of Tuesday, October loth, the 600,00o invaders
abandoned their position, and fled towards their own distant
frontier. The Grand Duke Nicholas then ordered a general
attack by the entire Russian front. By Thursday, Octobr
2 end, the German retreat had, in places, become a rout.
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COSSACK, captured with his horse, near Lodz, was taken to
Petrokof, and exhibited before the German populace as a kind of
freak show. A Uhlan officer tried to put the horse through its
paces, but it declined to move. " Let me get on with you," suggested
the Cossack. There were too many German soldiers about for escape
o be dreamt of, so the officer innocently complied. Directly the
Cossack was in the saddle he uttered a couple of words, and the horse
dashed off through the astonished Germans at full gallop. No one
dared to shoot because of the officer. That night, amid a scene of
great jubilation, and after many exciting adventures, the Cossack rejoined his company with the Uhlan captain a Prisoner.
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GREAT EPISODES OF THE WAR
1914.

The First Historic Battle of the Polish Rivers

N these wild days it is given us to witness as mighty
and terrible things as are recorded in history.
Since
Alexander the Great defeated a million Persians at
Nineveh, there has not been so sudden a destruction of the
tremendous military power of an ancient Empire as that
which. befel Austria-Hungary in the middle of September,
1014.
The Russian victory between the Vistula and San
Rivers was the grand event of the first part of the war.
After it, Austria practically disappeared, the remnants of
her main forces being merged in the eastern armies of
Germany. The Hapsburg dynasty, that for six hundred
years had controlled the destinies of Central Europe, came
to an end. The upstart Hohenzollern was, for the rest of
the war, ' the real master of both Teutonic Empires.
Such were the consequences of the greatest victory of
modern times. By three rapid blows the Grand Duke
Nicholas of Russia reduced a million of the best soldiers of
Austria-Hungary and Germany into a fleeing mob without
fighting power. Nobody expected the Russians to fight
in this manner not even their Allies. It was a strange
new Russia that emerged on the battlefield, with all the

I

was pivoted on the great fortress of Przemysl, in Galicia.
Altogether, the Austrians were as strongly posted in
Russian Poland in the first week of September as the
Germans were in France in the middle of the following
month. The Turobin heights were, indeed, more difficult
to storm than the plateau of the Aisne, and siege-guns were
mounted en them.
From the point of view of the Teutonic strategists, they
had recovered from the reverse at Lemberg by bringing
their opponents suddenly to the position of stalemate. A
frontal attack, against such terrific pow•er of heavy and
light artillery and such masses of riflemen as they had
placed and entrenched, was impossible. There remained
only a slow, open-air siege battle.
But since the first modern siege battles had been fought
in the Manchurian campaign, a new school of strategists
had arisen in Russia. In flat contradiction to German
ideas, the Russian military experts held that a frontal
attack, if properly managed, was bound to succeed at a
heavy, but justifiable, sacrifice of troops.
And it did succeed. Terrible as were the odds against

TRAITORS THREE : THE LEADERS OF THE DISLOYAL MINORITY AT THE CAPE.

Lieut.-Colonel Maritz, reported wounded
during the operations against him by
, Colonel Brits, was lured into rebellion by
German gold.

General Christian De Wet, 67 years of age,
greatly prolonged the Beer War by " slim"
tactics. His rebellion was announced on
October 28th.

old slackness, slowness, muddle-headed, passive strength of
Russian warfare transformed into the speed of a Napoleonic
campaign, on a vaster scale than Napoleon ever fought.
Except that the Austrian commander, General von
Auffenberg, allowed himself to be lured far away from his
railways into Russian Poland, the enemy combated at
good advantage. He chose an excellent position in the
rolling, wooded country between the Vistula and the Bug
Rivers, with the broad stream of the San as his southern
line of defence. A German force of some 150,000 men, with
heavy artillery, entrenched on hills a thousand feet high,
with a river running at the foot and moating their earthworks. They formed the central point in the battle-front
at Turobin, and some 900,000 Austrians, Hungarians,
Italians from the Trentino, and subject Slav soldiers extended the line for 200 miles. They had 2,50o pieces of
artillery, and machine-guns in extraordinary abundance.
So formidable were the positions and the armament of
the Austrians that our ally had to withdraw large numbers
of its men from Eastern Prussia to help in the attack.
No outflanking movement was possible. The wide, deep,
strong, unbridged waters of the Vistula protected the first
Austrian army near Krasnic. Besides, Austrian warboats, with quick-firing guns, joined in the battle from the
Vistula—as our monitors afterwards did off Nieuport, on
the North Sea. The second army held the central hill
country from Turobin to Tomashov. The third army

General. Beyers, born 1860, fought in the
Boer War Formerly a lawyer and a clever
Rugby footballer Visited the Kaiser at
Berlin in 1912. Rebelled in October, 1914.

him, the Russian infantryman proved that the bayoneted
rifle was the master even of the modern gun. On September
Toth the front of the first Austrian army, resting on the
Vistula, under the command of General Bankl, was pierced
and shattered. None but the Russians could have done
such a thing. They alone of the Allies had the tremendous
numbers necessary for prevailing against modern artillery.
The battle opened at the beginning of September with
the usual artillery duel. Slowly, stubbornly, the quiet,
patient Russian peasant advanced under the cover of his
big guns. Then, when he seemed to have reached the
edge of safety, he charged. He fell. His immediate
supports came on at a run. They fell. But a great army
was behind them, ranged company after company, regiment after regiment. Every yard the dead and wounded
won in front was held by their advancing, inexhaustible
supports. In the night, when the defending gunners
could not distinguish friend from foe, the bayonet came
over the Austrian trenches, stabbing, thrusting as it passed.
Behind, the Russian guns were pushed along the path of
the victorious infantrymen, and great masses of Cossack
cavalry rode in advance of the guns.
At dawn the breach that had been made was held and
widened ; the Cossacks poured through, and the pursuit
began. Rearguard after rearguard of the retreating first
Austrian army was outflanked or beaten down by a direct
(Confirmed on page 271.)
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The Wild Stampede of a Terror-stricken Team

corporal of the Northampton Regiment describes
A WOUNDED
the scene to which one of our war artists has given graphic
expression. The horses of a British battery went mad with fright
at the bursting German shells as they were pulling the guns into action.
The drivers held to the animals like grim death; but, in spite of all
their efforts, the terrified steeds, with wild cries of equine madness,
rushed towards the German lines, pulling drivers and guns behind them.
A party of new men with horses was brought up and gave chase.
Meantime, the German shells continued to burst all round the team,

whose madness increased as the distance between the plunging cavalcade
and the enemy's lines became less. The new horses were made to
overtake the frightened team, and a vain attempt was made to stco
the runaways as they came within the range of more German guns.
There was nothing for it but to shoot the stampeded horses, and
the new horses were substituted under a hail of death from the opposing
artillery. Half of the men were hit, and, as they were getting the
guns away, German infantry advanced, but British reinforcements
arrived and the immediate danger of losing the guns was over.

Th.,: War iliwtratcd, 7th No ermbcr, 1EL4
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GREA T EPISODES OF THE WAR ( "",?.;',Vr the San on the south. - The Cossacks shelled and charged
them in their rear, the Russian gunners and infantrymen
attack. On both sides the carnage was dreadful. The
slew them in the front and on the flank. Something like
Russian commander had sent his men forth to die in tens
a hundred thousand ,of the Austrian force surrendered,
of thousands—in maiw tens of thousands. ' With something
bit by bit, in brigades, regiments, and leaderless squads.
between twenty and thirty millions of armed men at his
None of the others would have escaped had it not been
call, he could do what General Joffre on the Aisne could
for the fine, unwarlike humanity - of the Russian foot
not safely do. He could chance the lives of half a million
soldier. During the first day of the rout, while he rememmen for the sake of a great, overwhelming victory.
bered his own dead, he was terrible. He slew till he was
At Mukden, some years before, the Russians had been
foregone with fatigue. Then he slept where he stood, and
too cautious. They had allowed the Japanese to play - fed, and looked to his bayonet, and went onward to continue.
.the German game of persistent outflanking movements.
But he could not bring himself to do it. All anger died
But now the Grand Duke Nicholas was in his own country,
out of him when he came upon his starving, driven foes.
with millions of reserves hastening towards his lines. So
Used to sharing his food with every beggar that wandered
he used his unparalleled resources of flesh and blood to
into his village, he felt only a great pity for the beaten men
obtain a swift and complete decision. From the Vistula
bunched about the marshes. The gunners and the Cossacks
to Turobin heights the enemy's machine-guns were rushed
acted as executioners ; the peasant rifleman took -What
and their cannon choked. Then the deaths of the multiprisoners he could, but he was very slow to kill. This is
tudes of fallen, heroic pioneers of victory were avenged
the reason he had afterwards to fight, in the great battles
on the broken, fleeing foes. It was a terrible way of
round and below Warsaw, some hundreds of thousands of
winning a battle, but the result was of incomparable
the Austrian forces he had previously had at his mercy.
importance. There was no retreat possible for the
While the first and second Austrian armies, with their,
vanquished army ; it was torn in two and routed.
German reinforcements, were withdrawing in increasing
The great siege-howitzers and heavy guns of the German
disorder towards Cracow, the third Austrian force mainarmy could not be moved quickly enough. When the front
tained a stubborn fight near the Galician frontier. But

Three members of the L Battery, Royal Horse Art fiery, have been recommended for the V.C. for their gallant conduct at Compiegne.
They continued to serve the only gun not silenced by the overwhelming German force. So accurate and fierce was their fire, that all
the German weapons but one were put out of action, and subsequently captured by a relieving force. This photograph shows two of
the men—right, Gunner Darbyshire; left, Driver Osborne—being cheered by their comrades,

slaldenly broke the Cossacks swept through the opening,
with light horse artillery supports, and captured the
German - armament. Then the Russian horsemen divided.
One division helped their infantry to drive in the rearguards
of the flying first army. The -Other division rode through
the gap between the retiring -force and the second central
Austrian army at Tomashov.
By September iith the Austrian centre, under General
von Auffenberg, was assailed in front by a force under
General Russkv, and attacked on the flank by another.
Russian force.
The Russian cavalry, moreover, was working on the
Austrian line of communication, and capturing most of its
supply trains. Having guns with theM, these horsemen
were terribly powerful. The starving; outmanoeuvred
Austrians were summoned . to surrender,, - Their case was
utterly hopeless, but their commanders- refused to- yield.
The Russians, therefore, had no alternatiVe but to destroy
this- great mass of men.
`It Was the most dreadful slaughter in- modern history.
The vast hordes of beaten, hungry- troops were- driven out
of the hills down to the._ great marshlands and swamps
extending from the banks of the Vistul on the west and

the arrival of fugitives from their second army, bringing
the news that the Russians were getting between them and
their beaten centre, soon began to tell on their spirits. They
made a desperate attack on the Russian left wing on
September r fth, but the next day the Russian commander
in this section of the battlefield—General Brussilov----took
the offensive and swept away the last stand of Austria's
last forces. The beaten third army retired on the fortress
of Przemysl, while the other two armies were shepherded
along a difficult, boggy line of retreat that afforded no
rallying place till Cracow was reached.
This rout of a million men was full of wild horrors.
Streams were dammed with bodies, trodden down in
headlong, flight till the current was banked up and flowed
over the surrounding fields. Piles of slain awaited burial
or burning. Wounded,, riderless horses galloped wildly
over the- abandoned country, that was strewn with dead
men, and weapons, and equipment. More than a third of
the forces of - Austria-Hungary were put out of action
the rest were left with no fighting ability, until they passed
under the control of the German General Staff, who stiffened
them with their - own . men and removed most of their
commanders. Even then, they fought with no spirit.

re
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Scenes from the Great Battle of the Coast

A panoramic view of Ostend, the famous Belgian seaside resort. It was occupied by Germans on October 16th, and the British
warships fired upon the town to drive them out. The Hotel Majestic, marked on this photograph, was severely damaged.
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EVER in the history of the world has such another
conflict as the Battle of the Coast been fought. It
extended from Ostend to Arras, and raged on land, sea, and
air. The British warships bombarded Ostend, where
Germans were in force, and the Germans rained their
heavy shells upon Dixmude, turning the town into a
veritable inferno. The German losses were appalling, and
in their frantic efforts to reach Calais they withdrew CA'Ciy
available soldier and Marine from the west of Belgium,
and threw them against the Allies. A French official
statement, published on October 16th, said : " On our
left wing the action now extends from Ypres to the sea."
This day may therefore be considered the opening of the
unparalleled battle which was still raging in early November.

Ostend's magnificent stretch of sand, where merry bathing—girls were sporting so recently as July, now in possession of German
infantry. The map shows the area of our Navy's coastal fighting. Dotted area is shallow water; striped area, range of naval guns.

A remarkabl.3 photograph showing the actual advance of one part of the German army to the attack on the Yser. Germany
hurried reinforcements to the Belgian coast with all possible speed, some of them being_boys fresh from school.
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The Unparalleled Struggle for Calais
I:NT its frantic effort to reach Calais, and thus get " at the
throat of England," the German army sacrificed life
wholesale. Their loss during the Battle on the Coast
was estimated at not less than fourteen thousand daily.
The battle raged on land, sea, and air. Aeroplanes and
a stationary balloon directed the fire of our monitors, which
poUred a devastating fire into the German flank, while the
allied land forces in front allowed the enemy rio respite.
;- -

Until the great Battle on the Coast, most people were entirely ignorant of the three monitors—warships capable of manoeuvring in
shallow water—that Great Britain possessed. This photograph shows the monitor Humber, one of the vessels that shelled the Germans.

Who would have believed that in these days of aeroplanes a balloon
would be of use ? Yet a stationary balloon helped the monitors'
guns to get the range of the German trenches.

_ Photograph of a monitor taking ammunition aboard in a French
port, preparatory to another attack off the Belgian coast.

On board a monitor after its operations on the Belgian coast.
Its gallant crew have had a " go "-at the Germans, and are
happy. On the left are two French military doctors who came
aboard to congratulate them upon their exploit.

The survivors of a British landing-party, who, attempting to
get -ashore with a machine-gun, were picked off by German
marksmen lying flat on the sand dunes. One by one they
dropped, unable to get their gun into position.
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German Reinforcements to" Take Calais or Die!"

"Take Calais or die !" was the spirit in which Germany sent legion after legion of reinforcements to make good the awful slaughter
in her depleted attacking lines. Antwerp, like the rest of Central and North Belgium, was almost denuded of troops in this great
attempt, and here we see German soldiers about to leave Antwerp for the Battle of the Dunes.

A photograph taken in the town of Blankenberghe, north—east of Ostend towards Zeebrugge, when one of the great waves o.
German reinforcements was passing through on its way to throw itself upon the rock of Belgian resistance in the south.

The War Illustrated, 7th November,
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The Amazing Vitality of King Albert's Valiant Army

Belgium never laid claim to a highly-trained Army, and Germany
expected to crush it with the greatest ease. But it won't give in.
This photograph shows a Belgian regiment re-forming itself in
a French town. One of the men wears a British soldier's cap.

GERMANY fondly hoped to walk through Belgium with
hardly any opposition. The Belgian Army was so
small, and inexperienced that it was never credited with
being able to impede the advance of the mighty German
hosts. Yet the tremendous vitality and resisting-power
of Belgium has been the greatest" surprise of the war.
Overwhelmed at Liege, the Belgian Army retired to
Antwerp and recuperated. It constantly sallied forth
and hampered the invader, and when, hopelessly outnumbered and outranged in artillery, it was forced to
retire from its last stronghold, it did so in good order.
Then, undaunted, it re-formed itself and took a glorious
part in the Battle of the Coast.
What France and
Britain, what the whole civilised world, owes to plucky
little Belgium can never be estimated. The story of the
brave deeds of King Albert and his hand of soldier-heroes
will echo down the centuries yet to come.

Five stalwart Belgians guard a road between Dunkirk and Calais.
They stand in front of an inn used as a guard-room.

In their various retiring actions before disproportionate numbers, the Belgians accomplished many creditable marches. This
photograph shows a party of them, with military cyclists, marching from Ostend, after their position in that town became untenable.
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—History has no Finer Chapter than Belgium's Heroism

Prepared to sell their tiveedearly,a small Belgian force impedes
the advance of a German patrol near Ypres. Picture below:
Weary, but not defeated. Belgians resting at a wayside town
in the course of their long tramp4rom Ostend into France.

An interval for food. Four Belgians enjoy a pannikin of soup
in the shelter of a French timber-yard.

Driven from Brussels to Antwerp, and then to Ostend, the Belgian Government was finally compelled to take refuge in the French seaport of Havre. This picture shows a cartload of Belgian official papers and books on their way to the new quarters in the latter place.

77,e
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The Men Who Turned the Tide on the Yser
DURING the great Battle on the Coast, in late October,
a brave little Belgian force was beaten" back after
a forty-eight hours' resistance by an overwhelming number
of the enemy. As the Germans pressed forward they
encountered, not retiring Belgians, but oncoming swarthy
figures—the British Indians—whose deadly bayonets threw

them back in disorder. They were simply dug out of the
trenches ,in which they had taken shelter, and the wellaimed bullets drove them back still farther. Ten thousand
dead Germans are declared to have been left behind in
that retreat. Their hopes of breaking the line had been
ruthlessly shattered by the East's finest fighters.

A Maxim-gun section of our valiant Indian warriors marching to battle. The Maxims are carried on the backs of mules.

The machine-guns are unstrapped from the mules and carried by hand to the spot whence they will pour forth their leaden hail.

Indian troops advance to take a position. In twos and

threes, they put every scrap of cover, every grassy hillock to advantage.
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Temporary Home of the Belgian Government
German advance through Belgium
THEmade
it advisable for the Belgian
Government to remove the State
archives and the personnel of the
Government from Brussels, which is an
unfortificd city. The first removal was
to Antwerp, which was made on August
7th, thirteen days after the declaration
of war by Germany.
Then, when it became clear that
Antwerp was certain to be invested—if
not taken—the Government removed to
Ostend on October 7th. On October
9th Antwerp fell under attack by the
heavy German artillery, and the whole
territory of Belgium became unsafe for
the Government. So, on October 13th,
it removed to safety at Havre, where
it was given accommodation by the
hospitable French Government.

The offices of the Belgian Ministers of State at St. Adresse, near Havre, placed at
their service by the French Government, who, while deploring the reason for doing
so, welcomed the chance of showing their friendliness for their brave allies.

Belgian ministers in Havre. Reading from
the left they are: M. H. Carton de Wiart
(Justice); M. M. J. Davignon (Foreign);
M. P. Poullet (Science and Art); M. A. Van de
In the circle is the Villa
Vyere (Finance).
Hollandaise, at St. Andresse, near Havre,
the temporary official home of the F oreign
Minister.

The Guard of the Belgian Government marching through Havre, which has been the seat of Belgian affairs of State since Oct. 13th.

The Terror by Night : Our Gurkhas at Work

The fighting qualities of the Gurkhas, the little hillmen from
Northern India who fermi one of the most efficient sections of our
Indian Army, are well known. In addition to a rifle, the Gurkha
carries a keen knife with a broad fish-shaped blade. This knife
he can throw for some distance with deadly accuracy, or he can use

it at close quarters with terrible effect. With, a cat-like noiselessness the Gurkha, knife in hand or in teeth, can glide through the
grass until he is close to the isolated outpost, as seen in the
picture, and then comes the fatal throw or the fatal spring and
slash that invariably adds one to the enemy's mortality list.

French Night Attack on German Heavy Guns

The captors of seven German heavy guns during the Rattle nightfall. Then they charged headlong up the hill. The men at
of the Rivers was a fine piece of work. A ten days' bombardment the deadly howitzers were taken completely unawares, and ,those
by French artillery failed to dislodge them, and a surprise attack who did not flee were bayoneted. Seven guns were captured,
was therefore decided upon. French infantry reached the base and a few minutes later a piece of French artillery was shelling
of the hill in the afternoon and concealed themselves until the Germans from the very position they had joat vacated.

The Trail of War amid the Peaceful Vineyards of Northern France

The average man soon grows accustomed to a strange environment. This picture was
taken in a vineyard of the Champagne region of France. A few miles off, the heavy artillery of
the contending armies was sending out thunder and death, and'the air was reverberating with

the din of war. At the same time troops were marching past to the battle-line, yet these
peasants working in the vineyard pay little head to the world-shaking events close by. Some
of them do not even interrupt their work to look at what is going on around them.
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With the French Behind the Fighting-Line

French Marines at Arras enjoying a well—earned meal after
taking part in the fighting in the neighbourhood of that town,
where the battle was at its fiercest.

A French soldier and two Zouaves, who were in the trenches at
Soissons four days and four nights, and who are here seen
drawing their rations after they had been relieved.

In a house at Rheims, wrecked by a German shell, the kitchen
was spared, and here three French musketeers are preparing a
meal for themselves and comrades.

The Germans were compelled to leave behind them during
a forward movement of the French on the Aisne much
of their equipment, including this field kitchen}. which
French soldiers are putting to a welcome use, using their
meat ration to make a nourishing soup.

A French soldier takes the longed—for opportunity to be rid of
a beard that has grown daring two months of active service.

l'hc liar Illustrated, 7th 2V oreniTicr, 1814
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With the Union Jack on the Continent

Two commissariat waggons taking equipment
and comforts to British troops in the firing-line
in Belgium. fidrse transport has by no means
been entirely superseded by mechanically-propelled vehicles in warfare, and for cross-country
work, away from hard roads, the horse will
always be necessary.

A high-power motor-car, with its armed guard, employed in conveying staff
Officers to diflerent positions in the firing-line. It is also used for despatch-carrying,

Two British motor-cycle scouts explain the
position of the enemy to a French officer.

A British Maxim-gun btn..yrany on the march in France. In the front of the column are two signallers, while the deadly guns are carried
by mules. These machine-guns, which can fire over two hundred shots per minute, have inflicted severe loss upon the enemy.
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Peaceful Moments Amid the Glare of War

Some of the officers commanding our Indian native troops in France partake of a frugal lunch. These fine specimens of the
British gentlemen are more than mere officers, they are "guides, philosophers, and friends" to the men under their command,
and the men are devoted to them, regarding their officers with a personal devotion that does infinite credit to both.

A man of peace presents one of our men of war How our soldiers at the front get their letters. Correspondence being sorted by
two native Indian soldiers inside an hotel which is being used as a post-office.
standing guard with a very welcome cigarette.

The War liluatratat, 4th November, 7,914.
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Baking Bread Behind the Fighting-Line

The British soldier on active service is allowed one pound and a half of broad per day. Unless the conditions under which he is
fighting render it impossible, he duly receives the allotted amount. This photograph shows a field bakery in course of construction.

Army cooks are here shown with the loaves they have moulded and are about to
place in the rapidly—erected ovens. Photographed behind the fighting—line.

THE British Army's arrangements for
feeding its fighting-men are, by
common consent, unequalled in any other
army. In peace time annual competitions
sec e held between the cooks of the
various battalions, and this promoted a
healthy sense of rivalry which in turn
produced better work in the kitchens.
At the front there are many difficulties
to contend with—lack of, proper utensils,
for instance, and makeshift ovens—yet
an officer writing home to his family said.
" About six o'clock every evening our
army for the most part is sitting down
before a good hot meal." There is no
question that our army is just as well fed
as the opposing army is badly fed. The
rations allowed our soldiers on active
service are: z4 lb. of meat daily, II lb. of
bread, 4 ozs. of bacon. 3 ozs. of cheese,
2 ozs. of peas or dried potatoes, 2 oz. of
tea, 3 ozs. of sugar, and / lb. of jam.

A good view of the ovens that bake the bread for our soldiers. Our commissariat department has been superlatively efficient.
The excellent feeding of our men has undoubtedly contributed to their high spirits in face of bad weather and trying conditions. _

The War P.luslratctl, 7th November, 1914.
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With the German Invaders of Belgium

A company of the German imperial Guards, the pride of Prussia, with the army of
occupation in Brussels. They suffered terribly from our " contemptible little army."

The German commander of Brussels riding
through the Belgian capital. He failed to browbeat the gaitaat burgomaster. M. Max.

Two officers of the crack Garman regiment, the Zeithen thwears, driving through
the town of Leon in a commandeered trap. One of them is men sporting on his
breast tt•Ie Iron Cross which has been so freely distributed by the Kaiser.

The Imperial Lord High Looter. crown Prince Wilhelm. He
stole many art treasures from a fine old French chateau.

The old French chateau, near Verdun, which the German. Field-Marshal von der Goltz, the newly-appointed German GovernorCrown Prince made his headquarters, and from which he carried
General of Belgium, in the streets of Brussels with his Staff--a bad
away so many of the art treasures collected by the owner.
substitute for the gallant and well-beloved King Albert.

The War lilustrated,7th November,

1914.

Page 288

Our Oldest Ally—Portugal Attacked by Germany
SINCE the outbreak of war there has been speculation
as to whether Portugal would throw in her lot with
the Allies. Possessing valuable colonies, she would have
been at the mercy of a victorious Germany. She preserved
her neutrality, however, until, on October 24th, it was
announced in Lisbon that German troops had invaded
the Portuguese colony of Angola, in Portuguese West
Africa. She then despatched warships and troops to the
affected part. Previous to this, Portugal showed a distinct
inclination to take sides with the Allies, and her evicted
King Manoel offered to fight for them. Angola has an
area of 484,000 square miles and a population of 7,000,000.

The Portuguese Army is raised by conscription, all adult males between the ages of 17
and 45 being liable for service. In practice,

service only begins at the age of 20. This
photograph shows Portuguese cavalry. Inset
President Arriaga of the Portuguese Republic.

- Recruits in the Portuguese Army undergo fifteen to thirty weeks' preliminary training and a fortnight's training during the annual
mobilisation. Ten years are passed in the active Army, ten in the reserve, and five in the territorial. The quality of Portuguese
horses and the horsemanship of their riders may be estimated by this photograph of some of their cavalrymen at the annual manoeuvres.

Portugal is capable of mobilising 105,000 first-line troops and
145,000 second-line. The infantry, shown here, is armed with
the Mauser-Verqueiro magazine rifle. The artillery has as
one of its principal weapons Schneider-Cant quick-firers.
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Turning Young Patriots into Trained Fighting-men
•

A batch of recruits in the new army acquiring the important art of
handling a rifle correctly. They ars moat enthusiastic pupils.

Recruits of Lord Kitchener's new army taking cover behind the boards of a polo—ground where they are training. The British
Army in the field is skilled in the ability to take advantage of every bit of cover when attacking an enemy across open ground, and they
bought their skill at a high cost in the Boer War. Inset: Embryo pipers.

Bayonet practice is always popular. The practising weapons have no sharp edge and
no point. The men wear heavily—padded clothes and visors to protect their faces.

Lying in thi'fi‘enches will be no novelty to these
recruits. They are practising it now.

I'lleWar I ll ustr at ed , 7 th 11" o cemb er,
1914.

When the battle was raging fiercely at Meaux and along the length of the Marne a patrol
of British troops advanced cautiously one night and found that a party of Germans held a
wood, about which they were moving with stable lanterns. The patrol carried back the
information to our cavalry on one side and our infantry on the other. The stable lanterns
slave the mark to British Maxim and rifle fire, and then cavalry cleared the wood and rounded

up all that remained of the enemy as prisoners. About twenty of the captured Germans were
placed in a clearing under guard, and their rifles were stacked near them. After some time
they thought their guard was lax, so they rushed for their rifles, intending to attempt to turn
the tables on their captors. But they barely reached the stack of arms when they wero
mowed down by a rifle fire that left the majority dead and none unwounded.
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Some of Britain's Hero Dead

Major P. M. CONNELLAN,
Hampshire Regt.

Maj. Lord J. S. CAVENDISH,
1st Lite Guards.

Capt. M. B. C. CARBERY,
Royal Irish Fusiliers.

Capt. W. C. CURGENVEN,
South Wales Borderers.

Capt. D. G. METHVEN,
Seaforth Highlanders.

Capt. H. C. S. ASHTON,
2nd Life Guards.

Capt. T. H. HUGHES,
Worcester Regt.

Lt. BLACKALL SIMONDS,
South Wales Borderers.

Caps. E. 0. SKAIFE.
Royal Welsh Fusiliers.

Capt. T R. BULKELEY,
C M.G., M.V.O., Scots Grds.

Major Connellan, born 1881, took part in the operations around Aden and in the interior
of Arabia in 1903-4. Lord Cavendish, born 1873, was brother to the Duke of Devonshire.
He w as present at the Battles of Spion Kop and Co1enso, took part in the Relief of Ladysmith and the march from Bloemfontein to Pretoria. Captain Carbery, born 1877.
saw service during the South African War, and was dangerously wounded at the Battle
of Talana. Capt. Skaife had just entered his thirty-first year, his birthday occurring
on October 18th, the day before he was killed. Capt. Curgenven, aged thirty-eight, saw
service in the South African War.
Capt. Methven died most gallantly in the vicinity of Lille. Sword in hand, he led his
men to the enemy's trenches, and was shot at almost point-blank range.
Capt. Buikeley, born 1876, was Equerry to the Duke of Connaught and Comptroller
to H.R.H 's Household in Canada since 1911, a post he had previously held in India
under Lords Curzon and Minto. He was wounded in the South African War, and three
times mentioned in despatches. Capt. Charrington, aged thirty-three, was appointed
A.D C. to the Commandei-in-Chief, East Indies, in 1011.
Lieut. Ainsworth, aged twenty-five, was mentioned in Sir -John French's despatch.
Lieut. Pitt was the youngest son of Colonel William Pitt, late R.E. Prince Maurice of
Battenberg, born 1891, was cousin to Auur King and brother to the Queen of Spain.
He fought with the King's Royal Rifles. His father died from sickness during the
Ashanti Expedition. Lieut. Snead-Cox was second son of the editor of the " Tablet."

Lieut. J. A. F. PARKINSON,
Dorset Regt

Lieut. J. D.- PHILLIPS,
East Kent Regt.

Lieut. J. S. AINSWORTH,
11th Hussars

Capt. A C. CHARRINGTON,
Royal Dragoons.

Capt. F. P. C. PEMBERTON,
2nd Life Guards

Lieut. J. M. PITT,
Dorset Regt.

1
See.-Lieut K R. PALMER,
See.-Lt. A. WATERHOUSE,
H H. PRINCE MAURICE OF
Sec.-Lieut. N. J. L. BOYD,
Sec.-Lieut. G. P. J. SNifAD2nd Life Guards.
Royal Lanes. Regt.
BATTENBERG, K.C.V.O.
Black Watch.
COX, Royal Welsh Fusiliers.
Photographs by Sport & General, Lafayette, Gale d• Polden, Hughes, Hills & Saunde,s, Lambert Tre,:ton, Ba830n0, Heath, Central Press,
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THE STORY OF THE
GREAT CONFLICT
TOLD WEEK BY WEEK

OW THE WAR WAGES
The Tremendous Defeat of Germany
LITTLE less than three months after the orders for
mobilisation in Russia and Germany these two
Empires, possessing the m ist formidable armies ever
seen on earth, clashed in the supreme struggle on land.
Great as had been their preliminary battles in Prussia
and Poland, when measured by the standard of former
wars, they were only outpost affairs in comparison with
the main struggle that opened in the second week in
October and culminated towards the close of the month.

A

A

GERMAN host of more than a million men, with
half a million Austrian supports, moved swiftly
towards three points on the Vistula. The left wing attacked
near Warsaw in heavy numbers. The centre tried to
force a passage over the wide river at Ivangorod, an old
romantic Polish city on the upper Vistula, formerly known
as Demblin. The right wing, mainly composed of Austrian
troops, attacked on the south along the San River, joining
the Vistula near Sandomir. At the same time another
powerful German army advanced with great vehemence
far in the north, all along the frontier of East Prussia.
Altogether, there may have been two million Teutons
taking part in the vast, invasive movement. What the
Russians numbered we do not know.
Russian commander-in-chief could not divine at
THEwhat
point the main attack would be made. But

- he attracted a huge force of Germans towards Warsaw,
where he was fully prepared, and there his men drove in
and outflanked the enemy and harried them in a long
pursuit to Lodz. This, however, was not the main attack.
The German commander, General von Hindenberg, exerted
his greatest force farther up the Vistula, between Ivangorod
and Josefov, a week's hard marching from Warsaw.
The Decisive Point of the Struggle
VEN when the German left wing was driven back,
the German centre fiercely continued its forward
movement. There was a week before it could be taken
in - the rear by part of the victorious Russian troops from
Warsaw. If by the time they arrived the passage of the
Vistula had been won and the country beyond occupied,
the first phase of the campaign would have still been a
great German success.
*
*
HE deadly Russian counter-stroke came at last ,from
Ivangorod. There was an advance guard entrenched
in the forests across the stream. Vowing to die to
the last man, they drove back the reconnoitring Uhlans,
and compelled the German centre to deploy for a grand
attack. While this attack was being made, the Russian
army, on the other side of the river, moved its guns against
the left flank of the Germans, and the fortress of Ivangorod
thundered against the German front. After this terrible
fire had gone on for seven hours the main Russian infantry
advanced across the bridge, deployed, and charged the
Germans in front and on both flanks, driving them from
their position on October 26 and 27.

E

T

THE Cossack horsemen then swept round to harass
the retiring enemy. But, meanwhile, 'a strong
RusSian column, that had set out :from the north six days
before, arrived, after a march of I3o miles, full on the
rear of the German centre. The invaders' retreat, on
this part of the immense battlefield, was changed into a
precipitate flight. It was then a race for the Warta River
entrenchments, near the German Polish frontier, between
the victorious Russian troops and the broken German
centre. The German left wing was also retiring past
Lodz to the Warta, and the Austrian right wing on
the San, cut off likewise from its centre, was in danger.
At the time of writing it looked as though the vast German
defeat on the left bank of the Vistula, in October, would
prove as decisive and deadly as was the Austrian defeat

on the right bank of the Vistula in September. In both
cases RusSia dealt three swift, terrific strokes, and completely broke down all opposition. Never had it been
thought that modern armies of millions of troops could be
overthrown so suddenly.
Tha Swaying Battle-front in Framce.
OTHING- so decisive as the two great Russian victories over, first, Austria, then Germany, has been
obtained by the Allies on the western battle-front. General
Joffe, having nothing like the illimitable forces of the
Grand Duke Nicholas, followed a slower and more economical
plan of battle. He manoeuvred nearly always for the great
advantages of a good defensive position, so as to let the
enemy waste himself in advancing against the dreadful
Only when his own line
machinery of modern war.
weakened at any place did General Joffre bring forth some
of his reserves for a strong counter-attack.

N

SO

all through October the long battle-front gently
swayed in a remarkable balance of forces on either
side. The northern British army oscillated between Ypres
and Roulers, and the • Belgian troops moved a mile or two
in front and behind the Yser canal. Seven times the
Germans crossed the canal, only to meet the French supports to the heroic Belgian forces and fall in awful slaughter.
*

*

Sapping the Strength of the Germans
HERE was just enough weakness in the allied line,
from the sea to the colliery towns south of Lille, to
tempt the Germans continually to storm it in huge numbers.
This weakness, however, was a show and not a reality.
It was a lure. Behind the first line, that seemed so
attractively fragile, were strong reserves. The Germans
in one place swept over a rise and broke through a Belgian
trench. Just when they were shouting in the joy of victory.
the reserve—Indian troops—gave them the " mad minute"
of rapid rifle fire, and then charged with the steel point,
driving for miles through the enemy's front till they reached
some of the guns in the rear and captured them.

T

"

AM nibbling at them," General Joffre remarked when
he was asked how the war was going on. But the
bites he made in Flanders and Artois, towards the close of
October, were lion-like rather than mouse-like. On the
Yser Canal it was reported that the German lost in killed,
wounded, and prisoners about roo,000 men—far more,
probably, than the Russians put out of action in the Battle
of Warsaw, or even in the Battle of Ivangorod. The terrible
gun fire of British monitors and other British and French
warships off the Flemish coast, no doubt, added greatly
to the losses of the Germans. But all along the critical
line, from Nieuport to the colliery towns of Northern France,
the sapping of the strength of the Germans went on night
and day.
Germans continually tried to do what the Russians
THEhad
done to them and to the Austrians—storm the
position by direct frontal attacks. First came a long,
shattering -bombardment of the fire of hundreds of guns,
concentrated mainly on one point by field-telephone
control. When the Allies were thought to have been
blown from their watery trenches, the German infantry
came on in the old close formation, line after line of them,
to bear down all opposition by sheer pressure of numbers.
But it never succeeded. The German bayonet was not
handled with the same skill and power as the Russian
bayonet. Moreover, the Allies were mostly marksmen.
They often held their fire till each of their bullets went
through more than one body. Then, as the Germans
reeled back and hesitated, while their officers screamed at
them and threatened them with revolvers, the Allies rose
up for their turn with the bayonet. By October 29th the
Germans seemed to have exhausted themselves, and to be
waiting for more " food. for powder."
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An indication of the declining enthusiasm of the German soldier
is the number who surrender without a fight. In companies and
squads they have given themselves up, in many cases to numeri—
cally inferior bodies of British troops. A typical case was the
surrender of five starving Germans to two unarmed motor—'bus
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drivers. In the'words of an official report, "our men continually
come across small parties of the enemy, more particularly in the
woods where they have hidden. They appear pleased enough
to surrender." Our artist pictures the capture of some Germans
who have concealed themselves in the undergrowth.

THE GREAT EPISODES OF THE WAR
X. The Terrible Battle of Nieuport
F all the wild, fierce battles on this blood-stained were the • Belgians and- French Marines outnumbered by
planet, the Battle of Nieuport was the strangest three to one, but the artillery power against them was
and fiercest. It was a land battle fought by de- immeasurably superior. Certainly, in arranging a royal
stroyers against submarines, by battleships against mine- victory the German Military Staff took no chances whatever,
layers, by waterplanes against siege-howitzers. Vast hosts of and so sure were they of the result that on Sunday, October
men clashed on the land and. in the skies, on the sea and 18th, the wireless news agency at Berlin informed the world
under the waves. They dug themselves in the earth. like that the Teutonic forces had won through and reached
moles ; they soared like eagles ; they fought in the sea e Dunkirk on the French coast.
depths like sharks. And victory remained apparently, This, however, was as premature an announcement
though not really, doubtful until a Belgian engineer brought as the former notorious statement, made in similar circuma new ally to the help of his heroic, outnumbered comrades, stances, that the British force below _Mons had been
and, letting in the tempestuous North Sea, flooded the encircled. Things did not fall out in accordance with
fields of Western FlanderS and drowned the enemy.
the German time-table. The heroic Belgians held their
front all through that dreadful Sunday,- with shrapnel
A Futile Attempt to
bursting over them day and night from hundreds of
Intimidate Britain
The most extraordinary thing about this extraordinary guns they were unable to engage with their light and
battle is that it was unnecessary. Merely to attempt it scanty field artillery. But when it .was `thought they
was a catastrophe of the graVest kind. For the attempt were slain, broken, and fugitive, and grey masses of German
Hgnified that the Gelman Military Staff had lost its balance infantry advanced to occupy the canal, the Belgians rose
and was striking blindly. In all probability the mistake and, shattering the German ad-Vance with their fire, routed
u-as due to the interference of the Gerthan Emperor, who it With :a bayonet counter-attack.
desired to advance along the coast and take Calais quickly Ships of War
at any sacrifice of life, not foi- a military purpose, but Called to Help in the Land Battle
for a political object—to intimidate the British people
Then they flung therriselves full lenp- th on the ground,
by the vain menace of invasion. The correct but slower- and the shrapnel storm burst over them again. Almost
way _for a German advance towards Calais was from. Lille, every injured Belgian was wounded in the back. In the old
by the road from La Bassee. This was undertaken the days this would have been a sign of cowardice. In the awful
same time as the roundabout attack at Nieuport. But conditions of the Nieuport battle it was a sign of terrible
the two divergent aims entailed a disastrous division of courage. It Meant- that the German infantry—though
all the available forces, and neither, therefore, was achieved, three to one—counted for nothing. The wounds came
though the Germans were in overwhelming numbers.
from shrapnel fire, while the Belgians were sprawled on
Never has General Joffre showed such subtlety and the fields waiting to repel the German foot soldier. Before
deadly skill as in this affair. Right from the beginning the battle closed - one-third of the entire Belgian army
the situation at Nieuport and along the Yser Canal, running was disabled or killed by hostile gun-fire.
f om the coast to Dixmude, was entirely under his control.
All of them would certainly have perished in this way
He had only to order the sluices to be raised and the in the openinc, days of the struggle if the overwhelming
water in the low-lying fields round the canal would form German artillery had met with no opposition. It was
an impassable barrier. But he did not give the order, not a human- fight, but general slaughter by death machines:
it would have thrown a vast German army, supported Happily, all this had been foreseen by the commander
by a terrible power of siege artillery, back in their right of the Allies, and in the darkness help was arriving, strangely
bath of advance at Ypres and Lille.
and suddenly, to the sorely-pressed heroes of Belgium
The French commander-in-chief kept the enemy "divided and to the French Marines who were fightinc, by their side.
in their aims. He seems even to have encouraged them
No spies could signal across the dunes to the King: of
at times to persist between Nieuport and Dixmude, by Wurtemberg, warning him of what was - coming. The
allowing his line there to grow weak. By this means- he Germans were taken unawares. For at daybreak, on
warded the full =strength of the enemy from the really Monday, October 19th, ,the guns of . the British ,Navy thuncritical points round Lille. He began, on Friday, October dered. over dune and polder. Three monitors-HtheSevern,
16th, by throwing a small force of French Marines to Humber, and Mersey—warships of a new design that could
Dixmude. Then the gallant Belgian army of thirty-five float in a few feet of water, had steamed frOin DoVer
thousand men moved forward to the last unconquered with a flotilla of destroyers, to take part in the great land
•trip of their. territory, . and entrenched from Dixmude battle. They- carried 6 in. guns and howitzers, all directed
to Nieuport, along the Yser Canal, in a flat, bare land by the new system of fire-control, of which'llying
of dykes, wet pastures, and sand-dunes.
Scouting over -the enemy's batteries and trench6§, fOrmed
an important feature.
German Strength
A Mighty Duel -of
in Men and Guns
.
As the Belgians had scarcely rested since their retreat Big, GunsThe German artillerymen, coolly flinging death at the
from AntWerp; the Gerthan Military Staff reckoned they
were a worn-ont, half-dernoralised mob that could not distant Belgian troops along the canal, had the greatest
inake any serious resistance. So-4s General Joffre had surprise in, the history of Warfare. Against the attack
calculated—the Germans jumped at the easy, resounding of their strange, new: adversaries, they were as completely
victory which was offered to them. It meant. the com- helpless as the Belgians were against their fire. Their
plete conquest of every scrap of Belgian territory, the pin positions were fixed; and were changeable only by .slow
entire destruction of all the Belgian force, and the road means. The guns of the British monitors, on the other
to Calais ! A popular achievement of this rounded-off, hand, moved from place to place with the speed: of
finished kind could not be allowed to fall to a plebeian cavalry. It was practically impossible to get their range.
like General von Kluck. His Majesty King Wilhelm And all the while British fire-control officers,- in flying
of Wurtemberg _was given command of the extreme Machines n and other positions of vantage, directed the
German right wing, so that he might win all the glory deadly true, concentrated shell fire of the naval guns
On to battery after battery.
and increase the Teutonic faith in royal leadership.
At last the great, decisive contest of British genius
The German commander brought within range of the
Yser Canal all the more mobile siege artillery that had against German genius had fully opened. For the first time
been used at Antwerp, together with the. howitzers and in the history -of the war our mechanical appliances for
field guns of three army corps—the -22nd, 23rd, and 27th--e‘ battle were fairly matched against the machinery of war
(Continved cn pane C05.)
and about one hundred and fifty thousand men. Not only
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MORE CAMERA GLIMPSES OF THE GREAT
BATTLE OF THE DUNES AND DYKES
of Jules Verne, the scientific insight of H. G. Wells, the
T T-1Evisfancy
id imagination of Rider Hagogard ceVer pictured anything
more stupendous, more thrilling, and more awe-inspiring than
the great battle on the coast of Flanders, where combatants knight
their death feud in four planes of activity.
Try to picture the scene. Scouts of the air and great airships
up above spying for earth foes below as well as battling in their own
element—heavy artillery, machine-guns. rifles, bayonets, and the
strong arms of the best fighting men of four great nations struggling
far land mastery and the road to Calais on the surface of the land —
ships of war off the sea coast booming defiance and destruction upon

the batteries of hostile artillery—and under the waves the mosquitoes or
the sea—the deadly submarines—trying, and trying vainly, to impede
the activity of the deadly sea guns.
It wanted only one thing more to complete the picture of the almost
superhuman conflict, and that thing came. The dykes were broken
by the Allies and the North Sea rushed into the trenches, swirling
along wounded men and ghastly corpses through the low-lying beetfields. enveloping big guns in the murky flood and making men flee
for their lives.
This page and the five that follow help us to visualise that greatest
of all scenes of human slaughter since Cain killed his brother.

British big guns going to the front before their deadly work in the greatest battle of the ages, when the conflict of air, land, sea, and
under—sea raged for days in the stern struggle for the road to Calais.

The bravery of Belgium shone bright in the Battle of the Dunes, when they held positions for days against overwhelming odds, waiting
for reinforcements that arrived long after they were due. Here Belgian artillery is taking up a position among the sand—dunes.

GREAT EPISODES OF THE WAR (c'"i,":/"o4) "
In.
forged by Krupp' of Essen and Skoda of Pilsen,
numbers the German cannon were -overpowering ; there
were six hundred guns and more, ranged in batteries, from
Middelkerke, below Ostend. But in science of handling,
the weapons made by Vickers of Barrow were supreme.
And when the 'battleship- Venerable, with 12 in. guns,
and smaller warships of Britain and France joined in the
great artillery duel, the German guns were thoroughly beaten.
The German trenches ran with blood ; the Water in the
dykes took a red tinge ; regiments of dead and \younded
cumbered the coast road, and formed banks along ,the
canal. All that the Germans had, cold- bloodedly, arranged
to do to the Belgians was done to them. They pe-ii,shed
in tens of thousands.
Where our warships' ordnance could not reach the daring
Gurkha went. A few years ago, at the manoeuvres in India,
one of our hone county regiments was resting for the night
in the midst of a sham battle. Suddenly the men awoke
in the darkness to find a dark, smiling figure standina by each
of them. The Gurkhas of the opposing army had
b crept
into every tent. The British soldiers frankly admitted
that:they could all have been knifed in their sleep.

on the coast, and endangered the submarines whenever they
rose at night- to race on the surface. Day and night,'
whilethe battle lasted, the thunder of the returning mines,
striking and exploding on the sea front, could be heard at
Ostend and Blankenberghe. And always the clamour of the
naval guns rang above all the noises of the shore.
In light and darkness the clash of British sea power and
German land power went on. When the sun set, the
dazzling beams of searchlights played from the sea on . to
the German trenches and gun positions. - And, like
monstrous birds of prey, the British airmen wheeled in
battle against German aviators in Taube machines and
air-ships, smashed them, and held the dominion of the
skies.
A Fiercely-disputed
Canal Position.
The King of Wurtemberg saw his promised victory
changing into a defeat. He surrendered at last the country
round Nieuport to the allied fleet, and massed his troops
near Dixmude, where the Belgians were holding a lobpshaped curve of the canal. Here, by pressure of numbers
the German infantry, advancing on both sides of the loop,
pressed back the Belgians at night. But at dawn the

Lerman infantry halting on the road near Dixmude during the great Battle on the Coast and the road to Calais.

This deadly trick was now played in earnest on the
Germans. A boatload of Gurkhas was landed Silently
in the darkness among the dunes. Leaving - their
rifles, bayonets, bOots, and most of their clothing
on the sand; the Gurkhas put their big knives between
their teeth, and crept on all fours into the German lines.
Each sentry was knifed noiselessly, and guiding each other
by frogs' croaks, the terrible warrior-knights of Nepal
reached the ammunition store, killing everybody they met.
They put a bomb with a long-time fuse among the enemy's
ammunition, and crawled back - to the shore, and steamed
away. Meanwhile, something like an earthquake, mixed
up with a violent thunderstorm, occurred in the German
camp, and next day there was no ammunition for the

guns.
Vain Efforts of
German Submarines.
What was left of the German batteries when our fleet had
found their positions was' shifted farther inland, and the
coast to the north of Ostend was rapidly fortified With
heavy howitzers. Urgent telegrams were sent to Emden
Harbour for submarine help, and a flotilla of these sharks
of the deep sea was sent against our monitors. But as our
monitors floated on the waves in raftlike fashion, drawing
less water than a destroyer, the torpedoes of the submarines
passed under them without striking and exploding.
Hundreds of mines were then launched against our floating,
mobile sea forts. But the flood tide flung the mines back

Seven
Belgians returned and recovered the canal.
times this happened It was all night fighting and dawn
fighting, in the darkness or in the grey, misty twilight
when the gunners on either side could give little support to
the infantrymen
Blank-point rifle fire, with a brief burst of machine-gun
fire, heralded attack and counter-attack, but the bayonet
did most of the work. The carnage was inhuman, for the
three German army corps were reserves, formed' of partlYtrained boys and old men, remarkably courageous, Nit
badly handled by their officers. Shouting their battle
cries : " Louvain ! Termonde ! " the Belgians stabb&I
till their arms grew wearied, then retired, and the French
infantry and Marines took their place. Yard by yard the
i5o,000 Germans won their way across the red dyke:s.
Passing the canal was now easy for them and for their foes, for
though the water was six feet deep, they bridged it in several
places with their bodies till they had only roo,000 men left.
When at length the Belgian army took the victory
that had' always been within their reach, and broke the
dyke and flooded the road to Calais, they trapped a German
brigade in the water. On Monday, November 2nd, the
entire German force retreated hastily from the inundated
land, leaving their wounded to be picked up by the Allies.
The Battle of the Yser was over—the most sanguinary and
the strangest that was ever fought. It lasted from October
16th to November 2nd, 1914, and more than half the
Germans who took part in it were slain or disabled,
Possibly one-third only being in a condition to march back.

I'a me 297

The War Illustrated, 14th Sorember, 1914.

The Wonderful Belgians still facing the Foe

The sway of battle forced the Belgians back for a
little while, and here they are seen, foot—weary
and mud—stained, retiring before fresh German
troops, but soon they halted in a selected position,
held the enemy, swept his columns with their fire,
and made him run under a bayonet charge.

army formed the left wing
THEofBelgian
the allied front in confronting the
German onslaught, and right bravely it played
its part. The opposing odds were terrible,
but the indomitable determination was
stronger than all the massed columns of German
soldiery sent to pierce their lines, and they held.
The annals of war have no more stirring chapter
than that which tells of the brave stand of the
war-worn remnant of King Albert's gallant
army when it kept back the Gernian flood
between Dixmude and Nieuport in October. •

A Belgian field—gun waiting for a German advance among the sand and
scrub a few miles from the sea during the great battle.

Ypres was the centre of the hottest part of the battle, and it was about here that the Belgian front ended and the British front
began. In this photograph Belgians and British are fighting together under cover of a hedge that hides them from the Germans.

Vie War illustrated. 14th Soreinber, 1914.
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•Help_ from the Sea for -the - Battle Ashore-

One of the obsolete British gunboats which, armed with powerful new guns,
handled with daring and skill, gave effective help in the land battle.

THE effort of each of the two contending
army fronts to outflank the other reached
its climax and its end when the German right
and the allied left rested on the seashore. But in
the British Fleet the Allies had an, instrument
of attack that Germany did not have available
with her warships locked up at the entrance to
the Kiel Canal.
The battleship Venerable, a fifteen-yearold boat of the London class,. brought her four
/2 in. guns into play, and by the accuracy and
rapidity of her fire, she made the German
positions untenable and inflicted awful slaughter.
She was assisted by boats of the Monitor type,
shallow draft .vessels drawing only about four
feet, that can approach close inshore _and steam
up shallow rivers, but yet carry heavy artillery.
Some of the _ vessels assisting in the work
were old gunboats, no longer on the active
seaworthy list, but kept for coast and harbour
patrol work, pulled from the Admiralty backyard
for service on a unique occasion, a service they
performed brilliantly and almpst without hurt.

Two of the four 12 in. guns of the Venerable, the old 15,000—ton battleship that shelled the German positionsf and helped to prevent the
march to Calais. She carries in addition twelve 6 in. guns, eighteen 12—pounders, six 3—pounders, two Maxims, and four torpedo—tubes.

The Venerable, which took chief part in the naval attack, is a sister ship of the London and the Bulwark, laid down fifteen years ago,
and refitted five years ago. The small inset picture shows the damage to a ventilator on H.M.S. Brilliant by a German shore gun.
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French Colonial Troops in the Coast Battle

Men of the crack French Colonial regiment, Chasseurs d'Afrigue, advancing over the sand—dunes in the vicinity of Nieuport. This
regiment has not been much mentioned during the war, but it has, nevertheless, been doing sterling work.

The area in which the coastal fighting took place is comparable to our own East Anglian fen country—flat, somewhat marshy, and
intersected by ditches anl other waterways. These two photographs show some Zouaves stealing towards the German lines,
concealed from the enemy's observation by a ditch, which they afterwards employ as a trench.

Zouaves take a brief respite from the firing—line, watering
Officers' horses at one of the few Belgian farms that have
escaped destruction.

Attacking a German position from the shelter of the farmhouse.
Many hand—to—hand conflicts have taken place in buildings
similar to this.

fhe War Illustrated, 14th November, 1914.
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After a Hard Day in the Coastal Fighting

Belgian peasants driven from their cottages and farms when
the line of battle lengthened and extended to the coast. Hand—
to—hand fighting took place in many of the coastal villages.

Dead and dying Germans lay in their thousands along the
roadsides and in the fields during the great German effort to
reach Calais. One is here shown about to be buried by Belgians.

Every available Belgian was pressed into the service of the
Belgian Army. Here the latest recruits, mostly immature
youths, are seen going to dig entrenchments.

The British casualties were admittedly severe, but they were incomparable to the enormous German roll of dead and wounded.
This picture shows some British soldiers who have been stighpy wounded. but who are still able to walk to the hospital in the rear
cfter,Ithe battle. They shouted "Are we downhearted ? " to the photographer as he photographed them, and gave the usual answer.

King and President at the Front with Gen. Joffre
have elected in tins war to play the role of assassins of
THEtheGermans
air as well as of murderers of the sea, where
have strewn
the treacherous mine in the path of the merchant ships of neutral countrie
The dastard attempt to kill King Albert and President Poincare by aeroplane
bomb, at the review seen in the bottom photograph, is in keeping with
the many other methods by which the great Pharisees of culture make
war. Their inhuman policy has lost them the respect of neutrals as well as
of their enemies, since they cast behind them the least pretence of chivalry.

President Poincaire, who has twice made a tour of the firing-lines, and Belgium's
. General Joffre and King Albert reviewing
French troops as they march past on their way (hero King inspecting Belgian troops who are now doing such gallant work in the
little corner of their country not overrun by Germans,
to the battle-front.

King Albert, the French President, and General Joffre reviewing
the allied troops.
German spies seem to have conveyed to
the German lines advance notice of this review, because, half an
hour before it took place a German Taube dropped a bomb
within a few yards of the square where this scene was photo-

graphed. Little damage was done, but the intention of the outrage
was not in doubt. The incident only seried to fire the ranks
of the Allies with a detestation of the enemy, and deepened the
resolve to beat to his knees the nation that wages war by such
despicable methods.

11H't...oq ul d_ 4 0.X1

German Guns stuck in Marshy Ground are Captured by Russians

ti;
German wings. The fortress guns mowed the invaders down on the open roadwItile the
The Germane attacking , the Russian fdrtress of Osowiec, on September 29th, did not know the
Russian infantry poured a devastating fire into their vvings. The battle lasted 'thirty-six
the-country, and their guns stuck in the marshy ground. During the night the Russians made
a earth', andj marching by,paths of which the enemy were ignorant, completely enveloped both hours, and the Germans retreated in disorder. All the guns which had stuck were captured.
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London Scots prepare to deal with German Huns

The London Scottish on parade.

many weary days of
AFTER
fatigue duty, the London

Colonel G. A. Malcolm, who has commanded the
regiment since 1911, and was warmly con—
gratulated by Sir John French on its work.

Scottish got their great opportunity.
At four o'clock on a dismal, bitterly
cold morning they were ordered up
into the trenches. They had been
collected hurriedly from all quarters
, behind the firing-line, for the com=
panics were widely scattered._ They
obeyed the call with gay alacrity.
The big shells of the Germans were
booming and bursting over them as
they took up their position, which
they were ordered to hold at all costs.
They got to work at once, and keenly.
Their shooting was clean and careful,
and they were soon doing damage.
Then the Germans came at them in
overwhelmingly superior numbers,
and they answered with one of those
fierce and deadly bayonet charges that
have made every corner of Britain
ring with their fame.

The tale Earl Wemyss, when Lord
Elcho, foAnded the regiment in 1859,
and was Hon. Cot. from 1878 to 1901.

London Scottish nract!sinq one of the bayonet charges that decimated the German ranks during the Battle of the Coast.

The Tar Illusetatcd,14th, Yoccmber, 1914.
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London Scottish give a Glorious Lead to Territorials

That fine Territorial corps the London Scottish has won its
spurs in the Belgian fighting. Taken almost to the firing-line at
Messines in motor-'buses, the battalion prepared to give battle at
a spot where our lines were especially hard pressed. It -was
necessary to occupy a village where the enemy had installed

machine-guns at the windows of the semi-wrecked houses. Earlier
in the day British troops had been driven out from the' village by
a terrific onslaught of Bavarians, and now the position had to be
recovered. All the afternoon our artillery blazed away at the
Village, but it was six o'clock in the evening before the German
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outing the Vaunted. Bavarians in a Bayonet Charge

guns were partly dislodged. Forming up under cover of a wood
half a mile away, the Scottish crept cautiously forward. Then,
fixing bayonets, they ran towards the village as one man. Men
fo!l here and there in the mad rush forward, but it was all too
quick for the Bavarians. It was no time for quarter. On the

Scottish came, bayoneting the Germans, driving tham up to and
through the town and out again on the other side. There was only
one uniform in it—the kilt. The village won and Maxims placed inposition, the-battalion -re-formed, and set out prisoner hunting. Few
regiments have been vouchsafed so inspiring a virgin day in action.

The War Illustrated, 14th November, 1914.

fare 3,6-

London Scottish Off Duty in France
FLENTY

London Scottish at the wash-tub in France. They are exceedingly glad of an opportunity to
smarten up some of their belongings. Some have had their hair cut distinctly short.

of varied work came the
wav of the London Scottish in
France before they were brought
to the firing-line to perform their
brilliant charge. A lance-corporal
of this famous Territorial regiment
put on record some of his duties.
"At present," he said, " I am
working a telephone switchboard,
and as most of my subscribers
are majors and colonels, I have
to be civil. Before this I was a
general navvy—shifting cases of
shells weighing 120 lb. to 145 lb.
each. The trains came up mixed,
and we had to sort the ammunition
into its proper class. Before that
I escorted a prisoner from one
side of France to the other—a fourdays' job—living in cattle-trucks
and so on. Previously I had been
attending the wounded from a
battle that lasted eight clays. The
entire medical staff here mustered
only about a dozen, so all- the
doctors and medical students among
our men were called out as dresser:.
and the rest of us took round the
tea to the injured men and acted
as bearers. Some of them were
wounded on a Monday and could
not be removed from the trenches
until Friday, owing to the firing."

Bread and jam, and afterwards a smoke, for a party of London Scottish on a trench railway-station. All the wiles of the pretty French
girls failed to lure from them the regimental letters on their shoulder-straps or the buttons on their uniforms.
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Wrecks of War on Belgium's Railways

When the Germans were attacking Antwerp, the Belgians sent five locomotives, with waggons loaded with sand, under full steam full
tilt in the direction of the German lines at Malines. Then occurred, perhaps, the most remarkable railway wreck in the world's
history. The Belgian engineers pulled the levers, then jumped off as the engines got under way, and let them gather speed as they ,
rushed without control over the track to swift and sure destruction.

The havoc made by the locomotive charge mentioned above was so great that the Germans found it more expeditious to build a new
track parallel with the old one instead of attempting to remove the wrecks and repair the old line. This picture shows the new
line under construction, with the wheeled chargers in a heap of ruins on the far side.

This is another view of the wrecked locomotives that charged the German position at Malines. The Germans, who saw the fiery
chariots coming, had just time to throw up some obstructions that sent the engines off the rails in a great heap of scrap—iron. Notice
the twisted rails and the sand Waggon below the second locomotive.

"The Sick Man of Europe" resolves on Suicide
resolved on suicide on Thursday morning, her vessels, it was not accepted, and the Turkish Embassy
TURKEY
two of her warships shelled a left Petrograd on November 2nd. The followino- day a
October
29th, When

couple of unfortified Russian towns on the Black Sea.
Although war had not been declared, Turkey's intention
to side with her Prussian mentors had for two months been
suspected. Turkey offered an apology to Russia, but as
she did not remove the multitude of German sailors from

combined British and French squadron bombarded the
Dardanelles forts at long range, and a big explosion, accompanied by dense masses of smoke, was noticed. Earlier,
the British cruiser _Minerva found the town of Akabah, on
the Red Sea, in German occupation, and shelled it.

t A body of Turkish infantry, with Constantinople in the background. Turkey once had the
, reputation of producing fine fighters, but they did not shine in the recent Balkan War—
thanks, perhaps, to German training having knocked the spirit out of them.

Turkish cavalry. Five hundred years ago they were the scourge of Eastern Europe, but
in recent years the Balkan States have played ninepins with them.

Enver Bey, turkey's Ger—
manised War Min'ster.

The Turkish warship Hamidieh,
which shelled the unfortified port of
Novorossisk, in the Black Sea.

A Bedouin Arab on his steed. A great massing of Turkey's nomad
horsemen took place in Asia Minor, preparatory to a raid upon Egypt.

General Liman von Sanders,
Turkey's German
Chief,
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Deceitful Germany promises to restore Egypt. to Turkey

Sir F. Wingate, Sirdar of Egypt, in
command of the Egyptian Army.

A British Camel Corps in the Soudan. Long journeys across the waterless deserts of
Egypt would be impossible but for the services of camels.

King George, centre figure in white, and Lord Kitchener inspecting a battalion of
Egyptian infantry. These well—disciplined soldiers have no love for the Turks.

EGYPT, land of pyramids and sand, was the splendid bribe that Germany.
held forth to Turkey to induce that tottering country to take up arms
against the Allies. But Lord Kitchener knows more about the defence of
„Egypt :than any man living, and he can be trusted to guard its safety. British
, brains and money have made Egypt a land of plenty, instead of a scorching
;waste, and the natives, excepting a few agitators. have no desire to change their
rulers.-= On November 2nd about three hundred Bedouin chiefs from different
)arts ok:Xgypt visited the British Agency at Cairo and expressed their loyalty.
1A-s.tafpiq„..yat. was officially declared to exist between Great Britain and Turkey
sth. when the British Government annexed Cyprus.

A section of our Egyptian Army on parade. They would fight to the last rather than exchange British freedom of thought far the
iron—bound rules of the Prussian drill—book. Inset: A representative unit of the Egyptian Camel Corps.

The War Illustrated, 14th November 1911.
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Death's Ghastly Harvest- on the Battlefields

This photograph was taken after one of the bloody battles in Northern France. Here an artillery action took place, and though the
guns were saved, these dead horses and men remained as grim testimony to the struggle that had taken place.

These French peasants are interring the corpses of German soldiers who fell during the retreat from Meaux. In the trenches,
extending for miles, which the enemy had vacated, many such grim offerings to the god of war were left behind.

A corner of a field near Fere Champenoise where, at the Battle of the Marne, the Allies made a strong attack and compelled the
Germans to retire. The dead are French infantrymen who fell when advancing in the successful bayonet charge.
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Horrors the Kaiser's Dreams have Wrought

After one of the battles in Northern France, three
hundred Germans were buried in one great trench
and a similar number of French in another. These
men are performing the gruesome task, and what
look like logs at the end of the trench are corpses.

A company of French infantry was surprised and decimated in the Misme Wood, near Peronne, and, when the war photographer
went afterwards with his camera. this was the scene that confronted him. Oval picture shows a dead German in a field at Peronne,

Thr War Illustrated, 14th November, 1C14.
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Temporary Homes for Stricken Belgians

The famous diamond—cutting works of the firm of Asscher,
in Amsterdam, were fitted up for the reception of Belgian
refugees, and the photograph above shows one of the spacious
rooms arranged as a dormitory for women and children.
The small picture on the right was taken in Alexandra Palace,
the immense concert—house of North London, which was fitted
up to take.some of the Belgian refugees who came to 'London.
This is one of the great halls filled with beds.

The Bijou Theatre at the Alexandra Palace, used as a great night nursery for the children of Belgian refugees. Many thousand
Belgian refugees were accommodated in the Palace, and were drafted off in batches to many parts of the country where hospitality
was offered to them. Britain has received to her heart the unfortunate people whose country took the first shock of the German attack.
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Gallant Canadians to fight

//lLtstaitGet,

14th _Voce/at . 1914.

for King and Empire

The King and Queen paid a special visit to Salisbury Plain on November 4th, and reviewed the Canadian troops who are training
there. This photograph shows the sturdy warriors marching past. There is nothing of the "Wild West" about them.

The Canadian contingent possesses several armoured motor—cars, a photograph of which appears here. The King displayed great
-,interest in them and entered one with Lord Kitchener. They will help to swell the large number already assisting the Allied armies.

The King passing down the lines, followed by the Queen qnd Lord Kitchener. Their Majesties frequently stopped to chat with old
campaigners, and the Queen called one youthful soldier d " naughty boy," because he declared himself to be "officially nineteen."

Canadian Highlanders cheer their Majesties as they depart after the inspection. For two whole miles these gallant sons of Empire
were drawn up on either side of the road. with ca-Js balanced upon their bayonet points, and their cheers echoed across the Plain.

THE GREAT EPISODES OF THE WAR
X.

The Terrible Battle of Nieuport

F all the wild, fierce battles on this blood-stained
planet, the Battle of Nieuport was the strangest
and fiercest. It was a land battle fought by destroyers against submarines, by battleships against minelayers, by waterplanes against siege-howitzers. Vast hosts of
men clashed on the land and in the skies, on the sea and
under the waves. They dug themselves in the earth like
moles ; they soared like eagles ; they fought in the sea
depths like sharks. And victory remained apparently,
though not really, doubtful until a Belgian engineer brought
a new ally to the help of his heroic, outnumbered comrades,
and; letting in the tempestuous North Sea, flooded the
fields of Western FlanderS and drowned the enemy.
A Futile Attempt to
Intimidate Britain
The most extraordinary thing about this extraordinary
battle is that it was unnecessary. Merely to attempt it
was a catastrophe of the gravest kind. For the attempt
signified that the German Military Staff had lost its balance
and was striking blindly. In all probability the mistake
was due to the interference of , the Gentian Emperor, who
desired to advance along the coast. and take Calais quickly
at any sacrifice of life, not for a military purpose, but
for a political object—to intimidate the British people
by the vain menace of invasion. The correct but slower
way _for a German advance towards Calais was from Line,
by the road from La ,l3a.ssee. This was undertaken the
eame time as the roundabout attack at Nieuport. But
the two divergent aims entailed a disastrous division of
all the available forces, and neither, therefore, was achieved,
though the Germans were in overwhelming numbers.
Never . has General Joffre showed suc subtlety and
-deadly skill as in this affair. Right front the beginning
the situation at Nieuport and along the Yser Canal, running
f orn the coast to Dixmude, was entirely under his control.
He had only to order the sluices to be raised and the
water in the low-lying fields round the canal would form
an impassable barrier. But he did not give the order,
an it would have thrown a vast German army, supported
by a terrible power of siege artillery, back in their right
path of advance at Ypres and Lille.
The French commander-in-chief kept the enemy 'divided
in their aimS. He seems even to, have encouraged them
at times to persist between Nieuport and Dixmude, by
allowing his line there to grow weak. By this means he
warded the full strength of the enemy front the really
critical points round Lille. He began, on Friday, October
i 6th, by throwing a small force of French Marines to
Dixmude. Then the gallant Belgian army of thirty-five
thousand men moved forward to the last unconquered
grip of thein• territory, and entrenched front Dixtuude
to:Nieuport, along the Yser Canal, in a flat, bare land
of dykes, wet pastures, and sand-dunes.

O

German Strength
in Men and Guns
As the Belgians had scarcely rested since their retreat
from Antwerp,- the German Military Staff reckoned they
were a worn-out half-demoralised - mob that could not
make any serious'resistance. - So—as General Joffre had
calculated—the Germans jumped at the easy, resounding"
victory which was offered to them. It meant the complete conquest of every scrap of : Belgian territory, the
entire destruction 9f all the Belgian force, and the road
to Calais ! A popular achievement of this rounded-off,
finished kind could not be allowed to fall to a plebeian
like General von Kluck. His Majesty King Wilhelm
of Wurtemberg :was given command of the extreme
German right wing, so that he might win all the glory
and increase the Teutonic faith in royal leadership.
The German commander brought within range of the
Yser Canal all the more mobile siege artillery that had
been used at Antwerp, together with the. howitzers and
field guns of three army corps—the 22nd, 23rd, and 2 .7th--and about one hundred and fifty thousand men. Not only

were the • Belgians and French Marines outnumbered by
three to one, but the artillery power against them was
immeasurably superior. Certainly, in arranging a royal
victory the German Military Staff took no chances whatever,
and so sure were they of the result that on Sunday, October
18th, the wireless news agency at Berlin informed the world
that the Teutonic forces had won through and reached
Dunkirk on the French coast.
This, however, was as premature an announcement
as the former notorious statement, made in similar circumstances, that the British force below Mons had been
encircled. Things did not fall out in accordance with
the German time-table. The heroic Belgians held their
front all through that dreadful Sunday,- with shrapnel
bursting over them day and night from hundreds of
guns they were unable to engage with their light and
scanty field artillery. But when it ,was thought they
were slain, broken, and fugitive, and grey masses of German
infantry advanced to occupy the canal, the Belgians rose
and; shattering -the German adVance with their fire, routed
it With a bayonet counter-attack.
Ships of War
Called to Help in the Land Batt7e
Then they flung themselves full length on the ground,
and the shrapnel storm burst over them again. Almost
every injured Belgian was wounded in the back. In the old
days this would have been a sign of cowardice. In the awful
conditions of the Nieuport battle it was a sign of terrible
courage. It meant that the German infantry—though
three to one—counted for nothing. The wounds came
from shrapnel fire, while the Belgians were sprawled on
the fields waiting to repel the German foot soldier. Before
the battle closed - one-third of the entire Belgian army
was disabled or killed by hostile gun-fire.
All of them would certainly have perished in this way
in the opening days of the struggle if the overwhelming
German artillery had met with no opposition. It was
not a human- fight, but general slaughter by death machines,
Happily, all this had been foreseen by the commander
of the Allies, and in the darkness help was arriving, strangely
and suddenly, to the sorely-pressed heroes of Belgium
and to the French Marines who were fighting by their side.
No spies could signal across the dunes to the King :O
of.
Wurtemberg, warning hint of what was coming. The
Germans were taken unawares. For at daybreak, on
Monday, October Intl/ a-the guns of ,the British Navy thundered. over dune and polder. Three monitors-the Severn,
Humber, and Mersey—warships of a new design that could
float in a few feet of water, had steamed from Dover
with a flotilla of destroyers, to take part in the great land
battle. They- carried 6 in. guns and howitzers, all directed
by the new system of fire-control, of which flying maehines,
scouting over the enemy's batteries and trencheS, fOrmed
an important feature. ,
A Mighty Duel of
•
Big, GunsThe German artillerymen,, coolly flinging death at the
distant Belgian troops along the canal, had the greatest
sniptise in the history of- warfare. Against the attack
of their strange, new adversaries, they were as completely
-helpless as the Belgians were against their fire. Thei.r
gun - positions were fixed,' and were changeable only by slow
Means. The guns of the British monitors, on the other
- hand, moved from place to place with the speed of
cavalry. It was practically impossible to get their range.
And all the while British- fire-control officers, in flying
Machines - and other positions of vantage, directed the
deadly true, concentrated shell fire of the naval guns
on to battery after battery.
At last the great, decisive contest of British genius
against German genius had fully opened. For the first tune
.in the history of the , war our mechanical appliances for
battle were fairly matched against the machinery of war
(cohtbuted eii ljage 296.)
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MORE CAMERA GLIMPSES OF THE GREAT
BATTLE OF THE DUNES AND DYKES
fancy of Jules Verne, the scientific insight cif H. H. Wells, the
T HEvivid
imagination of Rider Haggard never pictured anything
more stupendeins, more thrilling. and more awe -in,piring than
tite great battle on the coast of Flanders, where combatants fought
their death fend in four planes of activity.
Try t picture the scene. Scouts of the air and great airships
up above .Tying for earth Iles below as well as battling in their own
element—heavy artillery, macltine-guns, rifles, hapatets. and the
strong arnie of the best fighting men of four great nations struggling
for land mastery and the road to Calais on the surface of the land —
ships of war off the sea coast booming defiance and destruction upon

the batteries of hostile artillery—and under tile waves the mosquitoes of
the sea—the deadly submarines—trying, and trying vainly, to impede
the activity of the deadly sea guns.
It wanted only one thing more to complete the picture of the almost
superhuman conflict, and that thing came. The dykes were broken
by the Allies and the North Sea rushed into the trenches, swirling
along wounded men and ghastly corpses through the low-lying beetfields. enveloping big pins in the murky flood and making men flee
for their lives.
This page and the five that follow help us to visualise that greatest
of all scene, of human slaughter since Cain killed his brother.

British big guns going to the front before their deadly work in the greatest battle of the ages, when the conflict of air, land, sea, and
under—sea raged for days in the stern struggle for the road to Calais.

The bravery of Belgium shone bright in the Battle of the Dunes, when they held positions for days against overwhelming odds, waiting
for reinforcements that arrived long after they were due. Here Belgian artillery is taking up a position among the sand—dunes.

The liar Illustrated, 14th Noecnibcr. 1914.
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HOW THE WAR WAGES
The German Retreat from Nieuport
ON Friday, October 3oth, the Belgian army, defending
the coast road to Calais, flooded the country round the
Yser and trapped a German brigade in the inundation.
This brought to an end the furious German attempt _to
- advance by Nieuport.
On Monday, November- 2nd, the
German Military Staff admitted defeat in its wireless news,
and hastily withdrew its troops, and concentrated westward
those who were still unshaken by their dreadful experiences.
This splendid Belgian victory, however, was not a general
relief to the allied forces. Indeed, it added to the difficulties
of the Belgians' nearest neighbour—the British army—that
was holding, near Ypres and Lille, the other road to Calais.
men had been moved from the Aisne valley to tho
OURnew,
critical point on the battle-front. Once again
they were allowed the perilous honour and exhilarating
glory of forming the spearhead of the allied forces. They
were arranged in three army corps on a front of about
forty miles. The Indian troops were spread out behind them
as reserves, together with various Territorial battalions.
The centre of the British lines was at Armentieres, a colliery
town within cannon shot of Lille, the Manchester of France.

*

*

*

The British Victories round Ypres
IVOTED on Armentieres, our troops operated north
arid south, fighting at the same time two of the greatest
battles in the history of the world—battles compared with
which Blenheim and Waterloo
were skirmishes. The first
battle raged for weeks round
Ypres. On October 3oth the
enemy made a violent attack with large reinforcements- on our- lines south of
Ypres. For, having lost the
day against the Belgians, they
tried to redress the balance
by a victory over the British.
Our men, outnumbered by
four to one, were compelled
to retire for some miles, but,
at the same time, their comrades to the north of Ypres
advanced. What we lost from
.the right hand we regained
with the left.
*
T was- then that our Indian
•
supports came into action.
They recovered some of the
The Kaiser's quarters at the
lost ground, and though theGermans still poured in reinforcements and developed
enormous strength, our troops—both British and Indian—
pushed them back with prodigious slaughter. Night and
day the fierce, incessant tussle went on._ Villages were
taken and lost and retaken by bayonet charges, cannonades,
.and armoured motor-car attacks. The beetroot fields
around were stripped of their leaves by shell and shrapnel.
Steadily the left wing of the British 'force advanced over
the battlefield, till it won, at the beginning of November,
.
a forest above the villages it had first lost. By Thursday,
.November 5th, our men round Ypres formed a great spearhead that was driven for miles into the German front.

P

I

The N.Av Bannockburn
IN the meantime the British troops in the centre and
on the right wino- were rocking in an equally violent
struggle to the north° and south of Lille. In the north we
were sorely pressed by a Bavarian army—the same that
the Kaiser had hoped would meet the English " just once."
They met the Scots of the London Scottish Territorial
Regiment, who broke them in a splendid bayonet charge
on Saturday; October gist. Fresh German reinforcements,
howeYer, succeeded _ in winning the village of Messines,
that the gallant Scots had taken, and for several days

•
•

THE STORY OF THE
GREAT CONFLICT
TOLD WEEK BY WEEK

afterwards the village remained the hurricane centre of the
battlefield. A new Bannockburn was fought by one Scottish
force. In front of their trenches the soldiers made pits,
twenty feet deep and twenty feet wide, and covered them
with branches and loose turf. So numerous were the
Germans that in their attack they filled the pits, and came
on over the bodies.
Never has there been such slaughter of well-armed,
disciplined troops as the Germans underwent. Many of
them were lads and old men, hastily trained, and cruelly
flung forth in close formation in bayonet charges. It was
less war than murder to launch them against our veteran
troops. They suffered pitiably, horribly, and at the end
of a week's fighting we still held our line from Messines to
ha Bassee. It had bent in places, only to bulge out again.
•
*
*
The German Repulse at Arras
point along the north-west lines the German
AT every
forces were held or driven back. The tremendous
mass of them—more than ever has been concentrated on
so short a front—produced only transient curves in the
allied line, and awful was the loss of men, by which the
Kaiser won little advances that were lost the next day
or so. Our troops, at times, tired of killing ; but tlie
French army, connecting with our right wing near La
Bassee, slew till they dropped themselves from fatigue.
They had before their eyes their ruined country, to nerve
them for unceasing slaughter. On November ist the
Germans tried to break
through the French line and
capture the- city of Arras.
But the attempt failed terribly.

*

*

*

The Russian Invasion of
GermanyALL the violent, disastrous
rushes made by German
armies against the Belgian.
British, and French trenches
in the latter part of October
and the first week in November were really paroxysms of
despair. They were the last
desperate attempts to obtain
a decisive victory on the
western battle-front, after the
tremendous defeat of German
arms in the eastern theat:e of
war. The triumphant Russians on November 2nd had
front—A portable asbestos hut.
reached almost to the line
of German defences on the River Warta, and the
headquarters of the Crown Prince had been moved over
the German frontier. The Austrian supports of the
retreating Teuton host were surrendering position after
position, and in the north the Russians had again invaded
Prussia, preparatory to the great frontier battle in the south
that \ vould - open the gateway to- Berlin. East and west,
Germany was severely handled.
*
*
The Naval Bottle off Chili
AT sea, the great blockade went on. and the vigour
of it was intensified by mining all passages to the
North Sea. The incidents in the naval war of attrition
profited the enemy nothing. On Sunday, November 1st,
a squadron composed of two German battle-cruisers, the
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau—and three light cruisers-the
Dresden, Leipzig, and Nuernberg —collected near Valparaiso
on the: Chilian coast, and surprised a small squadron of
British warships under Admiral Cradock. According to
the first German rumours, the light cruiser Monmouth
was sunk and the armoured cruiser Good Hope damaged.
But this loss was offset through the -sinking of the German
armoured cruiser Yorck by a mine near Wilhelmshaven,
on Wednesday, November 4th.
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A WEEKLY PICTURE-RECORD OF EVENTS BY LAND, SEA AND AIR

We have heard a great deal about Germany's giant siege
guns, which — an unknown factor before the War — have
shattered many French and Belgian forts that were sup—
posed to be impregnable. But this is the first photograph
received in England that shows the Kaiser's soldiers in the

For We.?.1c
21 Nov.m.,er. 1914

very act of moving one of these mammoth engines
truction on to its concrete bed. Taken at Antwerp, it
reached us after weeks of delay, by way of neutral
On page 334 we illustrate the destructive effects
extraordinary weapons.

of des—
has only
Holland.
of these
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THE GREAT EPISODES OF THE WAR
XI.—The Tremendous Battles of the Vistula
to the south, with the help of the Austrians and Hungarians.
In the meantime, however, our allies had got themselves
in a position of some difficulty. As originally concentrated,
before the plan of the enemy was divine, they were weaker
at Ivangorod—the critical point—than they were _at
Warsaw. Some of the Warsaw troops at once set out
on a long, rapid, arduous march to strengthen the Russian
centre at Ivangorod, and while this preparatory movement
was going forward, the Grand Duke Nicholas had a happy,
daring, brilliant idea.
He desired to attract the Germans in great force to
Warsaw, where his own army was strongest. Giving
orders that all German spies should be allowed every
facility to ply their craft, he withdrew most of his troops,
and telegraphed for the main Warsaw army behind the
town to retire some ten miles away into the forests. A
panic arose in Warsaw ; the officials left and people began
to flee in great multitudes. Informed of all this, the
German commander, Hindenberg, communicated with the
Kaiser. Naturally, the prospect of the easy capture of
Warsaw, the capital of Poland, was calculated to please
the theatrical mind of Wilhelm
II. His neurotic temperament
was so strangely excited by the
bait dangled before him that—
so he proclaimed to the Poles—
he had a vision in which the
mother of Christ appeared to
him and acclaimed him the
saviour of Poland.
On a small scale the Russian
ruse at Warsaw would not
have been remarkable. An
ambush of a few thousand
men is easy to arrange. But
to hide six hundred thousand
men in a flat, populous; agricultural country, infested with
spies, was an extraordinary
piece of work. For the spies
had to be 'encouraged instead
of being suppressed, and,
cradled in their tragic delusions.
So it will be understood that
the Secret Service police of
Russia played an important
role in the organisation of the
great victory of the Slav over
the Teuton. They also kept
from the enemy the knowledge of the enormous forces
of Russian troops collected on
the eastern bank of the Vistula.
Kravchenko, Russia's famous war artist, making a sketch of a German spy captured by a
Cossack patrol,
Vast as the Teutonic hosts
were, they were outnumbered.'
the river and attack Lublin, while the fifth army, coming but they did not know it. Misled, outmanoeuvred, and
over the passes of the Carpathians, swept towards Lemberg. clean outplayed, they confidently went forward to suffer
The problem for the Russian commander-in-chief, the most tremendous defeat.
Grand Duke Nicholas, was to diVine which of these five
The battle opened, as the Russian commander had:
armies was the grand attacking force. His spies and arranged, round Warsaw on Thursday, October 15th.'
scouts informed him of the composition of the invading The German cavalry was then almost within sight of the
armies, but this was not sufficient to go on. The two Polish capital, and the advancing infantry pushed the
chief German armies—that attacking Warsaw and that Russian advanced posts back with alluring ease. But
attacking Ivangorod—were so linked together that a very the next day the terrible Russian counter-stroke fell.
large number of troops could be transferred from one to Through the half-empty streets of Warsaw there poured
the other. Which army would strike to create a diversion ? Russian troops of all arms, and wild, warlike tribesmen;
Which army would suddenly increase its force for the from the Caucasian Highlands, who had insisted on serving
bloiv meant to shatter Russia ?
tne Great White Tsar. The Caucasians were Mohammedan
The- Russian commander decided rightly that the attack warriors, resembling the Afridis of our Khyber country.:
on Warsaw from north and west was a feint, and that The Russian gunners blew a path for them, and
Ivangorod was the real objective of the enemy. By formed a shrapnel cover in front of their advance, as
forcing the passage of the Vistula at or near Ivangorod,, they swept down on the right wing of the German.
the Germans would divide the Russian forces, and get Miuy. They drove this wing back twenty-five miles,
in a position to encircle a million Russians in the country
(antinved en page 320).

FEW years ago the famous German- cavalry leader,
General von Bernhardi, proved to the satisfaction
of the German War Staff that Russia was a secondrate military power, which could never put into the field
more than three million men. On this estimate was
arranged the German-Austrian invasion of Russia in
October, 1914.
Knowing that Russia had detached large forces to guard
the Caucasus from the Turks, and . to hold other positions
on the frontier where trouble might occur, the Crown
Prince and his adviser, General Hindenberg, reckoned
that by deploying two million men from the Niemen River
in the north to the great bend of the Vistula in the centre,
and to the San River in the south, they would have a marked
advantage in numbers.
The Teutonic host was divided into five main armies.
The first army operated round the East Prussian frontier
and menaced Warsaw from the north. The second army
marched across Poland to within seven and a half miles of
Warsaw. The third army also marched across- Poland to
the, fortress town of Ivangorod, farther up the Vistula. Then
a fourth army worked up from Cracow, intending to cross

A
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Hunting the Lurking Foe in a French Village

The capture of a village evacuated by the enemy demands a
careful house-to-house hunt for German soldiers who may be
hidoen, ready to shoot unexpectedly. This photograph shows the
proceeding. The soldier is entering a house by a side door, and
two officers with revolvers are ready to shoot if necessary. The

work is fraught with much danger, but it must be done, otherwise individuqj enemies left behind, may by a pre-arranjed
system of signalling, give information that will enable the enemy
to deliver a counter-stroke upon our weakest point and that will
give the hostile artillery the range for attack.
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Then, in the night, like our Gurkhas, they crawled
into the German camp and knifed the sentries, and thus
prepared the way for a general surprise attack in the darkness. In the meantime the Russian regular troops, brought
up on the doctrine that " the bullet is a fool and the bayonet
is a hero," delivered a frontal attack on the centre of the
German army before Warsaw. The thing was done in
spurts, after an artillery duel, in which the Russian guns
won the mastery. All arms were pushed forward to
support the grey masses of foot soldiers, who advanced in
extended order, creeping from cover to cover. Then
suddenly they closed, gave a rapid fire, and charged with
the bayonet, while their gunners " watered " the ground
in front of _them with concentrated shrapnel gusts.
Breaking the
German Lines

The entrenched Germans stood their ground for a while,
but shot wildly, and when the Russians were fifty yards
away they broke and flew. The victorious infantrymen
got among them, while the Cossack horsemen rode ahead
at the German guns. For more than a week the pursuit
continued. At one place—Gombin--about half way to
the German frontier, the Cossacks rode along the north
bank of the Vistula, and, getting ahead of the Germans
on the south bank, swam the stream and got full on their
rear. One Cossack squadron then rode to the frontier,
deStroying the stores, the railway, and the bridges in front
of the retreating Germans. By this daring feat by a
handful of horsemen the strong. line of entrenchments
prepared by the Germans on the bRiver Warta was turned,
and the path to Berlin opened, between Thorn and Posen,
Swift and overwhelming as was the defeat of the German
left-centre before Warsaw, it did not bring about the
retirement of the whole German front. The stronger
army massed against Ivangorod still hoped to retrieve
the situation by forcing the passage of the Vistula and
wedging itself between the Russian lines.
General Russky, the victor of Lemberg, commanded the
Russian troops in this part of the field. His army held
more than one hundred and fifty miles of the winding
course of the Vistula, from the point where the Pilica falls
into it, half way to Warsaw, to the point where the Kimienna
flows into the great river. These geographical details are
of vital importance. For the distance from Russky's

The ruined main street of the town of Dixmude, taken and
retaken many times dt.ring the Battle of the Dunes and Dykes.
There is great strategic value in the possession of this town,
hence the violence of the attack upon it, and the willingness

right to the battlefield of Warsaw was equal to a week's
hard marching. That is to say, the German General
Lindenberg had a week's grace in which to force the
Vistula, with no fear of any attack on his rear from the
conquering Russians at Warsaw.
If Hindenberg won, the withdrawal of his left-centre
would be an affair of no importance. He would be the
master of the whole of Russian Poland, Warsaw being his
to take when he liked to concentrate on it. And the
Russians between the Vistula and San rivers would be at
his mercy.
With no opposition, beyond that of the usual cavalry
screen of Cossacks, the Germans advanced in large force
to the boggy banks of the Vistula. With the exception
of a small Russian force entrenched a few miles in front of
Ivangorod, the Russians were on the other side of the
river. The Prussian Guards tried to take the small advanced force, but failed. For the Russians were holding
a site chosen by General Russky for throwing her army
across the river. They had sworn to die to the last man
rather than yield.
Germans in bn
Artirery Trap

In larger and larger numbers the Germans attacked,
and, as their columns deployed, the guns of Ivangorod,
the artillery hidden on the islands and opposite shores
of the river, caught them in both flanks. For seven hours
this slaughter went on, the German guns being placed at a
disadvantage, as the ground by the river was too marshy
for them to be brought near enough to the Russian lines.
Keen was Russky's eye for a good defensive position to
fight on, and keener his vision for the possibilities of
attacking his foes.
Under cover of the Russian guns, pontoon bridges were
flung across the Vistula at the point hell by the heroic
little advanced guard, and also farther up the stream.
Including Ivangorod bridge, Rus-sky then had three- crossing
points, and towards evening his infantry attacked in front
and on both flanks, driving the Germans from the trenches
at the bayonet point. Meanwhile, a strong reinforcing
column, sent from Warsaw towards Ivangorod some days
before, got into touch with Russky's Staff. So close had
the Germans advanced, that the Russian column was
marching in their rear. Naturally, it was at once deployed
and flung against the staggering enemy. It toppled him
over, and on Thursday, October 22nd, the Battle of
Ivangorod was practically won.

to sacrifice life in no ordinary measure to secure and hold it.

It is a good point of vantage for an attack upon Ypres by the
Germans, and its possession naturally makes the important
position of Ypres more secure for the Allies,
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From the pictorial point of view, modern warfare lacks much
which the battlefields of the past provided. Soldiers to—day
are fighting enemies on the Continent whom they never see,
and in London not a few of the wounded brought home to
recuperate lament that they have received their injuries without
ever getting a glimpse of those who inflicted them.
For this reason the great mass of photographs which reach

us from the front do not show actual hostilities in progress, but
the above is vividly interesting, having been taken by a British
officer at the moment when a shell was passing o.er a high
road during the Battle of the Aisne. The alarm of the men
and horses is very clearly depicted in their attitudes, and the
whole scene conveys to us a remarkable impression of the
reality of modern warfare.

It was then a race for life to the fortified line of the
Warta, fifty miles from the Vistula. South of Ivangorod,
however, was a great stretch of rough, wooded country,
and here the Germans and Austrians made a rearguard
stand, while the Crown Prince fled by train to his own
land. The forest fighting was slow and terrible. It was
mainly sniping and bayonet rushes, with machine-guns
as support. One wood, however, the Russians fired,
finding it full of entrenched Austrians,
A Harassed
German Retreat
The curious thing about the whole affair was that the
Austrians were always found fighting the rearguard actions.
The German Military Staff would not sacrifice any of its
oWn. men. The Austrians and Hungarians were left
behind, and the German troops were marched away to
the incessant order of " Quicker I Quicker ! " Town after
town was taken by the Russians at the point of the bayonet,
While the Cossacks swerved from these strongly-held
places and kept harassing the marching Germans. By the
beginning of November it looked as though the Germans
were not moving quick enough to save their frontier from
attack. Part of their line of defences on the Warta,
in Rugsian territory, was turned at Kolo. and Russian
scouts entered Germany. Cavalry had hurriedly to be
railwayed from Belgium to Posen to fill the gap between
that city and Thorn. As full half of this cavalry had been
put out of action by British, Indian, and French horsemen,
there was not much of it left to trouble the daring, skilful
Cossack. So the great frontier battle opened under happy
prospects for the Russians.
. Meanwhile, the extreme left wing of the Teuton host in
Prussia and its extreme left wing of Austrian troops in
Galicia were suffering from the defeat of the centre. In
Prussia, General Rennenkarnpf, with extraordinary coolness, repeated his old trick-attack against his old enemy.

With one force he held the Prussians on their own eastern
frontier, while with another force he struck first westward
and then northward, and got behind the Masurian Lake
defences in the rear of the Prussians. How it was that the
German Military Staff allowed him to repeat this simple and
terribly effective method of outflanking is a mystery. It
seemed as though so many Germans were wanted in the
west to continue the attempt to force a path to Calais that
none could be spared to defend Prussia itself.
Certainly no German troops could be sent to the help
of the Austrian left wing. Cut off from the support of
their broken centre, the Austrians fought with the desperation of brave troops that have already been beaten by
their attackers. For a short period they flamed out in
the madness of despair, and the Russians were hard put
to it to maintain themselves on the Upper Vistula and the
San. In both bayonet work and steady firing the Austrian
showed himself—according to the experience of the Russian
soldier—a better man than the German. But when
refugees began to arrive from the broken, scattered centre,
the Austrian's fierce, desperate courage gave way to fatalistic
apathy, and at Kielce on Tuesday, November 3rd, the
great battle, beginning over a front of four hundred miles,
ended in a general. complete Russian victory at every
point.
Far-Reaching
Effect of the Vieory
It was the most important event in the great conflict
of nations. It at once relieved the pressure against the
British, French, and Belgian troops on the western front of
war, and at the same time it made the Germans desperate,
and led them again to fling themselves vainly in hundreds
of thousands against our trenches round Ypres. Thus it
increased the process of rapid attrition on both fronts,
and inspired such fear in the Kaiser himself that he opened
negotiations for peace with Russia, but was refused a hearin.g.
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The Commerce Raiders of the Indian Ocean
URING the three months of her hostile activity the German
cruiser Emden captured twenty-one British trading ships, and
sunk seventeen of them, releasing the others so as to save the lives
of the crews, whom she could not afford to take captive. The value
of the ships and cargoes lost is estimated at about £2,000,000, and it
may be mentioned as a matter of personal interest that the publishers
of THE WAR ILLUSTRATED had on board one of the lost ships a £90
caasigarnent of books on the way to Calcutta.
The captain of the Emden was a foeman whose daring excited the
admiration of the entire world, and his reputation is untarnished
by any act of barbarity such as his countrymen have perpetrated,
in their battles on land. He acted the part of a sportsman and a
gentleman in his conduct of war, and the British attitude towards
him shows that, while we object to barbarism in warfare, we pay
tribute to gallantry.
" The Times" voiced the opinion of the people when it said: " We
rejoice that the cruiser Emden has been destroyed at last, but we
salute Captain von Midler as a brave and chivalrous foe. He has
never taken a single life unnecessarily, except by accident, has Committed no outrage, and, so far as we know, has strictly observed the
dictates of International law."
The British Admiralty gave instructions that all the honours of
war should be accorded to the survivors, and that the captain and
officers should not be deprived of their swords.
One of the officers of the Emden made prisoner was Lieutenant
Prince Joseph of Hohenzollern, who is related to half the ruling houses
of Europe.

D

The 3.600-ton German cruiser Emden, the famous raider of
British commerce in Eastern Seas, destroyed on November 9th.
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Captain von Muller, the daring and chivalrous commander of the Emden, admired by hiF...lnemies as much as by his own countrymen.
When the fate of his ship' was known in Britain, the unanimous hope was expressed, " !rust the captain has been saved." The map
shows his field of operations. The British Admiralty allowed him to retain his sword.

The burning oil-tangs at iViadras, set on fire by the Emden's
guns on September 22nd, entailing a loss of £50,000.

A drawing reproduced from a German magazine illustrating the
Emden sinking a British merchant-ship in the Bay of Bengal,
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Rounding up the Emden and the Koenigsberg

Captain John C. T. Glossop, of the
Australian cruiser Sydney.

The Sydney, one of Australia's three protected cruisers, had the honour of rounding up
and destroying the cruiser Emden, the German " De Wet of the Sea."

Some of the crew of the German cruiser, Koenigsberg photographed
while standing by one of Sir Percy Scott's 4•7 in. guns at Whale Island.

German 3,400-ton cruiser Koenigsberg did not compare with the
THEbrilliantly-handled
Emden in her activity and the service she rendered
to her country. While the latter ship built up a record for daring and clever
aggression, the former had only two modest achievements to her credit when
she went into the tropical river that was to be her grave.
Two days after war was declared she sank the merchant-ship City of
Winchester, and on September 20th she went into Zanzibar, where the
small British cruiser Pegasus was lying with her fires drawn and her boilers
in process of being cleaned. The Pegasus fell an easy victim.
Then the Koenigsberg merely tried to elude pursuit, but did no further
damage. The British light cruiser Chatham was fortunate enough to find
her in a general clear-tip of the ocean, and on October 30th slie was discovered
lading in shoal water six miles up the Rufigi River, in Gerilian East Africa.
The Chatham could not follow up the river on account of her draught, but
after bombarding the trapped raider she sunk some colliers in the entrance
thereby putting the cork into the bottle that held the Koenigsberg. Some
of the crew of the imprisoned ship entrenched themselves on land, and the
British naval commanders proceeded 'to take steps to capture or sink her.

The Koenigsberg was one of Germany's sea—raiders, but
she sunk only the merchant—ship City of Winchester, and
the British cruiser Pegasus.

The British light cruiser Chatham and her commander, Captain Sydney R. Drury—Lowe. In the hunt for the German commerce
raiders, Captain Drury—Lowe had the good fortune to locate the Koenigsberg six miles up the Rufigi River, in German East Africa.
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Kiao-chau torn from the Grasp of the Mailed Fist

Captain Meyer Waldeck,
German Governor of Kiaochau.

Tsing-tau, the port of Kiao-chau, Germany's Chinese possession,
captured by the allied Japanese and British forces on November 7th,
after • siege of almost three months.

Japanese infantry storming a hill position berore 1 sing-tau in one or the charges that, oft
repeated. finally captured the heavily-fortified stronghold. The Germans surrendered the
place when its fall was imminent, and thereby saved much needless sacrifice of human life.

One of the German trenches before
Tsing - tau
just captured by the
Japanese soldiers who are seen occupying it.

L

General
Karnio,
the
" French "of Japan, who
captured Tsing-tau.

A Japanese sentry looking out on
Tsing-tau, his sentry-box being a
curious erection made of matting.

A photograph taken from a Japanese battleship, showing the attacking fleet before
Tsing-tau. The German and Austrian ships sunk in the harbour comprised two
cruisers, four gunboats, a destroyer, and a mine-layer. Thus fell Germany's treasured
possession, on which she had spent twenty millions since she seized it seventeen years ago.
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How Two German Cruisers Met their Fate

After three months of wildly destructive cruising and brilliant service for his country, Captain von Muller, the commander of the
Emden, was rounded up at Cocos Island, on November 9th, by the Australian protected cruiser Sydney, and had his ship battered
to pieces and driven ashore in flames.

The German armoured cruiser Yorck, a ship of over 9,000 tons, sank in Jande Bay, near the German North Sea coast, on
November 4th, perhaps as the result of striking a mine, or perhaps a victim of attack by a British submarine.

27
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Human Moles in the Fields of War—

One of the British trenches at the hard fought Battle of the
Aisne, showing in the foreground a heap of accoutrements of
soldiers who are asleep in the straw at the bottom.

T

HE skill

Kitchener's army is being well drilled in trench-making and in
boring tunnels like this, which connect the trenches and make
entrance and exit possible in face of the heaviest artillery fire.

A German trench, captured after a stiff fight, near VillersCotterets, showing mangold-wurzel left behind, There was
no trace of any other food-stuff, so that their commissariat
had evidently broken down when this trench was held.

of the mole enters into the modern art of war.

A war of defence is a war from the protection of deep

trenches and earthworks, where the soldiers may have to live,
sleep, and eat for days and weeks together. And a war of
attack is a war where the enemy has to be hunted from his
burrows with the bayonet after having had his numbers
reduced and his morale shattered by the destructive shells
of heavy artillery. Under such conditions, it is not surprising that the present Great War is awful beyond all
precedent, These photographs show some battlefield burrows

A deep trench in England, where the Royal Engineers of
Kitchener's army are fast becoming adepts in trench-making,
with the purpose of transporting their skill to the field of war
when their training, is complete.

Page 327

The War Illustratcd, 21st Itosciabcr, 1914.

—Burrows from which Battles are now Waged

A system of trenches before lelaubeuge constructed by British soldiers, abandoned in the great retreat, and containing a number of
field guns from which the breech—blocks were removed before they were left, thus rendering thorn useless to the enemy.

This drawing, finished from sketches made in the trench it
represents, Makes clear the wonderful British defences at the
Battle of the Aisne. The surface sheds and roofs of straw make
for concealment, and the loopholes at which the defenders are

posted give a clear view of the approaches and show the barb wire
erected to prevent a sudden rush attack. The straw with
which the floors of the trenches are littered rendered them
comfortable unless the weather conditions flooded them.

fences
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British Lag-Artillery Draws the German Fire

Whenever the German aeroplanes see a masked battery of allied it is a dummy one, constructed of logs and wheels, screened
artillery they drop smoke bombs on it to indicate its position
among bushes. The enemy are wasting their shells upon it,
to their own guns. In this picture en aeroplane is seen flying
while the genuine battery is concealed in a wood and making
away after dropping such bombs, the smoke from which is ready to reply. Immediately in the foreground is one of the
rising in two streaks. However, instead of being a real battery,
Aisne quarries, from which our men watch the effectof their ruse.
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Sikhs and Gurkhas Cut Uu the Germans at Lille

Huge columns of Germans advanced in the neighbourhood of
Lille during the third week of October, and by sheer impetus
beat some British troops out of their trenches. With most
unexpected gallantry they continued to advance, and thus came
up against the Indian supports. For a moment there was a

wild scrimmage. The Sikhs and the Gurkhas swung into the
enemy with the utmost fervour. Back past our own evacuated
trenches, up the little slope behind which they had collected, and
down the reverse went the Kaiser's soldiers, wh.le Sikh bayonet
and Gurkha kukri played havoc among their disordered ranks.

The War 1,11ustrated, 21st Proven/5cr, 1`311.
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British Lions in a German Cage—

British soldiers arriving as prisoners at a German concentration camp. Germany claims to hold over eight thousand British
prisoners, most of them captured during the stubborn retreat in August. At the concentration camps British prisoners are reasonably
well treated. cases of insult and cruelty being the actions of irresponsible Germans and not the policy of the military command. But
the people and the soldiery do not hide the fact that the British are the most hated of the Allies.

A British prisoner helps to carry the loaves of black bread into the camp at Doberitz.
One look at the faces of the four men tells which is the Briton.
Feeding the British lions in a German
camp. They are becoming reconciled to
the German soup.

Scottish prisoners help to enlarge the internment camp by erecting new fences. They work a specified number of hour, for
their food, and receive " overtime " at the rate of about one penny per hour. Officers receive their regulation pay and do no work.

Page 331

"he. -War 1Vusti'atcd, 21s(

ov'e. tab c I-, 1914.

—German Eagles with Clipped Wings
A

N extraordinary number of prisoners has been taken
by ..both contending parties. In the early days of
the war Germany captured allied soldiers by the thousand ;
we are now returning the compliment. An official statement - places the number of prisoners taken by the French
during the third week of October as 7,683, exclusive of
*Minded: Many of theth were mere boys, rushed from
the schOOlrooms to the battlefield without training. The
Raiser's vaunted Bavarians, whom he wished to meet the

British ", just once," . suffered in an alai Ming fashion,
fifteen hundred throwing down their arms at Ypres. Froth
one of the trenches ni the coast battle a German advanced.
with a white" flag and asked for a guarantee that hiS
comrades would not be fired upon .if they came and stirrendered. The assurance was given. Fein- hundred Germaii:i
approached, but suddenly a volley came from their own side,'
and the would-be prisoners were purposely shot down by
their compatriots. Only 23o reached the allied lines.

German Soldiers, captured by the British chiring the fighting in Northern France, arrive at a French portto be shipped to England. " It's
a long, long way to Tipperary," but a party of about five hundred German prisoners has been sent to that Irish county for internment.

During the desperate struggle on the Belgian coast, thousands of outfought German soldiers thought it best to surrender. This.
photograph, taken at Furnes, shows some of the eighty—seven men, who were said to be all that remained of a German regiment of
1.500 who attacked Dixmude fiercely, but who were driven back time after time by the Belgians, and finally had their remnant captured.

T'
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Berlin Tries Hard not to be Downhearted

A squad of German ambulance men on their way to the railway
station to entrain for the front are presented with a bouquet by
a flower—seller. Despite the Red Cross on their arms the men
carry rifles. Why ? We don't attack the Red Cross

Feeding German children whose fathers are fighting.

Artillery captured from the Russians is displayed before a hero—worshipping audience outside the Royal Palace, Berlin. The capture
of these guns is of no great importance. Inset; A Russian quick—firing gun being examined by German soldiers in a Berlin, street,

Pa '7,1'; 333

The 1V ar Illustrated, 21st Noneinber,1U14.

Dying British Soldiers Tortured by Germans

That is all you will get from us." Two, after looking ravenously
A Dutch war correspondent, who has been moving behind the
at the soup, shut their eyes, while the third moaned, and rolled
German lines, swears on oath that he saw three wounded British
his head. The Germans spat in their faces, though the look in
soldiers tortured by Germans at Landen Station on October 9th.
Bowls of not soup were held before the wounded men. " You their eyes foreshadowed approaching death. The Dutch cor—
respondent's protests against such inhumanity were unavailing.
want food," said the Germans. " We will beat you to death.

ve War Illustrated. 21st IV neml,c r, 1912,.
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Destructive Power of Germany's Siege-Guns

Destruction by big German shells in the town- of Maubeuge, one of
France's northern fortresses attacked after the fall of Namur.

The ruins of Wavre St. Catherine Fort, at Antwerp, reduced by
shells from the greatGerman siege-guns during the bombardment.

UNLIKE the armed conflicts of the past, the Great War of
_ to-day has been a war of big guns, and the effect of the big
guns which Gerinany had prepared in secret and which her
armies -used for reducing fortresses, caused a revision of all
formerly accepted theories regarding the impregnability of
fortified places. Fortunately, the ponderous weight and the
size of these big siege-guns. make them useless for field work
and for rapid transport; but they have shown that no fortress
can resist demolition when they cast their great shells.

Empty baskets, each of which formerly contained one of the shells
used by the deadly 18.4 in. German siege—guns.

One of the forts of Maubeuge, showing the steel cupola top, which was considered before the war capable of resisting the heaviest
shell, the most destructive explosives, and the .biggest artillery ever manufactured, but which was shattered and broken by the
giant shells from the ureat German surprise—her giant siege artillery.
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French Land-Mining Wrecks a German Gun

It was reported that at a place where the French were much
annoyed by a German machine—gun placed in an inaccessible
position, some soldiers recruited from the coal—mining districts
in the North of France volunteered to drive a mine fifty yards
through the earth to a spot right under the gun. This was

successfully done, the mine was prepared, and when all was
ready, fired. The result was appalling. The earth under the
gun rose up and carried gunners and gun, rocks, and earth into
the air in one great explosion that put the gun out of commission
and the men out of this war and out of the world for ever.
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Sportsmen of Peace for the Grim Game of War

After an inspection in Hyde Park, London, by their colonel, Lord Maitland, the Sports—
man's Battalion marches out to entrain for their camp. Many noted sportsmen and
athletes have joined its ranks.

German paper recently - complained that the British carried
A RESPONSIBLE
the spirit of sport everywhere, and looked at everything from a sporting point
of T.iew. She has found that our fighting men are sportsmen, and she will find
that our sportsmen are warriors—equal to, and better, than the disciples of culture.
The Sportsman's Battalion of Lord Kitchener's army owed its inception
to the efforts of Mrs. Cunliffe-Owen, and there was a rush of recruiting that speedily
filed its ranks. Its camp is at Hornchurch, in Essex, where it is getting the
necessary initiation in drill, discipline, and the practice of arms.
The battalion is attached to the Royal Fusiliers, and it consists of picked
men and trained athletes, many of them of championship rank. Two of the
companies consist solely of giants over six feet tall. They have already been
nicknamed the " Hard-as-Nails," and we may expect them to justify the sobriquet.

Officers of the Sportsman's Battalion : On the left,
Viscount Maitland ; in the centre, Captain H. J. H.
Inglis, adjutant.; and on the right, Lieutenant
Enderby, quartermaster.

With the men of the Sportsman's Battal'an in camp at Hornchurch. A pro—
fessional cricketer, a professional singer, an angler, and a City merchant
aSsistin gathering firewood. In the upper picture on the right a Cambridge
University Blue carries a log in performing the same necessary task.
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Our Soldiers' Humour in the Field of Danger

One of our men has dubbed this field Kitchen at the front the "Hotel Cecil," and he has put up a notice to that effect. It
has advantages that its London prototype cannot boast. When fresh air is wanted the windows need not be opened, because
there are none; the cl.nin2- room .s not so confined as the din rig-room in the Strand, because it comprises all out-of-doors.

The notice-board reads " Kenilworth Lodge—tradesmen's entrance at rear—beware of the dog." The landlord, Sergeant
Kenilworth, is at home to all Uhlans who care to call.

With us the term " dog-cart" designates a trap with a box
arrangement behind, but in Belgium the real dog-cart is in
common use, though a British soldier driving one is a novelty.

Cooking for the party in the trenches—a field kitchen in Trance where close-cropped British soldiers show that they are adepts in the
culinary art as well as in the art of war. Sometimes the real test of bravery comes fn eating the food they cook..
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Died to Keep the Flag Flying

Lt.-Cot. C. A. KING,
2nd Yorks Regt.

Major W. E. CAMPION.
East Yorkshire Regt.

Capt. R. H NOLAN.
R.A.M.0

Lieut. V. D. B. BRANSBURY,
Lincolnshire Regt

Sec.-Licut. L. LUIYRhLLDORMER, Scots Guards.

Maj. the Hon. L. HAMILTON,
M.V.O.. Coldstream Guards.

Lt.-Col. GORDON WILSON,
Royal Horse Guards.

Capt. lecNAB,
London Scottish.

Major L. R. V. COLBY,
1st Grenadier Guards.

Maj.E. ST. LEGER STUCLEY,
1st Grenadier Guards.

Major G. PALEY,
Rifle Brigade.

Cant. the Hon. A. E. MIL
HOLLAND, Irish Guards.

Colonel Wilson, born 1865, was educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford, and
entered the Army in 1887. He was on Baden-Powell's Stall during the defence of
Mafeking, and was twice mentioned in despatches during the South African War. He
was the husband of Lady Sarah Wilson. and an Officer of the legion d'Honneur. Major
Colby, born 1880. joined the Army in 1899. and served in the South African Campaign.
Major Campion, aged forty-three. was promoted to major last year. He served in
South Africa with the mounted infantry. taking part in actions near Johannesburg,
Pretoria, Diamond Hill, etc., and being slightly wounded and twice mentioned in despatches. Major the Hon. L. d'H. Hamilton fell in action on October 29th, in his fortyfirst year. He was brother to the present Baron Hamilton of Daizell. and heir-presumptive to the title. He fought at Belmont, Enslin. Madder River, and Magersiontein in
South Africa. Married in 1905. he leaves a son, John. born in 1911. Captain Mulholland
was killed on November 1st near Ypres. He was the eldest son of Lord Du/death.
Major Paley was aged forty-two, and first saw service on the North-West frontier of
India in 1897. He was present at many important engagements during the South
African War. Lord Richard Wellesley. born 1879, was the second son of the fourth
Duke of Wellington. He served in South Africa. Sir Richard Levinge. of linockdrin
Castle, Westmeath, was born in 1878. and succeeded his father as tenth baronet in 1900.
He fought in South Africa. and rejoined the Service last August Captain MeNab was
bayoneted while attending some Loudon Scottish wounded.

Lieut C. R. RIPLEY.
Yorks and Lanes. Reef.

Lieut. F. C. LEVITA,
4th Hussars

Capt. Lord RICHARD WELLESLEY. Grenadier Guards.

Lieut. Sir RICHARD LEVINGE, Lieut. A. W. G. CAMPBELL,
Life Guards.
Coldstream Guards

Sec.-Lieut. G. Y GROSS,
Sec.-Lt. MERVYN NOOTT,
Lieut. R. M. MACDONALD,
Royal West Kent Regt.
East Kent Regt.
Cameron Highlanders.
Ph,tcvraphs by Lacey.".' Eg ,17,ert. WEVo,, Bas:ano, Eillott d F',•;!, Pasaett ,t: cons, Stcaiiti'.

Sec.-Lt. W. M. mAGNEILL,
16,h Lancers.
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A Gallant Grandson of Queen Victoria

Prince Maurice of Battenberg, like his father Prince Henry, the
husband of our beloved Princess Beatrice, laid down his life for
his country. His bravery was unquestioned, and he met death
like a hero. A corporal at the front tells of Prince Maurice's
conspicuous gallantry at Charly—sur—Marne on September 7th,
when the King's Royal Rifles saw the Germans making block—
ages of carts, furniture, wire, glass, etc., on a bridge preparatory

to blowing it up. The order was given to take the bridge and
Prince Maurice was the first man over. He led the way over
the barricades, and was first into the houses on the other side
searching for Germans who had, however, fled without firing
a shot. Prince Maurice was mentioned in one of Sir John
French's despatches, probably for this incident. Within a week
he was wounded and died.

The War - Illustrated, 21st Norcmbcr, 1914
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HOW THE WAR WAGES:
The Breakdown of the German Military Staff
HE most remarkable event in the war last week
occurred far from the fields of battle, on the railways
of Central Germany. There, trains carrying 150,000
troops from Flanders to Poland passed trains conveying
another large number of German soldiers from Poland to
Flanders. The position was that matters were first so
urgently perilous around Ypres that the German armies
in Russia had to be weakened in order to reinforce the
troops opposed to the British Expeditionary Force. But
soon after the reinforcements had entrained. the condition
of the German armies in Russia suddenly became so
dangerous that troops had to be hurried at all costs from
Flanders to Posen to engage the Cossacks.
*
" ORDER, counter-order, disorder "—that was what had
happened at German headquarters. The result was
that at the critical period on both the east and west fronts
about a quarter of a million troops of the best quality were
on a long railway journey. General Joffre, it was rumoured,
Was then half tempted to strike and break the German
front with the reserve force he was holding back for a
Napoleonic stroke of this kind. But he concluded that it
would cost him ioo,000 men to pierce the enemy's line,
and that the stroke could be carried out at half the cost
by waiting some weeks longer, and continuing meanwhile
to wear the enemy down.

T

a

*

*

The Lightning Advance of the Russians
SO the opportunity of pushing home an attack against
the weakening, hesitating Germans fell entirely to the
Russian commander-in-chief. Three weeks after the
Battle of Warsaw he had thrown the enemy back one
hundred miles from the Vistula, and in turn invaded
German Poland. Months before the battle the Germans
had begun to fortify a line in Russian Poland - running along
the course of the Warta River. And before their great
disastrous attempt at invasion they spent four weeks
strengthening the Warta defences. These, however, were
suddenly turned at Kolo by the Cossacks in the early days
of November, and the gap on the German frontier between
Thorn and Posen was menaced,

*

*

*

then that troops, chiefly cavalry, were shifted from
I T was
Flanders to Posen to hold back the victorious Cossacks,
who captured the town of Ploeschen, some fifty miles south
of Posen. But the Grand Duke Nicholas remained . master
of the situation. By a raid into German Poland he drew
the German forces to that point, while he struck with his
Main armies at a place far to the south. He merely feinted
at Posen ; he hit at Cracow. The reason for this was that
Posen was only the gate to Berlin, while Cracow was the
key to Silesia. Silesia was the second greatest industrial
centre in Germany. Westphalia, on which the FrancoBritish forces hoped soon to advance, being the first
greatest centre. A blow at Silesia was far deadlier than a
spectacular march on Berlin, so the Russian commander
feinted at Berlin but struck at Silesia.
The Sad Plight of the Austrians
A N important consequence of this operation was that the
" • full weight of the Russian stroke fell first on the
Atistrians forming the left wing of the Teutonic host. In
the first week of November they were cut off from the
Crown Prince's army, that constituted the Teutonic centre.
and driven towards Cracow. At the same time, the right
Sank of the Austrians, which stretched along the northern
slopes of the Carpathian Mountains, was turned by a
Russian - force advancing through Southern Silesia. By
Thursday, November 12th, the immense encircling movement of the Russians was bringing them close to the
Austrian forces, whose path of retreat across the snow-_
cumbered passes of
Carpathians seemed to be barred.
the Austrians to their fate, the Germans enLEAVING
trenched at Czestochova, some ten miles in front of the
,border of Silesia., Here the great decisive battle opened

THE STORY OF THE
GREAT CONFLICT
TOLD WEEK BY WEEK

at the close of the second week in November, while the
Germans were bringing up heavy artillery to strengthe a
their defences and turn the struggle into a siege war, such as
had occurred on the Aisne. Fresh troops, hastily trained,
were brought out to reinforce the weary retreaters, who
had been marching for dear life for several weeks ; ant
though the Russians were also fatigued by their rapi
advance, confidence born of victory nerved them for the
grand frontier battle, on which the immediate fate of
Germany hung.

*

The Mighty Stand of the British Army
N the western front of war there continued a terrible
stability of positions along the Yser, and towards Lille
and Arras. y The British army would not yield ground,
and the Bavarian army would not give over attacking.
Except that Dixmude, on the Yser, which had been lost
and won several times, was again captured by the Germans,
there was little change in the curving lines of the contending
Powers. Night and day the slaughter went on, till something between a quarter and half a million men were put
out of action.

O

*

*

*

T

HE German commander, Prince Rupert of Bavaria, lost
a position of great advantage through a curious attack
of blindness. This man, the direct heir of our Stuart
kings, but barred from the British throne by the Act of
Succession. circulated the notorious " POem of Elate "
among his troops, and allowed them to commit ghastly
things to our wounded men. With his own soul flaming
with hatred, he concentrated his forces round Ypres in
attempt after attempt to annihilate the British army.
It did not matter to him that he lost three men for every
British soldier he put out of action. He was bent on
annihilating our force. So, blinded with fury, he overlooked the really critical point on the allied line southlw r 1
at La BaSsee. Here, where the British and French armies
connected, was the danger spot. But instead of massing
the whole of his forces against it, Prince Rupert went on
hammering at the hated British at Ypres.

*

*

Clearing the Seven Seas
AFTER a siege of six weeks, the great new fortress of
Tsing-tau, from which the Germans hoped in time to
dominate China, fell to the Japanese, with some little
help from their British allies. Owing to their experience
at Port Arthur, the Japanese sappers and gunners had
become supreme experts in the reduction of modern
Gibraltars, and they captured Tsing-tau by a final bayonet
charge on November 7th, in just half the time expected.
The fall of the fortress, where eight enemy warships were
sunk, freed the entire Japanese Fleet for the hunt after
German commerce raiders. About the same time the
Indian Ocean was cleared by the destruction of the Emden
by H.M.A.S. Sydney, while the Konigsberg was bottled up
in a river creek in East Africa by sunken coal-boats,

a

*

*

World-wide Skirmishes
IN other parts of the earth a series of small fights went on,
preparatory to larger battles. The Russians crossed the
Caucasian ramparts and swept towards the Turkish fortress
city of Erzerum. A Turkish army, with Kurdish supports,
was scattered close to the frontier, and on November tith
the Russians won a more important victory at Koeprikoei,
where the Turks fled in great disorder into the mountains,
pursued by Russian horsemen. About the same- time, but
half the world away, General Botha moved out froM
Winburg, in the Orange Free State, and partly surrounded
Christian De Wet and two thousand rebels. Owing to two
of General Botha's officers being unable to arrive in time,
the encircling movement was not completed. Nevertheless.
a heavy defeat was inflicted upon the man who rebelled
because he had been fined five shillings for ill-treating a
Kaffir bov. Two hundred and fifty of his men were
captured and two of his laagers.
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A WEEKLY PICTURE-RECORD OF EVENTS BY LAND, SEA AND AIR

The latest news of the position of the German cruiser Koenigsberg
reads like a chapter from the old boys' stories of Kingston and
Henty. Discovered in the Indian Ocean by H.M.S. Chatham, the
German cruiser, which-is capable of steaming at a very high speed,
Showed the British warship " a clean pair of heels," gaining the

Week ending
ForNovember.
28
1914

mouth of the Rufigi River, in German East Africa, and steaming
six miles up the river into a dense tropical forest where the heavier
British vessel was unable to follow. The guns of the Chatham
were able, however, to shell the position of the Koenigsberg,
which was thus fairly trapped, and its ultimate fate is sealed.

Vic War iitastratml, 28th November, 1914.
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THE FIRST SEA- FIGHT OF ITS KIND
Thrilling Tale of the Battl: between
the Carmania and the Cap Trafalgar
BY ONE WHO TOOK PART IN IT
Very little has been heard of the excellent work of the Royal Naval Reserve since the outbreak of
the- War, but this branch of our Navy has figured in several important engagements, and especially
distinguished itself in the famous fight between the Carmania and the Cap Trafalgar, when our
merchant-cruiser destroyed and sank the splendid new Hamburg-South-American liner which, like
the Carmania, had been fitted out for war service. No complete account cf this engagement, which is
likely to be famous in the annals of the Navy as being the first battle of the kind in history, has yet
appeared in the British Press, and we are fortunate in being able to present to readers of THE WAR
ILLUSTRATED a graphic description of the fight penned by one of those who took an active part in it.

N the morning of September 14th the auxiliary cruiser
Carmania steamed south on 'a reconnoitring expedition towards Trinidad Island—not the West
Indian island of that name, but the tiny island rock about
four miles by two that lies in the South Atlantic, about
700 miles east from Brazil. Early in the forenoon the
lofty rock loomed large ahead, and a group of masts
and funnels that were made out to the westward of it
resolved, later on, into three steamers. Like hornets
they buzzed around, undecidedly at first, and then took
to their heels, but when it was ascertained that the intruder
had no company, the largest of them, a magnificent liner
with two red funnels and grey hull, evidently changed her

O

mind, turned round an
made for the piraticallooking surprise-packet, for
the Carmania was black
from rail to keel, what with
the generous laying on of
the tar-brush in Liverpool
and the smoke and grime of
a lowg sea voyage.
The sun stood directly
overhead. The scene was
one of undimmed tropical
splendour when the Car- L
mania mastheaded the white
ensign and - fired a shot The top picture shows the Caracross the other steamer's mania;. the middle one the wreck
of her bridge from one of the Cap
bow. The stranger, who Trafalgar's
shells, and the bottom
had disregarded all previous picture a hole made in the engineroom
casing
by a shell that first
signals, there and then ripped through
a lifeboat and
hoisted his colours, and missed the wireless room on
the
left
by
only
a few feet,
returned the challenge by a
broadside from his starboard
guns. It was a German ship right enough, no other than
the Cap Trafalgar, as subsequently proved, the pride of
the Hamburg-South-American Line, built m 1913 for
the express purpose of ousting the Royal Mail and kindred
British companies in that part of the world.
These preliminary shots gave both sides an accurate range.
No sooner were sights adjusted, than every gun that would
bear opened fire, and the two combatants set them to a
deadly duel, in which one or both must sink. It was a
siert to the finish between two ships that only a few weeks

previously had been carrying passengers, mails, and cargo
from New York to Liverpool, from Hamburg to South
America. Both ships had been built to withstand stress
of weather, not stress of warfare. Armour they had none,
nor very great speed, and their triple tier of decks, litterect
with every conceivable sort of cast-iron menace, lent
security to the crew only in their vastness.
A gross tonnage of 19,524 in the case of the Carmania,
and 58,750 tons in the case of the Cap Trafalgar, constitute
targets-so colossal as to be beyond the possibility of failure
with any gunlayer, and beyond the scope of credulity to one
at all initiated in modern gunnery. The duel was therefore
unique, because the combatants were not men-of-war in the
proper sense of the word, and the first of its kind on record,
as it has never been known before that a floating hotel fitted
with miniature artillery should meet and engage on the
high seas a similar adversary similarly armed.
In weapons, as well as- in size and speed, the two ships
were evenly matched. The Carrnania mounted eight 4..7
guns, the Cap Trafalgar eight .1.1 guns, up-to-date, the
difference in calibre equalising the difference in age at
normal range. But the modern weapon with its low
trajectory is far more effective at long distances, and it is
surprising that the German
did not take advantage of
the fact, and be the first to
commence operations. The
action took place at a distance of a little over 8,000
to a little under 4,000 yards
from start to finish.
The object of each Ship
being to let water into the
other as quickly as possible,
the guns were laid on the
water-line, and an identical
portion of it kept as the
point of aim every time

they were fired. . Of the first few shells that nit the
Carmania on the port side three made holes, big and
small, at and above the water-line ; one tore through the
stewards' quarters and embedded itself in the protective
sandbags outside the engine-room ; another made havoc in
the galley on the lower deck and carried away the fire main
leading to the fore part of the ship and bridge, with well(Contkued

poge 544)

Cossack to the Rescue of a Red Cross Nurse

The incident depicted above is vouched for as having taken
place in the fighting near the Polish frontier. Russian wounded
were being collected, by two Red Cross nurses and some un—
armed orderlies with an ambulance waggon. Suddenly from the
wood close by a German officer and some men appeared. The

officer strapped the wrists of one of the nurses and carried her to his
horse. Then he rode off with her, bruised from her struggle and in
despair of her fate. But a Cossack appeared, took in the situation,
and gave chase. In horsemanship the German had no chance. Me
was spitted on the Cossack spear, and his victim rescued.

The War Illustrated, 28th Nor- onbcc,
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One of the most atrocious of the many authentic cases of the Germans behaving in a revolting manner to the wounded enemy concerns
the death of Captain McNab, of the London Scottish. A Harley Street doctor by profession, Captain McNab remained unarmed in a
damaged house attending to the London Scottish wounded, when the main body had to retire under pressure from the Bavarians.
Later on, when the Scots executed their famous charge and routed the enemy. they regained the house where the captain had been
left with the wounded, only to find that the devoted doctor and all the wounded had been bayoneted to death by the Bavarians during
their temporary occupation of the position.

THE FIRST SEA-FIGHT OF ITS KIND 1";V:ot,;7''''
nigh disastrous results, as will • be seen later. One more
ripped through a lifeboat and burst in the corner of the
engine-room casing, missing the wireless operating-room
by a few feet.
The following account of the action itself is taken from
a diary which was written up about two hours after the
event :
" One never saw such a scatter as when we sat down to
lunch and ' action ! ' was sounded ! Feeling ran high that
this time we were in earnest ; everyone was at his post
in the twinkling of an eye. Ten minutes afterwards the
conflict started, at a range of about six miles, both ships
closing rapidly. - The din that followed was unnatural and
terrifying, and men's hearts leaped to their mouths, for
here was death amongst us. But the heat of work changed
white faces to red. Blood once seen revives savagery in the
human breast, and all our thoughts, after those first few
moments, were concentrated in the grim work at hand,
which was to sink as speedily as possible the monster
that was vomiting red and steaming arrogantly towards us.
Seamanship that Helped
the Victory
" By a clever manoeuvre our captain turned the ship round
just as the enemy was bringing his pom-poms into play as
well as the big guns, and brought our starboard battery,
fresh and eager, to bear. Then we turned into demons, in a
cene that had turned diabolical. Screaming shrapnel,

returned by salvos of common shell, splinters everywhere,
lumps of iron, patches of paint, a hurricane of things flying,
hoarse shouting and unintelligible sounds from dry throats,
men discarding garments, and laughing with delirium—over
all a white pall hiding the ghastly work.
Death-dealing Shells
from the Cap Trafalgar
" What matter that a shot *cannoned down the aftercompanion and laid low three of the whip party ? Volunteers
were not wanting to close in the breech and keep up a brisk
supply of ammunition to the hungry guns. Or that a
shot glanced off the shield of No. I gun, past the officer in
charge, and blew away the neck of a corporal of Marines
passing projectiles along the deck, leaving him leaning over
the magazine hatchway, head dangling down, and dripping
blood on to the madmen working below ? Or that a shell
burst by the feet of a man carrying another one in his
hands ?
" Word went round that we were on fire forward—the
bridge, in fact, was blazing. A shell had torn through the
Cabins below, setting them alight, and the flames by this
time reached and enveloped the bridge, since water could not
be turned on in the first instance, as the main on the
lower deck had been shot away. But the ill news was
more than compensated for by the frenzied announcement
that the enemy was also on fire, and listing, moreover, on
his side. So our main control was gone. The captain,
first lieutenant, and navigating party had to leave the
(Continued on page 340
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Why the Coast Road to Calais is Impassable

The Germans have had more than one " surprise " for their
enemies, but the Allies have also presented a few surprises to
them. One of the most interesting of these, as we have already
seen, were the shallow—draught war vessels known as monitors,
with the aid of which Great Britain has pronounced a very
decisive negative to the Kaiser's impotent command that his

army of the west should march to Calais. By steaming rapidly
in a circular route near to the Belgian coast they can discharge
their heavy guns at the land positions of the enemy with the most
devastating effect. Within the last few days they have been busy
again attacking the Germans along the coast as far north as Zee—
brugge, with the usual result of making their positions untenable.

The War illustrated, 28th No umbei, 1914.
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" A ring of foam, and half a dozen boats crowded with
THE FIRST SEA-FIGHT OF ITS KIND fc";'-'4
=aje 3.44)
dark forms, were all that was left at 2 p.m. of the brave
bridge to the flames—not before gaining us victory, however,
Cap Trafalgar and her ornate saloons and winter gardens,
by the splendid way they handled the ship in heading off
the ship that conveyed Prince Henry of Prussia on his
the enemy, preventing him from turning round and bringing
triumphant tour to the South American Republics."
his idle guns on the port side to bear, and by keeping him
The action thus hung in the balance for nearly an hour.
on our starboard quarter so we were able to use five of our
The Carmania gradually gained the upper hand by superior
guns to his four.
rapidity and concentration of fire, and by the skilful
manner in which she was handled. Shrapnel, too, which
" The enemy listed a little more, and our work was done ;
the Cap Trafalgar used, does not seem so effective as
his shooting became higher and more erratic, then stopped
common shell, which at short range is almost armour
altogether. We ceased- firing, and turned our attention
piercing. The crew of the British ship formed a rare comto fighting the flames roaring up on high in the fore part of
bination highly suitable to that type of war vessel—a
the ship. Luckily, we were able to stop the engines and
navigator captain and a gunner}, first lieutenant from the
keep the ship before the wind. The bridge and all its
Navy, Reserve officers and men, volunteer engineers and
precious fittings and contents were doomed, as also the
cabins below it ; the officers who occupied them lost all firemen.
The casualties of the Cartheir effects. A fireproof door
mania amounted to nine men
in the staircase leading to the
killed and twenty-six wounded
lower cabins effectually kept
out of four hundred and
the fire from spreading in this
twenty-one hands all told, a
direction, otherwise there
low percentage owing to the
might not have been very
wide distribution of the various
much left of the Carmania.
parties. The survivors of the
The action raged hotly for an
Cap Trafalgar landed at BuenOs
hour; after that desultory firing
Aires consisted of eighteen
was continued until the end.
officers and two hundred and
" Of the two colliers that
ninety-two men, which would
accompanied the enemy. one
give her casualties at abOut
steamed away at the comeight officers and one hundred
mencement of the action and
men. if she carried the same
was never seen again. The
number of men as the Carother, and smaller of the two,
mania.
followed suit until he noticed
Seventy - nine direct hits
the plight of his escort, and
were counted on the Carmania,
returned to pick up the surand innumerable small holes
vivors. Anon, an order went
from splinters ; her boats were
round the decks : ' All firemen
riddled, as also masts and
down below.' The firemen had
ventilators ; her rigging and
been doing yeoman service,
wireless aerial were shot
running hoses and buckets of
away.
water to. the scene of fire, just
Rumour has it that the
as the stewards had distinunknown German cruiser
guished themselves by taking
chased the Carmania for two
round water and lime-juice to
days in the direction of Monte
the guns' crews under shell
Video, which was the first
fire, and also helping with
course the latter set forth
carrying away the wounded.
upon from the scene of the
The reason for this order was
action, until, under cover of
ominous. The yeoman of
darkness, she doubled on her
signals had sighted smoke on
track, making for Abrolhos
the horizon to the north, and
Rocks instead.
made out a bunch of funnels.
It is a moot point whether
It could not but be the
the Cap Trafalgar did not
Dresden, or whatever German
fit out entirely as an auxiliary
cruiser the armed merchantcruiser at Trinidad, disguisman we fought was in coming herself at the same time
pany with, returning to the
as a Union Castle liner, which
assistance of her consort, who
necessitated the removal of
had been signalling to her
the third funnel, a dummy
during the action. A great
put up for appearances onlY,
THE LATE FIELD-MARSHAL LORD ROBERTS
pity, indeed, one of our cruisers
like the fourth one of the
Earl Roberts of Kandahar died, on November 14th, where
he
would
have
wished
to
die-amid
the
booming
of
guns,
was not in touch with us at
Olympic. She certainly did
the I
troops he lo v ed so rel Izzid Trng whIIll
b esite
the time. What a fine haul it
look as fresh and trim before
l se an rmp re
so m ch of his
wo was done. H s d
into mourning ; he has an honoured resting-place in St. Paul's
would have been !
the action as if she had only
cathedra l where
just stepped out of the projust as we got the fire
ncli
uliV:
r',1,?,7,11."4,11trIeY• verbial
steW
it!teietiOnr
pegalisnriio
His wor k
band - box. At all
well in hand, and were starting
to rim to the American coast, we beheld the most events, the German peaceful - commerce destroyer was
awe-inspiring sight of our lives—the last moments of an to all intents and purposes filling up with coal when the
ocean leviathan. The wounded ship, distant from us Carmania bore down on her so unexpectedly, preparaabout five miles, suddenly lurched over on the starboard tory, perhaps, to stealing across the Atlantic for the
beam ends, looking for all the world as if she were about purpose of preying on the West African trade routes,
to turn turtle. Lower and lower she went, until her huge where her masquerade would best serve its purpose, in
funnels were level with the water, pointing in our direction lieu of the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse, recently sunk by
like two tunnels side by side, and dense clouds of smoke H.M.S. Highflyer.
Finally, the use of Trinidad Island as a coaling base by
and steam escaped from all parts of her as from a volcano
in a high state of activity. As quickly again, the mammoth the scattered units of the German South Atlantic Fleet
righted herself ; down, down went her bows ; up and up constitutes daring effrontery -and, one reluctantly adds,
her stern, till quite one-third of the hull stood upright to splendid powers of organisation on their part, considering
the sky, then with a majestic plunge she slid beneath the its nearness to the trading routes of the South Atlantic,
waves, game to the end, for the last to disappear was the which carry a constant stream of British mercantile ships
both on the east and on the west.
German flag.
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Flood and Fire Annihilate the Wurtembergers

A Dutch cartoonist shows a German soldier writing home, and
saying : " Our advance continues ; our graves now stretch to
the sea." It is a grim truth expressed in a cartoon, and in no part
of Belgium are German graves thicker than around Ypres and in
the valley of the Yser. In the latter a brigade of Wurtembergers
islet its end. It was enticed to the attack by a row of enemy caps

skilfully placed, with their owners in ambush elsewhere. The
Wurtembergers advanced to their doom. After a deadly fire
upon the caps they rushed forward to find that they had no heads in them, and to.sustain a murderous cross—fire from the Allies'
guns, in the middle of which the sluices were opened, and in a swirl
of water the Wurtembergers were shot. drowned, or captured.

Incidents in the Terrible Battle of the Coast
Kaiser's war lords, undismayed by the
THEmost
terrible losses, in all the history ,of
armed conflict, keep battering on the iron wall of
British and Belgian determination that bars the
roads to Calais by and near the Belgian coast.
Germany is estimated to have lost one hundred
thousand men during f our day s' fighting, h er only
reward being the heap of ruins that once was
Dixmude. The Priissian Guard, the very flower
of the German Army, was hurled against the
British trenches—only to be beaten back with
shattered pride and a death-roll which defeat
only makes the more awful to contemplate.
The world looks on aghast at a war-lust that
pours out blood and that makes widows and
orphans in this purposeless fashion. This military madness means the suicide of an army.

The German soldiery occupy this Belgian town, and they have posted a
company of soldiers on the roof of the town-hall to watch for the appearance of British troops expected to come to the attack.

Some of the most violent fighting in the war took place round the town of Dlxmude, near r ,
which these -German motor-cars were capsized into a ditch. The photograph on the right
shows a Belgian outpost on the roof of an outhouse at a farm in the vicinity.

Against the sky the aeroplane furnishes a clear, though uncertain, mark. On the left, French Marines, beside the ruined church
at Dixmude, are aiming at a German Taube overhead; and, on the right, the anti-aircraft high-angle gun on a British-Belgian
train is attempting to bring to earth one of these hornets of the sky,
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The Frantic Effort to Hack a Way to Calais

Hoorn in a private house in Nieuport where the destruction caused
by a German shell during the battle was complete.

A photograph of the Convent orthe Sisters of the Poor at
Nieuport, showing the outer wall demolished by a German shell
during the the fierce cannonading of the Battle of the Coast.

A few weeks ago this was the beautiful Church of St. Nicholas at Pervyse, near Dixmude. Now it is
what you see in the photograph.
Inset: Ruined tombs in the churchyard at Ramscapelle. near Dixmude, where the priest regards the havoc made by war in "God's acre.'
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The Treachery and Trickery of our Enemies

A concrete bed on the French frontier secretly prepared by Germans in time
of peace for their big guns to bombard French positions. It is hidden under
water, and the single-line railway was designed to transport the guns to it.

An empty barrel mounted on a wheelbarrow, and
placed in position so that a reconnoitring airman
woLld imagine that a big mortar was concealed here.

An ingenious field defence prepared by Austrians. Behind the barb-wire
entanalements the ground was scooped into holes, each of which held a spike.
The result to a body of cavalry charging through this can be easily imagined.

'A German imperial motorcae, fitted with a

deVfce whereby the-Car can ride

under or over any wires placed across the road to Obstruct its passage.

Effigy Of a Belgian, on which the ,aertrans practised
shooting = to improve their wretch-ed anarltarrianshio.
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How Holland Preserves her Neutrality

German soldiers, seen in this photograph, as well as
Belgian and British lighting men, are interned in Holland.

British naval men, prisoners under International law in Holland till the
end of the war, playing football against a Dutch team at Groningen.

While the sympathies of the Dutch are with Great SHUT,' and her allies in the war, national policy dictates the maintenance of strict
neutrality. This photograph, taken at Harderwyk, shows one of the great camps where Britons and Belgians are well oared for.

Holland guards her frontier to see that no belligerents use her territory and to ensure that any combatants crossing into Holland may
be detained there. These two camera records show a railway and a roadway on the frontier effectively barred against trespass.

The War illusteatca, 28th Novembcr,
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Short Shrift for Spies at the Battle-Front

The Germans rely upon spies as much as they do on their soldiers.
This drawing was finished from a sketch made by a British officer
at Sir John French's headquarters. Some British soldiers in a
Ro I Is—Royce car were attracted by the suspicious movements of a
Red Cross man and woman whom they met motoring near the

British lines. The suspicious pair were stopped and examined.
Their papers were unsatisfactory, and they were found to be
Germans. Then the supposed woman proved to be a man, and,
confronted wits an accumulation of evidence, they confessed their
real business—that of spies. The drawing shows their end.
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Taking an Army through snow-blocked Passes

Hannibal crossed the Alps and invaded the heart of the Roman
Empire; Alexander surmounted the passes of the Hindu Kush,
and took his Macedonian legions to India; Napoleon imitated
Hannibal, and crossed the Alps to Italy. The Russians of to—day
have performed a similar feat of army transport. A Russian

column, composed of all three arms, surmounted the mountain
passes of the Caucasus, which were thickly covered with snow,
in their advance against the Turks towards Erzerum, where
their front against the enemy extends over one hundred miles.
The Russian transport organisation is excellent and efficient.

T4e, hrer ///thstralcd. 25th Toccmbc•, 1914.
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Our Splendid Royal Artillery at the Front
THE w ork

of the Royal Artillery on the battlefields of France
has been magnificent,- and has earned warm tributes
from Sir John French, who, in one of his despatches, wrote :
" On former occasions I have brought to your Lordship's
notice the valuable services performed during this campaign
by the Royal Artillery. Throughout the Battle of the Aisne

they have displayed the same skill, endurance, and tenacity,
and I deeply appreciate the work they have done."
Not only by the accuracy of their fire has our artillery
covered itself with glory, but also the intrepid daring of the .
individual men has been outstanding, and many officers
and men have been "mentioned in despatches."

This photograph was taken in France as a battery of the British field art.liery was proceeding to take up a position for action. Field
guns proper are generally of 3 in. or 3.3 in. calibre, and are mounted so that when fired they do not move and require relaying.

A British field piece in action, showing its caisson or ammunition waggon. Field guns are fitted with shields to protect the men working
them against bullets from the enemy's rifles and shrapnel fire. The range of the guns varies from 5,500 yards to 9,000 yards.

A heavier type of artillery than the field gun or howitzer can be transported only with some difficulty over good roads or hard ground.
A battery of heavy artillery consists of four guns, each weighing 39 cwt.. throwing 60 lb. shells, with a maximum range of 10,000 yards.
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All Big Guns used in the War are not German
(HEAVY artillery plays a great part
in the war, and the Germans
have produced some artillery surprises.
their rifle practice were as good as
their big-gun practice, the Allies would
-haVe a much more desperate task in
_front of them.
Sir John French, in his despatch of
.October 8th, reported that the Germans
were using in the field 8 in. siege-guns with a range-of io,000 yards. He
also stated that, on September z5th,
he received the four 6 in. howitzer
-batteries for which he had asked, and
- that they were brought into action on
the following day with very good results.
The picture on the right shows a 6 in.
howitzer of the Royal Garrison Artillery,
,which throws a shell of roo lb. weight.
Very heavy guns are difficult to use
for field work, as they lack 'the necessary mobility required in a swaying
battle-line that may advance or retire
.from day to day, but in the war 'now
waging the difficulties of transport
have been overcome as never before,
- thanks principally to motor-traction.

One of the British 6 in. field howitzers sent to Sir John French to enable him to
reply to the German 8 in. guns at the Aisne. It outfought the Krupp weapons.

One of the new movable French batteries that require a railway track on which to move. The photograph shows the special

observation tower, the two howitzers on their turn-tables, and the ammunition waggon belonging to each.

A nearer view of one of the French howitzers illustrated in the picture above. It fires at a high angle if necessary, and the
gunners are protected by an armour shield, The arms seen extended at the side widen the base and give greater stability,
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Scenes from the Eastern Area of Hostilities:

A scene with the Russian army invading Galicia, where Cossacks have brought into
camp a troop of commandeered horses for inspection by an army committee.

Although the national sympathy of the Polish population is with Russia, yet
Germany has many Poles in her Army, and this photograph shows a
group of Polish officers whose extreme youthfulness will be remarked.

A bridge in Poland which was destroyed
by the Germans during their retreat to
their own frontier after their advance
almost to the gates of Warsaw.

THE Russian Army is proving itself
a thoroughly effective fighting
instrument. Defects revealed by the
experience in Manchuria have been
remedied in the meantime, and the
ardour of an intense patriotism, skilfully directed, has given our Russian
ally great and far-reaching successes
against the German and Austrian
enemy.
Cracow is the stepping-stone to
Breslau, and Breslau is next door
but one to Berlin. There is hard
fighting to be done before even Cracow is taken, but progress is being
made, and we have no more right to
be impatient with Russia's progress
than Russia has to be impatient of
our advance in France and Belgium.
The German fighting is severe on
both frontiers, and while a triumphant issue is not in doubt, victory
will be easy in neither field of war.

A Cossack scout giving particulars gleaned by him
in a reconnaissance to his commander, who is following his descriptions by the help of a map.

The city of Cracow, the ancient capital and still the intellectual Centre of Poland, is
being invested by the troops of the Tsar. The photograph shows the principal street
and the Cloth Hall. No other Polish town has so many old historic buildings, or so
many national relics.
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Our Russian Allies and the Foes they are Facing

A scene in the eastern theatre of war, where a Japanese war
correspondent appears in company with some Russian officers.

Russian infantry behind earthworks, carefully prepared ter
attack. Each soldier carries a spade for trench—digging.

Austrian "sucklings," or recruits, after swearing in, acclaim the Emperor
Francis Joseph with a loud " Hoch " as they lift their swords high in the air.

Russian troops entering the burning village of Mikolaiev, in Eastern Galicia
during their advance through the territory of the Kaiser Francis Joseph.

German soldiers sampling vodka, the Russian
whisky, as they pass through a Polish village.
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If one were asked to name the bravest deed of the war, the answer might be the act of bravery
here depicted. The heroism that can rise to the height of giving one's own life to save that
of an enemy under fire.ireaches a pitch of moral courage hig her than the rush of a bayonet
charge or the assault upon an enemy position. Some Germans attacked a British trench, and
were repulsed with many dead. They had to retire, and took with them all their wounded except
one, whom they overlooked. A comrade came into the open to rescue him, but fell dead,
pierced by a score of British bullets. The British officer gave the order " Cease fire."

Then he himself advanced to the rescue of the wounded German, but was struck by several
German bullets. Then the German officer saw his purpose, when he in turn gave the order
" Cease fire." The British officer was able to reach the object of his effort. He lifted him,
and carried him to the German trenches, where he saluted and handed him to his friends`.
The German officer saluted, sprang from the trench, took off his own Iron Cross and pinned it
on his brave enemy. Then the British officer gained his own lines, wounded to death, which
took place before he could receive the Victoria Crnss fn” which he was recommended.
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Searchlights Assist Work of Rescuing Wounded
IF modern war has reduced the making of death into a
science, it has also produced or called into active practice
a new science of mercy. In former wars death by disease
was often more appalling than death by fire and sword.
Sanitary science, medical and surgical science, and
hygiene, have changed all that, so that now the health of

the fighting soldier and of his wounded comrade is a matter
not only o prime eoncern, but also of highly successful
care by the organisation that guides the fighting machiue.;
These two pictures show how a powerful searchlight :is:
used by the French Army to rescue its wounded just as
searchlights are also used to disclose enemy positions.

This photograph shows one of the powerful searchlights used by the French Army to enable them to discover where the wounded in
the day's battle are lying when darkness falls, so that they may be rescued and cared for.

French soldiers bringing in their wounded after dark, guided by the strong searchlight seen in the upper photograph. The search—
light shows them where the wounded lie, and it also guides them in their return to their own lines with their pathetic burdens.

Brave Britons from Oversea in the Field of War

Belgium to do their share in the work of defending the
A section of the British Colonial Horse, who have gone to the plains of
Empire of which they are such worthy citizens. The men paid their own passage to Belgium.

Some of the British Colonials rushing a farmhouse near Dixmude believed to be held by a force of Germans. They had to advance
across the open without cover, always a manoeuvre attended with risk of meeting a deadly fire.

Lurking Germans are suspected within the farm buildings, and caution is necessary for two reasons—not to sacrifice life in the
attacking force unnecessarily, and not to allow the Germans to escape to safety. Hence the circumspection with which these Colonials
are approaching, ready to shoot quickly, if necessary, but reserving their fire while they watch every avenue of possible escape.

1'

Wai

361

28th Novembcr, 1914.

King-Empe 1. and Queen among the Wounded
Met

King George and Queen Mary visiting the wounded
Indians at their camp in the New Forest.

The King talking in hospital to a wounded
soldier who is as handy with the knitting
needles as he is with the rifle.

reasons of State, King George is not
FORpermitted
by his constitutional advisers
to'go to the battle-front ; but the Prince of
Wales has assumed the burden of arms,
and has now proceeded to the area of war to
perform what military duties may be
entrusted to him. But King George and
his gracious Queen are assiduous in what
duties their responsibilities allow them to
assume.
Foremost in every good work for the comfort of our fighting men and for the welfare
of those dependent on them, their Majesties
exhibit their_ sympathetic interest in seeing
that the wounded men who have risked life in
their cause are well cared for. These photographs were taken during the Royal visit
to the hospital and camp in the New Forest,
where the wounded Indian soldiers were the
special objects of their solicitude.

One of our wounded Indians, in whose case Queen Mary is exhibiting an
interest during her visit to the hospital in the New Forest.

King George, followed by Queen Mary, passing down between two lines of wounded Indian warriors who have reached #
convalescence again, and are far on the way to physical fitness for a renewal of their active duties at the front.
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Lost under the White Ensign

Lieut. D. C. TUDOR,
H.M.S. Good Hope.

Capt. G. M. I. HERFORD
R.M.L.L, H.M.S. Monmouth.

Lt.-Com. Hon. P. R. H. D. WILLOUGHBY, H.M.S. Monmouth.

Com. WALTER SCOTT,
H.M.S. Good Hope.

Lieut. D. F. O'C. BRODIE,
Submarine D5.

The first British naval reverse of the war took place on November 1st, when the Good
Hope and the Monmouth. fighting against fearful odds, were sunk off the coast of Chili
by the German Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, Leipzig, Dresden. and Nuernberg. The entire
complement of officers and men went down with their ships after putting up a gallant
fight, the issue of which went against them by reason of the much superior gun-power
of the German ships.
Rear-Admiral sir Christopher 0. F. 5I. Cradock. R.C.V.O., C.13., went down in the
Good Hope. He was an officer whose abilities and gallantry had carried him to high
honour in the Service, and he was also the author of several books. Born in 1502. he
served in the Soudan, in the Royal Yacht, on the Transport Serxice at the opening of the
Boer War, in China (where he et as promoted captain for gallantry at Taku), became
A.D.C. to the King, and finally, in 1910. Rear-Admiral. He was decorated for gallantry
in saving life at sea in connection with the wreck of the Delhi.
Lieut. D. F. O'C. Brodie was the only officer lost in the sinking of the Submarine D5
by a German mine as she pursued on the surface the German shops that ventured to drop
a few shells on Yarmouth beach on November 3rd. and Assist.-Paymaster 31. W. Hart
was one of the three killed and twenty missing that constituted the casualty list of the
old cruiser Hermes that was used as a seaplane-carrying ship, and that was sunk by a
German submarine as she was returning from Dunkirk on October 30th.

Lieut. L. A. MONTGOMERY
H.M.S. Good Hope.

Cott S. D. FORBES,
H.M.S. Monmouth.

Rear-Admiral CRADOCK,
H.M.S. Good Hope.

Lieut.-Com. H. D. COLLINS,
H.M.S. Monmouth.

Capt. F. BRANDT,
H.M.S. Monmouth.

Lieut. M. J. H. BAGOT, Lieut -Com. G. E. CUMMING
H.M.S. Monmouth,
H.M.S Good Hope.

Cadet C. MUSGRAVE.
Secretary G. B. OWENS, Ast.-Paymaster M. W. HART,
H.M.S. MonmoutIL
H.M.S. Hermes
H.M.S. Good Hope
dehotoo by Bas,Nno, RusucU & Sons, Los fayette, Hoth, Guateak Moll A Ay. )
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T. DARLEY,
H. .S. Good
Hope,
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Fallen on the Field of Honour

Major the Hon. H. J. FRASER,
Scots Guards.

ai. Lord BERNARD C. GORDON- Capt. E. R. HAYES SADLER, Capt. A. A. L. STEPHEN, D S.0 ,
Scots Guards.
LENNOX, Grenadier Guards.
8th Gurkhas.

Capt. GEORGE M. JAMES, Capt. the Hon. A. E. B. O'NEILL,
The Buffs.
M.P., 2nd Life Guards.

Lieut. E. C. L. HOSKYNS,
Royal Welsh Fusiliers.

Lieut. G. G. MARSHALL,
11th Hussars.

Capt. M. CRAWSHAY,
5th Dragoon Guards.

Capt. 0. C. S. GILLIAT,
Rifle Brigade.

was brother of Lord Lovat, and distinguished
Major the Hon. H. J. Fraser.
himself in the South African War. For four years he was adjutant to Lovat's Scouts,
and from 1910 to 1913 he was A.D.C. to the Viceroy of India. lord Bernard GordonLennox was the third son of the Duke of Richmond and Gordon. Educated- at
Eton and Sandhurst, he joined the Grenadier Guards in 1808, and served in South
Africa and in China.
Capt. the Hon. Arthur E. B. O'Neill, -Unionist M.P. for Mid-Antrim, was the eldest
son and heir of the second Baron O'Neill. and was the first Member of Parliament
to fall in the war He won distinction in South Africa. Mr. A. H. R. Burn, of the
1st Royal Dragoons, was one of the giant officers of the , British Army, being six feet
five inches tall.
Captain James, of the Buffs, was a grandson of the late Lord Justice James. and
of Sir John Millais. He was formerly in the Northumberland Fusiliers. and
fought in the South African War. In 1011 he was appointed brigade-major in
South Africa, and on his return to England last September he was appointed
Brigade-Major of the 22nd Infantry Brigade. Capt. Mervyn Crawshay, of the 5th
Dragoon Guards, was one of the best horsemen in the British Army, and was a
well known polo player. He was Tournament Champion, and was in England's
trio for King Edward's Cup at the Horse Show, won by the Russian Army.

Lieut. G. H. COT.
King's Own Scottish Borderers.

Sec.-Lieut. A. H. R. BURN
1st Royal Dragoons.

Lieut. A. R. A. LEGGETT,
North Staffs Regt.

Capt. A. W. H. ONSLOW.
16th Lancers.

Lieut. E. R. WARING,
King's Royal Rifle Corps.

Lieut. J. VANCE.
Essex Regt.

3
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Lieut. F. W. J. M. MILLER
Sec.-Lieut. R. C. M. GIBBS,
Sec.-Lient. C. W. TUFNELL,
Sec.-Lieut. A. K. NICHOLSON,
Sec.-Lieut. E. R. C. STONE.
Grenadier Guards.
Scots Guards
Grenadier Guards.
18th Hussars.
Royal Welsh Fusiliers.
(Photos by SWail C, Lambert Weston, Elliott & Fry, Lafayette, LIME & Saunders, Bassano, Spoil Gone a?, Barnett, Chanee?lav, Russell, Sp.eaight,
/Wyk).
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HOW THE WAR WAGES
The Russian Check at Kutno
IN the third week of November things seemed to be
going badly with the main Russian army in Poland.
On Friday, November r3th, fortune was still smiling on
General Russky, the victor of Lemberg awl Ivangorod,
Radom and Kielce. His advance guards on the right
centre won Rypin, close to the great German fortress of
Thorn, and the German defences on the lower reaches of
the Warta were turned.

*

*

*

Hanoverian General von Hindenburg, to whom
BUTthetheKaiser
had entrusted the management of affairs
in the eastern theatre of war, resolved on a bold stroke.
By means of the strategical German railway system, he
collected Hungarian horsemen from Lille, German troops
from Silesia, and reserves from Central Germany. Then,
re-forming and stiffening the men beaten at Warsaw and
Ivangorod, he again invaded Russian Poland on a fifty-mile
front between Thorn and the Warta.

BY Wednesday, November Toth, he had covered half
the distance towards Warsaw. The right wing of
the Russian centre had countered the attack at Kutno on
Tuesday, November r7th, but had lost the day, and been
bent back. All Berlin held holiday to celebrate the
German victory, and the Kaiser proclaimed that he was
proud with joy. In Petrograd also there was quiet rejoicing,
especially among men expert in military operations, which
is an unusual way of receiving news of a defeat.

*

*

*

The Wild Adventure of Germany
S the Russians saw it, their reverse at Kutno was the
happy augury of an unexpectedly rapid termination
of the tussle between the Slav and Teutonic Empires.
They had looked forward to a long, difficult siege war near
the German frontier, where they would have to sacrifice
hundreds of thousands of men in bitter, stubborn frontal
attacks. But General Hindenburg, by swiftly resuming
the offensive with his beaten troops, had saved them this
trouble. The military pride of the German nation and
the individual self-interest of the Prussian Junker caste
had prevailed over all sound considerations of strategy.

A

*

*

*

was Rennenkampf's return into East Prussia which
I T had
directly brought about the new advance of the
main German army into Russian Poland. After a series
of victories all along the Prussian eastern frontier, from the
Baltic coast to the Masurian Lake region, Rennenkampf
had suddenly turned the German defences by sending
behind them a second force up from Soldau towards'
Allenstein. Then, with winter coming on and the Prussian
marshlands freezing and hardening to bear troops and
gum, Rennenkampf looked - like having both East and
West Prussia at his mercy as far as Thorn and Dautzic.
The Grand Battle of West Poland
LL this, however, was only a secondary operation, and
it was thought the German Military Staff would give
up Prussia for the time, and concentrate on the defence of
Silesia. But the Prussian landed gentry again had their
way, as in the case of Rennenkampf's first raid. Every
available man on the eastern front of war was collected near
Thorn, and hurled again into Russian Poland, to clear the
southern Prussian border while advancing towards Warsaw.
By this means, Rennenkampf's turning movement in the
south, near Soldau, was menaced as soon as the Battle of
Kutno had been won.

A

*

A

*

*

LL this greatly favoured the decisive operations of
General Russky's vast main army. The Russian
commander again had his enemy in the roadless, tailless,

•
•

THE STORY OF THE
GREAT CONFLICT
TOLD WEEK BY WEEK

wasted Polish plain. with the German network of railways
three clays' march in the rear. Only on the left German
wing, running through Prussia, could rail transport be used,
and with Rennenkampf ready to counter any hooking
movement from that direction, the Russian centre gave
battle to the German centre on Thursday, November r9th.
It was expected that a week or ten days would pass before
the decision was fought out. ETOM the German point of
view, it was the supreme struggle of the war, for a serious
defeat would mean a rapid Russian invasion of both Silesia
and the Posen province. For Russia. a possible defeat
only meant another withdrawal behind the Vistula.

*

*

*

The Gigantic Russian Effort
T this period of the war Russia stood forth in her full
strength, with the fighting men of a hundred races
under her banner. In Europe her firing-line stretched
some twelve hundred miles, from Memel on the Baltic coast
to Czernowitz near the Rumanian frontier. At practically
every point on this immense front severe fighting was
going on. The Austrians and Hungarians were being
attacked on the cold Carpathian fastnesses ; their great
fortresses were being invested, and the path to Silesia was
cleared round Cracow by the rout of an Austrian force on
November 17th. Troops were also collected on the Black
Sea for defence or transport, and a front of three hundred
miles was strongly held in Caucasia and Armenia against
the Turkish army. Here the Russians had advanced
towards Lake Van on the east, and bombarded Trebizond
on the west.

A

*

*

*

The British Victory at Ypres
UST before the. Germans resumed the offensive against
the Russians on the Warta, they made a desperate
attempt to ease their position on the western battle-front.
All along they had been compelled to keep in France and
Belgium nineteen out of their twenty-five army corps of
troops of the first line. Thus only six of these corps had
been available for use against the Russians, and the invasion
of Poland had mainly to be conducted with troops of the
territorial class. In the hope of freeing more first-line
men, two brigades of the finest corps in Germany-the
Prussian Guard-which had been re-made since its destruction in the marsh of Saint Gond, near Paris—were launched
against the British lines near Ypres on November rith.

J

THE Prussians took our outer trenches at a heavy cost,
but then came upon our reserves, and were flung
back in a bayonet charge and shrapnelled as they withdrew.
The two brigades of the Prussian Guards appear to have
been in the end destroyed by the British soldiers opposing
them. Half the famous corps must have been put out of
action for the third time in the war. Few of its original
members survived, and the new recruits—though they die
very bravely—did not seem to have the exceptional fighting
skill of their predecessors.
*
*
*

BY the middle of November the German commander-inchief in Belgium and Northern France gave over
trying to force a decision. The severe Russian pressure
on Eastern Germany was telling on the enemy's western
lines. From the sea-shore to the Vosges the war went on
in the slow modern siege faShion, the Allies remaining
chiefly on the defensive. The German heavy guns kept up
a violent cannonade, but round Ypres the hostile batteries
were outranged by the British ordnance, and the German
infantry had to maintain an appearance of being on the
offensive by attacking our trenches. But in all cases the
Germans were repulsed, a couple of British battalions or a
British brigade being sufficient to throw them back.
Sapping, land-mining, dyke-cutting proceeded, but nothing
important happened except the continual attrition of a
million German troops of the first line, backed by another
million of territorial soldiers and half-trained recruits.

